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Biden: Trump’s response 
to pandemic is ‘criminal’ 

BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

Democratic presidential 
nominee Joe Biden accused 
President Donald Trump  of  
botching the  nation’s 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic during a CNN 
town hall Thursday night in 
Moosic.

Biden said he never would 
have downplayed the dan-
gers of  the virus, which 
Trump told journalist Bob 
Woodward he did to avoid 
panicking Americans. As he 
has before, Biden cited a 
Columbia University study 
that said if  Trump acted to 
thwart the virus just a week 
earlier, “he would have saved 
37,000 lives.”

“He knew it and he did 
nothing. It’s close to crimi-
nal,” Biden said.

The town hall, hosted by 
CNN’s Anderson Cooper,  
happened in a parking lot 
outside PNC Field. Audience 
members parked in front of  
the stage and occasionally 
asked questions. About 100 
people attended.

Biden told Shani Adams 
of  Philadelphia, whose sister 
died of  COVID-19, he would 
establish national standards 
to ensure Americans “can go 
to work safely.”

The former vice president 
said he wouldn’t mandate 

Former VP, city native blasts president at Moosic town hall

BY KATHLEEN BOLUS

STAFF WRITER

A handful of  local residents 
questioned Democrat presiden-
tial nominee and Scranton 
native son Joe Biden about 
health care, retirement and 
bringing jobs back to the region 
during a town hall in Moosic 
while a large group showed 
support for President Donald 
Trump just outside the event.

Before the town hall, CNN 
sent out a COVID-19 pre-screen-
ing questionnaire to those 
selected to ask Biden a ques-
tion. At the event, the residents 
had to go through checkpoints 
including a temperature check 
and car search, attendees said. 
The guests were allowed to 
bring lawn chairs to sit outside 

MORE INSIDE

FACT CHECKING BIDEN

Does the former VP support 
fracking for natural gas? We 
fact check Biden’s stance 
and other claims on A4.

BLAME FOR FURLOUGHS

Biden says Trump’s failure to 
deliver relief helped lead to 
furloughs in Scranton School 
District. A4

BY TERRIE

MORGAN-BESECKER

STAFF WRITER

A confidential informant 
who was murdered by a drug 
dealer lost her life because 
Lackawanna County detec-
tives and others failed to take 
basic precautions to protect 
her, the victim’s mother says 
in a federal lawsuit.

Attorneys for Katie Gatto 
also say the victim, Nina Gat-
to, should not have been 

recruited as an informant 
because she was mentally ill 
and had been deemed incom-
petent. Detectives knew that, 
but in an “appalling abroga-
t ion  of  duties,”  they 
“shrugged off” her past and 
coerced her into making the 
drug buy that led to her 
death, the suit says.

BY MARC LEVY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARRISBURG — Penn-
sylvania’s highest court gave 
the Democratic Party a 
series of  victories Thursday 
in the presidential battle-
ground state, relaxing dead-
lines on a fledgling mail-in 
voting law, approving more 
ballot collection sites and 
kicking the Green Party’s 
presidential candidate off  
the November ballot.

The state Supreme Court, 
which has a 5-2 Democratic 
majority, granted the Demo-
cratic Party’s request to 
order an extension of  Penn-
sylvania’s Election Day 
deadline to count mailed-in 
ballots.

The extension it granted 
will allow three more days 
to receive ballots that were 
mailed before polls closed. 
Democrats and their allies 
had cited the prospect of  
postal service delays in 
invalidating huge numbers 
of  ballots.

Gridiron concerns
Rising positive tests for COV-
ID-19 are concerning, but not 
deterring, football’s return at 
Penn State. B1

LAST CALL EXTENDED: RESTAURANTS GET MORE TIME TO SERVE ALCOHOL C1

Good morning

Mother of slain 

informant sues DA
Suit accuses police 
of failing to protect 
Nina Gatto, 24.

NINA  

GATTO

Victim 

deemed  

incompetent

Dems notch court 

wins before election
State justices rule 
on mail-in ballots, 
more collection sites.
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A U.S. Secret Service vehicle carrying former Vice President Joe 

Biden is seen Thursday passing by Trump supporters on Montage 

Mountain Road in Moosic on its way to PNC Field.

CAROLYN KASTER / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden participates Thursday in a CNN town hall moderated by 

CNN’s Anderson Cooper in Moosic. About 100 people attended the town hall outside PNC Field.

MORE PHOTOS

For more images 
from Biden’s local 
appearance and 

nearby protests, see A5.
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Locals question Biden; 

Trump backers gather
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The Area’s Top Political Talk Show!

Volpe Report

With the stroke of a pen, no transparency and no
public input, Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf last
year ordered the closure of two state centers for
people with intellectual and learning disabilities
and he vetoed a bill earlier this year that would have
allowed the centers to remain open.

The governor’s actions relating to White Haven
Center in Luzerne County and the Polk Center in
Southwestern Pennsylvania were followed by the
filing of a civil rights lawsuit to save the centers with
13 plaintiffs, many of whom reside at the centers
and nine defendants, one of whom is GovernorWolf,
along with state agencies and other state officials.

ON SUNDAY AT 10:30 a.m., THE VOLPE
REPORT ON FOX56, the featured guests are
Ann Winsock, the sister of one of the White Haven
residents, and John Hirschauer, who is a public
advocate for those who reside in institutions and
their families. In the lead up to the governor’s veto,
Mr. Hirschauer testified before a senate committee on
behalf of the residents of both centers.

On Tuesday, during the FOX56 News at 10, tune
in for Volpe’s Views as Chuck comments on the
U.S. Department of Justice inquiry into the way
coronavirus cases were handled in nursing homes
in the Keystone State.


