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Regional Hospital in Scran-
ton increased patient capaci-
ty by eight beds last week and 
expects to add another 16 
beds by next week thanks to 
the assistance of  a federal 
strike team, military and hos-
pital officials said Monday.

The team from the 81st 
Medical Group, Keesler Air 
Force Base in Biloxi, Missis-
sippi, began treating patients 
last week. It consists of  five 
registered nurses, seven 
medical technicians, one 
physician, one physician 
assistant and an administra-
tive assistant.

Regional Hospital, part of  

the Commonwealth Health 
System network, is one of  
two in the state chosen by the 
state Department of  Health 
and Pennsylvania Emergen-
cy Management Agency to 
act as a regional care center 
for COVID patients.

It’s accepting patients 

Strike force team allows Regional Hospital 
to increase number of beds available

Maureen Martin, 

right, a registered 

nurse at Regional 

Hospital of Scranton, 

shows U.S. Air Force 

Airman Marty 

Anderson, left, a  

medical technician  

at Keesler Medical 

Center assigned to 

81st Medical Group, 

how to document 

patient information.

Hospital capacity up, growing
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WASHINGTON — Start-
ing Saturday, private health 
insurers will be required to 
cover up to eight home COV-
ID-19 tests per month for peo-
ple on their plans. The Biden 
administration announced 
the change 
Monday as it 
looks to low-
er costs and 
make testing 
for the virus 
more conve-
nient amid 
rising frus-
trations.

Under the new policy, first 
detailed to the AP, Ameri-
cans will be able to either 
purchase home testing kits 
for free under their insur-
ance or submit receipts for 
the tests for reimbursement, 
up to the monthly per-person 
limit. A family of  four, for 
instance, could be reim-
bursed for up to 32 tests per 
month. PCR tests and rapid 
tests ordered or adminis-
tered by a health provider 
will continue to be fully cov-
ered by insurance with no 
limit.

President Joe Biden faced 
criticism over the holiday 
season for a shortage of  at-
home rapid tests as Ameri-
cans traveled to see family 
amid the surge in cases from 
the more transmissible 

Starting Saturday, 
private health 
insurers will be 
required to cover 
up to eight home 
COVID-19 tests a 
month.

COURTESY OF U.S. ARMY 

Insurers 
will cover 
at-home 
testing
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T
he Valonis family booked 
their flight and condo and 
purchased tickets for Phila-

delphia Phillies spring training 
games.

Now, they just need the ongo-
ing labor dispute between Major 
League Baseball and the players 
union to be settled before they 
head to Florida in March.

The Valonis family of  Dickson 
City are among several diehard 
fans in the area who plan to make 
the trek to Florida this year even 
as uncertainty clouds the start of  

MLB labor stoppage doesn’t stifle spring training traditions

PLAY BALL!  PLEASE.

BY MARK SCOLFORO

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARRISBURG — State 
House Republicans who just 

lost a key vote on new pre-
liminary legislative district 
maps moved Monday to 
regain more control of  the 

process by advancing a GOP-
friendly constitutional 
amendment that would utter-
ly revamp Pennsylvania’s 
redistricting process.

The State Government 
Committee passed, on party 
lines, a plan to replace the 

existing Legislative Reappor-
tionment Commission with 
an 11-member panel of  
appointees that would have a 
distinct Republican slant 
under the state’s existing 
political dynamic.

The House and Senate, 

both now controlled by 
Republicans, would get the 
final say.

Most committee members 
did not attend the early 
morning session. The rank-
ing Democrat, Rep. Scott 
Conklin of  Centre County, 

called the Republican-con-
trolled committee meeting 
part of  a larger Republican 
effort to consolidate and hold 
power.

“This is an absolute 

After setback, state GOP eyes more control over legislative redistricting
Republicans now want an 11-member 
panel that would benefit their party.
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Rich Revta of Dunmore poses with bats he brings to spring training to get signed.

JAKE DANNA STEVENS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A ball signed by former professional baseball 

player Craig Anderson is in Rich Revta’s col-

lection of signed baseball items.

COURTESY OF ANN VALONIS

Jerry Valonis, left, with the Clearwater 

Threshers mascot and his son, Patrick Valonis, 

during a trip to Major League Baseball spring 

training in March 2020.
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Unique transplant recipient doing well
Three days after a landmark surgery, a man is doing well with a new heart. It’s not just any 
heart, though, it’s a pig’s heart. It’s a medical first and if the man survives it could lead to a 
breakthrough long sought in the medical field — using animal organs in transplant surgeries. 
Nation&World, A8
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