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A view of South Scranton from Taylor Avenue in the Hill Section of Scranton on March 12.

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

In 2020, North Scranton 
homeowner Eric Myers and 
his neighbors participated in 
a nonprofit’s program that 
provides matching grants to 
groups of  households for 
property improvements.

Now, it’s harder to pull 
together a group because peo-
ple face financial pressure and 
have less money to invest in 
such a program, said Myers, 
who lives in the 2100 block of  
Rockwell Avenue.

“Three years ago, pre-
COVID, before the inflation 
started getting out of  hand, 
things were much more 
manageable,” he said. “Now 
we’re dealing with inflation 
and we’re dealing with tax 
hikes, and right now the 

budgets are very tight.”
Myers, his neighbors and 

other Scranton property 
owners hit with the dual 
blows of  city and school dis-
trict tax hikes again bear the 
largest tax burden in Lacka-
wanna County.

City residents also face the 
highest wage tax rate in the 
county at 3.4%, more than tri-
ple the 1% rate workers 
almost everywhere else in 
the county pay.

Tax burden is a measure 
of wage and municipal, coun-
ty and school district proper-
ty taxes relative to income. It 
helps show what a typical 
property owner in each of  
the county’s 40 municipali-
ties pays as a share of  their 
annual earnings.

“Everybody’s day-to-day 

expenses are so much higher 
right now,” said Myers, who 
pays about $3,500 a year in 
city, school and county prop-
erty taxes. “If  you ever have 
any extra money, well then 
obviously that goes away. 
Discretionary income is no 
longer discretionary. It 
doesn’t help.”

After Scranton, the 10 
municipalities with the next 
highest tax burdens are 
Clarks Summit, Clifton Twp., 
Clarks Green, Moscow, New-
ton Twp., Madison Twp., Dal-
ton, Waverly Twp., South 
Abington Twp. and Roaring 
Brook Twp. All but Scranton 
are located in either the 
Abingtons or North Pocono 
regions, where assessed 
home values used to calcu-
late property tax bills are rel-
atively high.

Carbondale, with a wage tax 
of 2.5%, has the 12th-highest 
tax burden in the county.

HEAVY DUTY

Property owners almost everywhere in 
the county saw their 2022-23 school taxes 
increase; Scranton, other municipalities 
also increased property taxes.

LACKAWANNA COUNTY’S LARGEST TAX BURDENS

Scranton tops list, followed by Abingtons and  
North Pocono area towns, analysis finds

Please see TAX, Page A4

Your tax burden 
explained

Municipalities with the 
top five tax burdens in 
Lackawanna County 
are Scranton, Clarks 

Summit, Clifton Twp., 
Clarks Green and  
Moscow.

Charts inside provide 
a detailed breakdown 
of the data. You can 
find the following infor-
mation on Page A4:

■ Tax burden per 
$1,000 in median 
earnings

■ Total median real 
estate taxes

■ Your tax burden

BY MICHELLE L. PRICE,  

JILL COLVIN AND  

ERIC TUCKER 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Donald 
Trump claimed Saturday 
that his arrest is imminent 
and issued an extraordinary 
call for his supporters to pro-
test as a New York grand jury 
investigates hush money 
payments to women who 
alleged sexual encounters 
with the former president.

Even as a Trump lawyer 
and spokesperson said there 
had been no communication 
from prosecutors, Trump 
declared in a post on his 
social media platform that he 
expects to be taken into cus-
tody Tuesday.

His message seemed 
designed to preempt a formal 

announcement from prose-
cutors and to galvanize out-
rage from his base of  sup-
porters in advance of widely 
anticipated 
c h a r g e s . 
W i t h i n 
h o u r s ,  h e 
sent a fund-
raising email 
to supporters 
while influ-
ential Repub-
licans in Congress issued 
statements in his defense.

In a later post that went 
beyond simply exhorting loy-
alists to protest about his 
legal peril, the 2024 presiden-
tial candidate directed his 
overarching ire in all capital 
letters at the Biden adminis-
tration and raised the pros-
pect of  civil unrest: “IT’S 
TIME!!!” he wrote. “WE 
JUST CAN’T ALLOW THIS 
ANYMORE. THEY’RE KILL-
ING OUR NATION AS WE 
SIT BACK & WATCH. WE 

Anticipating 
arrest, Trump 
urges protests
New York grand jury 
investigating hush 
money payments; 
former president has 
not been charged.

TRUMP

BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The bright lights of  Phila-
delphia’s famous Boathouse 
Row — long one of the city’s 
signature nighttime sights — 
are going dark, at least for 
now.

Outlining a cluster of his-
toric boathouses along the 
Schuylkill River near the Phil-
adelphia Museum of Art, the 
twinkly lights reflect off  the 
water and give definition to the 
unique architecture of  each 
building. “It’s in some ways 

our postcard shot of Philadel-
phia,” explained Tara Rasheed 
of  Fairmount Park Conser-
vancy, as indelible as the Lib-
erty Bell or the art museum 
steps in “Rocky.”

Starting Monday, though, 
the lights will be switched off  
and taken down as work gets 
underway on a $2.1 million 
replacement project. If all goes 
to plan, a new, upgraded light-
ing system should be ready for 
the winter holiday season.

Familiar lights of Philly’s 
Boathouse Row go dark 
for now but not for good
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