CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS

17,000 PENNSYLVANIANS HAVE TESTED
POSITIVE FOR COVID-19 MORE THAN ONCE A3
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City budget holds taxes steady
Nearly $117M spending plan adds positions, includes pay raises
BY JEFF HORVATH
STAFF WRITER

mark the second consecutive
year without a city tax hike.
Scranton’s proposed budWith Scranton poised to
get does not raise property exit state Act 47 in January
taxes in 2022, which would and shed the financially dis-

tressed designation it has
carried since 1992, Mayor
Paige Gebhardt Cognetti’s
administration proposes a
$116.9 million 2022 spending

plan that holds real estate
taxes steady, maintains a tripled annual local services tax
to fund pensions, funds more
than a dozen new positions

editorial board to discuss the
budget proposal. Cognetti,
who attended President Joe
and hikes salaries for several Biden’s signing of the $1.2
dozen nonunion jobs.
trillion federal infrastrucAdministration officials ture bill on Monday, did not
met Monday with members
of The Times-Tribune’s
Please see BUDGET, Page A6

WASHINGTON

Teachers
blaming
solicitor,
Finan for
impasse
The union alleges a
contract could be
done but warns it
does not see the
strike ending soon.
BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL
STAFF WRITER

sell the new law as a success that
bridged partisan divides and will
elevate the country with clean
drinking water, high-speed internet and a shift away from fossil
fuels.
“Folks, too often in Washington, the reason we didn’t get
things done is because we insisted on getting everything we want.
Everything,” Biden said. “With

SCRANTON — Scranton
School District teachers
could have a new contract,
but the chief recovery officer
and solicitor stand in the
way, the president of the
union said Monday.
After a combined 20 hours
of negotiations on Friday
and Sunday,
the gap
between the
sides’ proposals has
nar rowed.
But solicitor
John Audi
BOLAND
and Chief
Recovery
Officer Candis Finan, Ed.D.,
have stopped any progress,
according to the union.
“Why do they want to
harm the students of this
town?” union President
Rosemary Boland asked. “We
want to get back to our classrooms.”
Attempts to reach Audi
and Finan were unsuccessful
Monday.
M o n d ay m a rke d t h e
eighth day of the strike, and
Boland said she doesn’t see it
ending soon. The state
requires teachers return to
their classrooms by Nov. 30,

Please see ROADS, Page A7

Please see STRIKE, Page A6
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President Joe Biden speaks before signing the $1.2 trillion bipartisan infrastructure bill into law during a ceremony on the South
Lawn of the White House in Washington on Monday.

DONE DEAL: BIDEN SIGNS
$1T INFRASTRUCTURE BILL
The historic signing happens amid an increasingly rare moment of bipartisan lawmaking.
BY JOSH BOAK
AND COLLEEN LONG
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden signed his hard-fought
$1 trillion infrastructure deal into
law Monday before a bipartisan,
celebratory crowd on the White
House lawn, declaring that the
new infusion of cash for roads,
bridges, ports and more is going
to make life “change for the better” for the American people.
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Miraculously dad, daughter survive plane crash
Rescuers found the
duo huddled
together, suffering
from hypothermia.
BY STEVE MOCARSKY
STAFF WRITER

Plains
Bald

COVID-19.
“My message to the American
people is this: America is moving
again and your life is going to
change for the better,” he said.
With the bipartisan deal, the
president had to choose between
his promise of fostering national
unity and a commitment to transformative change. The final measure whittled down much of his
initial vision for infrastructure.
Yet the administration hopes to
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But prospects are tougher for
further bipartisanship ahead of
the 2022 midterm elections as
Biden pivots back to more difficult negotiations over his broader
$1.85 trillion social spending
package.
The president hopes to use the
infrastructure law to build back
his popularity, which has taken a
hit amid rising inflation and the
inability to fully shake the public
health and economic risks from

BEAR CREEK TWP. —
Personal electronic devices
Bear Creek
helped lead rescuers to a
Thornhurst Rd.
father and daughter who survived a plane crash Sunday
night, authorities said.
Bear
Thornhurst
Creek
Pennsylvania State Police
Buck
Village
said
the aircraft had taken
115
off from the Wilkes-Barre/
KEVIN O’NEILL / STAFF ARTIST Scranton International AirMoun

Copyright © 2021, The Times-Tribune

thetimes-tribune.com

tain R

d.

Plane
crash

Subscriptions ...........570-348-9190
Classified ads ..........570-348-9157
Business......... C1
Classified ........ C4
Comics..........C2-3
Editorial ......... A10
Health/Sci ...... B7

Horoscope ...... C3
Lottery..............A2
Obituaries .....B8-9
Sports ............. B1
TV.................... C5

Good morning
Breezy
High: 46°
Low: 30°
Weather, B10

plane had disappeared from
radar after a rapid descent.
Local authorities initially
had been having a difficult
time locating the plane and
asked the U.S. Air Force to
help with the search.
“Our search drone was on
top of the crash site but
couldn’t see it because of the
tree cover,” Sgt. John Richards,
of PSP Wilkes-Barre said.
COURTESY OF WNEP “The drone had infrared and
thermal imaging, but it didn’t
One of the survivors in Sunday’s plane crash in Bear
show up because the search
Creek Twp. is loaded into an ambulance.
took so long” and their body
temperatures had dropped.
port on Sunday night when it
The Federal Aviation
went down in a wooded area. Administration said the
Please see PLANE, Page A7

Bannon appears in court
Steve Bannon, the longtime ally of former President Donald Trump, is not about to back
down as he faces criminal charges for contempt of Congress. Bannon was in court Monday
and met with reporters outside afterward, declaring that he was ready for a fight against the
Biden regime. He is scheduled to be back in court Thursday. Nation&World, A8

