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BY DAVID SINGLETON

STAFF WRITER

Advocates of  restoring 
passenger train service 
between Scranton and New 
York City have delivered a 
short message to the feder-
al agency that will ultimate-
ly decide whether the proj-

ect is funded.
We want in.
U.S. Sen. Bob Casey and 

U.S. Rep. Matt Cartwright 
announced Wednesday 
they’ve sent letters to the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration 
to urge the reestablishment 
of  the passenger rail service 

that ended in 1970.
The letters notified FRA 

Administrator Amit Bose of  
an interest to participate in 
the agency’s Federal-State 
Partnership for Intercity 
Passenger Rail grant pro-
gram.

“The good news is the dol-

lars are available, and we are 
going to keep pushing to get 
this done,” Casey said during 
a Zoom press conference with 
Cartwright, D-8, Moosic.

Under the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, the 
$1.2 trillion infrastructure 
package passed by Congress 

and signed into law by Presi-
dent Joe Biden last year, the 
FRA is in charge of  deciding 
which projects to fund with 
the more than $65 billion that 
will go to the nation’s rail-
ways.

Casey, Cartwright push for action on Scranton-to-NYC rail

BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

A private investigator 
completed a draft report into 
how Lackawanna County 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  D e b i 
Domenick obtained a key to 
the county prison.

During a prison board 
meeting Wednesday, chair-
man Judge James Gibbons 
said the board received inves-
tigator James Sulima’s report 
Tuesday, and some board 
members have not had time to 
read it.

Gibbons suggested allow-
ing 10 days for board mem-
bers to read it and ask follow-

up questions. If  no one has 
follow-up questions within 10 
days, he said, the board will 

release the report.
The board voted unani-

mously to follow the sugges-
tion but District Attorney 
Mark Powell added a release 
deadline: no later than the 
July 20 prison board meeting, 
even if  there are follow-up 
questions.

Afterward, Gibbons said he 
has partly read the report, but 
declined to comment on its 
contents.

Powell said he has read the 
entire report, but will respect 
the board’s guidelines and 
avoid commenting until its 
public release.

Domenick, a prison board 
member because she’s a com-
missioner, perused the report 

Prison key report  
done, not public

TOP: Lackawanna County Commissioner Debi Domenick looks on during a meeting of the prison board 

at the Lackawanna County Government Center on Wednesday. LEFT: Lackawanna County Judge James 

Gibbons speaks during the meeting. RIGHT: A picture of a key is seen as Domenick looks through a 

report on the investigation into how she obtained a key to the county prison.
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A Wawa convenience store and gas station is proposed 

in South Scranton at the former Profera’s Pizza site on 

Moosic Street near Meadow Avenue. 

BY JIM LOCKWOOD

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — Lackawan-
na County soon may no lon-
ger lack a Wawa.

Developer NDA Moosic 
LLC of  Vestal, New York, 
proposes to build the first 
Wawa convenience store and 
gas station in Lackawanna 
County along Moosic Street 
and off  Meadow Avenue in 
South Scranton at the site of  
the former Profera’s Pizza.

The zoning board will hear 
an application for variances 
for the project on June 29 at 
6 p.m. at City Hall, according 
to a public notice in Wednes-
day’s edition of  The Times-
Tribune.

A Wawa in Scranton 
would be the northernmost 
location for the popular con-
venience store chain based 

WAWA HEADING 

NORTH; LOCATION 

PLANNED FOR 

SOUTH SCRANTON

About Wawa
Wawa Inc., a privately held 
company, began in 1803 
as an iron foundry in New 
Jersey. Toward the end of 
the 19th century, owner 
George Wood took an 
interest in dairy farming 
and the family began a 
small processing plant in 
Wawa, Pa., in 1902. As 
home delivery of milk 
declined in the early 
1960s, Grahame Wood, 
George’s grandson, 
opened the first Wawa 
Food Market in 1964 as 
an outlet for dairy prod-
ucts. Wawa stores are 
located in Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, Florida 
and Washington, D.C
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The popular gas 
station  and 
convenience store 
would occupy the 
former Profera’s 
Pizza site.

Investigator hired to unravel how a commissioner  

obtained a key to the jail; board withholds findings

Commissioner Debi Domenick says she 
can’t remember who gave her the key. 
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Lackawanna County Sheriff 

Mark McAndrew attends a 

prison board meeting at 

the Lackawanna County 

Government Center on 

Wednesday.

BY CARLA K. JOHNSON

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The number and rate of  
U.S. abortions increased 
from 2017 to 2020 after a long 
decline, according to figures 
released Wednesday.

The report from the Gutt-
macher Institute, a research 
group that supports abortion 
rights, counted more than 
930,000 abortions in the U.S. 
in 2020. That’s up from about 

862,000 abortions in 2017, 
when national abortion fig-
ures reached their lowest 
point since the 1973 U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling that 
legalized the procedure 
nationwide.

About one in five pregnan-
cies ended in abortion in 
2020, according to the report, 
which comes as the Supreme 

U.S. abortions rise: 
1 in 5 pregnancies 
terminated in 2020
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Biden delivers message to oil refiners
President Joe Biden, trying to record a win and lower prices at the pump for Americans, 
warned U.S. oil refiners on Wednesday to increase production of gasoline and diesel as much 
of the nation is facing prices of $5 or more per gallon. 
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