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Let students 
take dictionaries

Editor: We know that 
Scranton’s schools are in a 
tough spot financially.

On top of  that, the latest 
third-grade PSSA scores 
weren’t great, with about 
58% of  kids scoring below 
satisfactory in 2018. That’s 
not good.

The North Scranton Rotary 
Club wants to help. For years 
the club happily has  raised 
and spent thousands of  dollars 
on dictionaries for the city’s 
third graders, all of  them. The 
club wants to get kids excited 
about learning words with an 
aim to help them master and 
admire   the greatness that is 
the English language.

So, maybe the schools can 
have kids meet us outside 
when we present the diction-
aries that we donate. I under-
stand that presenting each 
kid with a dictionary, which 
is at no cost to the school or 
the students, has been under-
valued in recent years. In 
fact, at least one school 
administrator suggested that 
Rotarians just leave the dic-
tionaries on a loading dock at 
the school.

I am not sure how doing 
that helps excite our local 
third graders about learn-
ing. We want them to love 
the language, which helps in 
learning outcomes. We want 
to help.

It can be an event that lets 
the kids know that not only 
the teachers but others 
throughout the community 
are interested in their learn-
ing. So, the North Scranton 
Rotary Club hopes that 
school administrators will 
work with the club to allow 
us to give back in this small 

way. We want to help, as kids 
interested in learning benefit 
the entire community.

CHRISTOPHER BROOKS

DUNMORE

Red flag laws’ 
effect doubtful

Editor: An editor’s note 
responding to Keith MacDon-
ald (“Red flag laws are power 
g rab,”  Oct .  4 )  s tated: 
“Although suicides in Con-
necticut have increased since 
the state adopted a red flag 
law, the number of  suicides 
i n v o l v i n g  f i r e a r m s 
decreased.”

Is the intention of  red flag 
laws to reduce suicides or 
just firearm suicides? My 
understanding is the intent 
of  these laws is to reduce sui-
cides. If  that is the intent it 
has failed. Suicides, as stated 
by MacDonald, increased by 
47% in Connecticut from 
1999-2019 after passage of  the 
law. Apparently, those intent 

on taking their own life 
resort to other means if  a 
firearm is not available, such 
as drug overdoses, jumping 
from heights, suffocation, 
poisoning, use of  carbon 
monoxide and other means.

The same is true about 
most gun control laws — now 
called gun safety laws. They 
do very little or nothing in 
reducing violent crime. A 
firearm is one of  many tools 
used by criminals or those 
intent on taking their own 
lives. Based on the FBI’s 
National Incident-Based 
Reporting System, except for 
homicides, most violent 
crime involved personal 
weapons, knives, blunt 
objects or motor vehicles.

A study by Michigan State 
University’s Institute for 
Public Policy and Social 
Research in December 2018 
suggests that red flag laws 
have no discernible effect on 
rates of  murder and suicide 
and “actually may increase 
them as those who would 
harm themselves are dis-
suaded from saying anything 
to their loved ones for fear of  
having their possessions tak-
en away, policymakers must 
look to other solutions for the 
uniquely American epidem-
ic of  gun violence.”

EDWARD ZINDELL

JERMYN

Snake oil trade 
thrives on right

Editor: Former President 
Donald Trump and his far-
right, far-out acolytes have 
recommended some unusual 
treatments for COVID-19, 
such as ingestion of  bleach 
and cow medicine. Both are 
ineffective and dangerous.

Why anyone would swal-
low these recommendations 
is almost too hard to believe. 
But many right-wing follow-
ers take these snake oil treat-
ments  as  revealed by 
increased calls to poison con-
trol centers.

A look into the past reveals 
this compliance is not entire-
ly new. Rick Perlstein, a histo-
rian, has shown there is a 
long association between ped-
dlers of  quack medicine — 
known as snake oil salesmen 
— and right-wing extremists 
since both cater to the same 
audience. People who believe 
former President Barack 
Obama was born in Kenya, 
for instance, may be willing 
to believe medical people lie 
to them and that they can 
ignore professional advice 
and treat themselves by buy-
ing patent medicines instead.

This is evident on Fox 
News, for instance. Tucker 
Carlson, a right-wing com-
mentator, has a Fox show 
where three of  the top adver-
tisers are nutritional supple-
ment companies. This shows 
that extreme politics sells 
patent medicines.

The connection between a 
snake oil salesman and right-
wing extremism is obvious.

GEORGE J. MOTSAY, M.D.

UPPER MACUNGIE TWP.,

LEHIGH COUNTY

No tax credits 
for journalism

Editor: According to an 
article by Adam Guillette in 
the Daily Signal, a conserva-
tive political website, the 
media are unlikely to tell you 
about one piece of  the pro-
posed $3.5 trillion federal 
spending bill — their bailout.

The bill contains a special 
local journalism tax credit that 
may equal 50% of  each jour-
nalist’s salary — up to $50,000 
per journalist annually. If  you 
think the media already are 
hostile to conservatives, Chris-
tians and basically anyone 
who doesn’t agree with their 
agenda, just imagine the dis-
dain they will show us once 
they’re funded by tax dollars.

No journalist subsidized 
with tax dollars should be tak-
en seriously. How can they 
“speak truth to power” when 
they plead with that power for 
cash? Any pretense of  objec-
tivity would be destroyed once 
they are on the federal payroll. 
Everyone should write to 
their member of  Congress to 
oppose this idea.

FRANK RYCZAK

SCOTT TWP.
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No Nobel for 
ignoble state 
legislators

I
t usually doesn’t require the award of  a 
Nobel Prize to demonstrate how wrong-
headed Pennsylvania state legislators can 
be in crafting public policy based on their 

own ideology rather than the public interest.
But such a Nobel Prize, in economics, was 

awarded Monday to David Card of  the Universi-
ty of  California, Berkeley. He shared the prize 
with economists Joshua D. Angrist of  Stanford 
University and Guido W. Imbens of  the Massa-
chusetts Institute of  Technology.

Card, working with the late Alan B. Kreuger 
of  Princeton University, and Imbens and 
Angrist as a team, were awarded the prize for 
revolutionizing the practice of  labor economics 
by relying on “natural experiments” in the real 
world rather than randomized experiments and 
theoretical models.

Card’s study is directly significant for Penn-
sylvania. He and Kreuger took advantage of  a 
policy difference between Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey in the 1990s to assess the impact of  
minimum-wage increases. At that time, govern-
ments and economists assumed that minimum-
wage increases automatically result in some job 
displacement for low-income workers.

In 1992 New Jersey raised its minimum wage 
by 18.8%, from $4.25 to $5.05 an hour, whereas 
Pennsylvania kept its minimum wage at $4.25. 
The economists studied the impact on fast-food 
restaurant employment in New Jersey and East-
ern Pennsylvania, and found that the higher 
minimum produced a slight increase in employ-
ment in New Jersey compared with Pennsylva-
nia. They also assessed nonrestaurant low-wage 
businesses in New Jersey, and found that it did 
not adversely affect employment.

Now, Republican majorities in the state Legis-
lature stubbornly cling to the discredited notion 
that a higher minimum wage in Pennsylvania 
will harm businesses and workers despite the 
Nobel-winning work, and despite the current 
experience of  every state in the Northeast — 
other than Pennsylvania — that has raised its 
minimum wage rate in recent years.

For rejecting that evidence, state lawmakers 
would be shoo-ins if  the Nobel committee hon-
ored intransigence.

End tariff abuse

A
mong the many powers that Congress has 
ceded to the executive branch is the power 
to invoke national security as a reason to 

impose tariffs on imported goods, regardless of  
whether national security truly is in play.

Section 232 of  the Trade Expansion Act of  
1962 allows presidents to restrict imports or 
impose tariffs on selected material and finished 
goods to protect national security.

Most presidents have not invoked the provi-
sion. Before Donald Trump took office in 2017, 
the last time the measure was used was in 1986. 
Trump, bizarrely, used it in 2018 to pander to 
narrow domestic industrial interests, slapping 
tariffs of  up to 25% on steel and aluminum pro-
duced by Canada, several European nations 
and other military and economic allies of  the 
United States.

As Republican U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey of  Penn-
sylvania put it recently: “These wrongfully 
imposed tariffs have increased costs for Ameri-
can consumers, substantially burdened domes-
tic manufacturers, and have undermined our 
relationships with our allies.”

He and Democratic Sen. Mark Warner of  Vir-
ginia have introduced the Bicameral Congres-
sional Trade Authority Act, which would 
restore Congress’ power over tariffs invoked on 
national security grounds.

Under the bill, any tariff  imposed under Sec-
tion 232 would undergo congressional review 
and require congressional approval before 
being implemented. And it would correct a 
major omission in the original law by defining 
national security in the context of  tariffs, limit-
ing their use to military equipment, energy 
resources and critical infrastructure.

Congress should pass this bill to reestablish 
rational use of  the national security tariff  pow-
er and establish accountability for it.
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Robert Morris Elementary 

School third graders display 

dictionaries they received 

from the North Scranton 

Rotary Club in 2017. Front 

row, from left: Nico Publiese, 

Kulyanna  Straub and Lenox 

Pena. Back row, from left: 

Principal Michael Coleman, 

Wyatt Smith, Yiuxan Huang, 

Shahadda McKnight-Duncan, 

and Terry Beilman, Rotary 

vice president.


