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Weather, B10

BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

In the last week, paraprofession-
als in the Scranton School District 
worked to ensure students had the 
materials necessary to learn. 
Maintenance staff  continued to 
clean buildings.

Those employees are among the 
223 the Scranton School Board will 
consider furloughing today.

School directors tabled the fur-
loughs two weeks ago, citing the 
need for more information from 
administration. The board has 
received greater details on the 
cuts, which officials say will save 
the financially struggling district 
more than $282,000 per month.

“We are really between a rock 
and a hard place. The virtual mod-
el has eliminated the roles and 

functions many of  the people fill. 
We have to make the fiscally 
responsible choice,” board Presi-
dent Katie Gilmartin said Sunday.

While school directors do not 
want to see anyone furloughed, the 
board has a “responsibility and 
obligation to spend public dollars 
wisely and within the confines of  
the school code,” Gilmartin said.

Last month, administration 

proposed the following furloughs: 
all 140 paraprofessionals, six 
intervention specialists, two level 
2 intervention specialists, four 
part-time maintenance, one 
licensed practical nurse (Prescott/
Willard), one clerk at South Scran-
ton Intermediate, one clerk at 
West Scranton Intermediate, two 
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Fifteen Lackawanna Trail Ele-
mentary Center students must 
quarantine after their teacher test-
ed positive for the 
coronavirus on 
Sunday.

T h e  d i s t r i c t , 
which had its first 
day Thursday, was 
one of  the only 
ones in the region 
to reopen fully. The 
t e a ch e r,  wh o m 
Superintendent 
Matthew Rakaus-
kas did not identify, 
had a rapid COV-
ID-19 test done on Sunday and with-
in hours, the district began notify-
ing the students in the classroom. 
Rakauskas was unsure of  the 
teacher’s symptoms or when they 
developed.

The 15 students must self-iso-
late for two weeks, and the teach-
er will be able to instruct the stu-
dents virtually from home, 
Rakauskas said.

Maintenance staff  recleaned the 
Factoryville school on Sunday 
afternoon, including the affected 
classroom and any common areas 
the teacher could have visited.
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Scranton officials believe a volun-
teer corps can improve city parks, 
expand the reach of  city services 
and foster community stewardship 
throughout neighborhoods.

Mayor Paige Gebhardt Cognetti 
is in the process of  establishing the 
Mayor’s Volunteer Corps, a planned 
contingent of  volunteers who will 
work around the city in a variety of  
areas. The corps would likely help 

maintain parks, monitor blight, 
conduct neighborhood cleanups 
and participate in neighbor-to-
neighbor assistance efforts, among 
other initiatives.

“It’s something that we’ve been 
thinking about for a long time, but 
with COVID we weren’t soliciting 
volunteers to be out in public this 
spring,” Cognetti said, noting 
many residents expressed interest 

BY FRANK WILKES 

LESNEFSKY

STAFF WRITER

Hoping to spread positive 
messages in Northeast Penn-
sylvania during the pandem-
ic, Jen Ricci purchased 1,000 
yard signs with inspirational 
sayings and began giving 
them away through Face-
book.

“It’s been a rough year for 
everyone, and I just thought 

people needed something to 
see that was positive — that 
they could look at and smile 
when they drove down the 
street,” she said. “We haven’t 
had a lot to smile about this 
year.”

What she didn’t realize 
was that by including her 
business, Jen Ricci Insur-
ance, at the bottom of  the 
signs, they could be consid-
ered advertising, potentially 

violating often-overlooked 
zoning ordinances prohibit-
ing advertising in yards. Offi-
cials from Throop and Dick-
son City reached out to her 
about the signs.

“Never in my life did I 
think it would ever be an 
issue,” she said.

Calling her project #opera-
tionkindness, Ricci, a Dick-
son City native, printed signs 
with three messages: “Be 

kind,” “Hate is heavy let it 
go” and “See love not color.” 
She estimated she’s given out 
at least 800.

Early into Ricci’s project, 
Andy Hegedus, Throop’s 
code enforcement officer, 
contacted her following mul-
tiple calls from residents ask-
ing about the signs popping 
up around town. 

Popular signs, upbeat messages — and flak regardless
Local officials decide to allow the free front-yard expressions of kindness 
as long as concerns about inadvertent advertising have been addressed.
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Jen Ricci — at her Dunmore office on Thursday — 

shows some of the inspirational-message signs she’s 

been giving away through Facebook.

Scranton mayor working to start volunteer corps 
focusing on issues including parks, neighborhoods.

SOME ROOM FOR 

IMPROVEMENT

School ax may fall today

Teacher 
at Trail 
positive 
for virus

GILMARTIN

Scranton board to vote on furloughing 223 paraprofessionals, others

‘We have to 
make the 

fiscally 
responsible 

choice.’

TONIGHT’S VIRTUAL 

MEETING begins at 
7 and will be 
streamed live on the 
district’s YouTube 
page. Anyone wish-
ing to speak must 
email board secre-
tary virginia.orr@
ssdedu.org by 
2 p.m. today.

RAKAUSKAS

TOP: Joshua Powell, 17, runs past his father, 

Charles, both of West Scranton, to shoot a layup 

Friday at the basketball courts at Lackawanna 

County-owned McDade Park in Scranton.

ABOVE: Walter Gonzalez, 20, of Scranton, cuts 

weeds Friday at Nay Aug Park.
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Please see SCHOOL, Page A5

Fifteen students have to 
self-isolate in one of the 
only local districts that 
tried a full reopening.

‘We’ll watch 
carefully. 
We’re 
prepared 
for this.’

Please see VIRUS, Page A5

SUPPLIES LIMITED: To obtain one of Jen Ricci’s remaining signs, message her at facebook.com/Jenriccilupole.

Please see SIGNS, Page A5

A no-cash backlash
People have been talking about the coming cash-
less society for years, but now that the pandemic 
has seemingly hastened its arrival, a lot of people 

aren’t so happy about it. See why, and what 
they’re doing about it, on Page C1.


