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BY DAVID SINGLETON

STAFF WRITER

The late Marion L. Munley 
shattered more than one 
glass ceiling in her lifetime.

She is about to break 
another.

Munley, the first woman to 
represent Lackawanna 
County in the state General 
Assembly, will become the 
first to be honored individu-
ally on Lackawanna County 
Courthouse Square when a 
monument to her is unveiled 
as part of  the Distinguished 

Citizens Memorial on Friday 
at 1 p.m.

Munley, who died in 1983, 
will join three other North-
east Pennsylvania political 
legends — the late Govs. Wil-
liam W. Scranton and Robert 
P. Casey and the late U.S. Rep. 
Joseph M. McDade — on the 
memorial on the Biden 
Street, formerly Spruce 
Street, side of  the square.

The unveiling ceremony 
will come almost two years to 

Another monumental moment for Munley
Memorial recognizing the first woman to 
represent Lackawanna County in the state 
General Assembly will be unveiled.
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Marion L. Munley, who served in the state House from 

1947 through 1964, wields a gavel while temporarily 

presiding over a session in 1957.
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BY ROBERT TOMKAVAGE 

STAFF WRITER

DICKSON CITY — As Halloween 
approaches, some costumes seem to be van-
ishing from area shelves. 

Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella and “Beauty 
and the Beast’s” Belle costumes were all 
wiped out at Party City on Commerce Boule-
vard on Tuesday afternoon.

Consumer spending on Halloween-related 
items is expected to reach an all-time high of  
$10.14 billion, up from $8.05 billion in 2020, 

IT’S ONLY SCARY IF YOU’RE  

A LAST-MINUTE SHOPPER

Beware! Consumers started 
buying for Halloween earlier 

and are expected to spend more.

What should you go 
as? Here are popular 
costumes this year
The most popular Halloween 
costumes this year are:

For children: More than 1.8  
million children plan to dress as 
Spider-Man, more than 1.6 mil-
lion as their favorite princess, 
more than 1.2 million as Bat-
man and more than 1.2 million 
will dress as one of their other 
favorite superheroes.

For adults: More than 4.6  
million adults plan to dress like 
a witch, more than 1.6 million 
as a vampire, more than 1.4 
million as a ghost, more than 
1.1 million as a cat and another 
1.1 million as a pirate.

For pets: The most popular cos-
tumes for pets include a pump-
kin, hot dog, superhero, cat and 
bumblebee.
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Cassandra Masters, of Scranton, with her daughter 

Ellianna Masters, tries on ears while shopping at 

Spirit Halloween in Scranton.

Brake for Trump 
“Trump Trailers” broke down 
twice in the same spot on I-81 
— if you live in the same world 
as Bob Bolus. Kelly’s World, A3

BY RICARDO  

ALONSO-ZALDIVAR

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Rising 
inflation is expected to lead 
to a sizeable increase in 
Social Security’s annual cost-
of-living adjustment, or 
COLA, for 2022. Exactly how 
much will be revealed this 
mor ning after a Labor 
Department report on infla-
tion during September, a 
data point used in the final 
calculation.

Over the last 10 years, the 
Social Security COLA has 
averaged about 1.7% annual-
ly as inflation remained low. 
But the economic recovery 
from the coronavirus pan-
demic has triggered rising 
prices for a wide range of  
goods and services, and 
that’s expected to translate to 
bigger checks for retirees.

Why are Social Security 

benefits adjusted?

Policymakers say the 
COLA works to preserve the 
purchasing power of  Social 
Security benefits,  and 
shouldn’t be seen as a pay 
hike for retirees.

At one time Congress had 
to approve inflation increas-
es, but starting in the mid-
1970s lawmakers turned that 
function over to nonpartisan 
e x p e r t s  w i t h i n  t h e 

Retirees: 
Expect  
bigger 
checks
Social Security’s 
annual cost-of-living 
adjustment will 
increase. Find out 
how much today.

Please see COLA, Page A7 Please see COSTUMES, Page A7

Please see MUNLEY, Page A7

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

Scranton may award a four-year 
contract for information technolo-
gy management services to a local 
firm that’s provided the city IT sup-

port under an emergency declara-
tion since the spring.

City council introduced legisla-
tion Tuesday authorizing the 
$240,000-per-year contract with Jes-
sup-based Bedrock Technology, one 

of  four firms that responded to a 
request for qualifications Scranton 
issued this past summer. The oth-
ers include Global Data Consul-
tants LLC, ePlus Inc. and Maestro 
Technologies Inc.

The city has been paying Bed-
rock $12,750 per month for IT ser-
vices secured under an April emer-
gency declaration, without solicit-
ing competitive bids, following the 
unexpected resignation of  IT net-

work systems manager and former 
department Director Frank Swiet-
nicki.

Swietnicki transitioned to the 
network systems manager role, a 
new position created in the 2021 
budget, at the beginning of  the year 

City mulls IT pact with Jessup firm
Council considers four-year contract with Bedrock Technology

Please see COUNCIL, Page A7

Spirit Halloween custom-

ers shop around the store 

Tuesday in Scranton.
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