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BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

COVID-19’s spread took a 
sharp turn for the worse in 
the past week across the 
state and region.

The rates of  new deaths 
remained relatively stable in 
both, but the rates of  new 
cases surged by almost a 
quarter in the past week in 
each, an analysis of  the lat-

est state Department of  
Health data shows.

“The numbers are bad,” 
said Dr. James Cruse, medi-

cal director of  Wayne Memo-
rial Hospital’s community 
health centers, who tracks 
case trends.

Since March 22, the total 
number of  cases recorded in 
the previous two weeks 
climbed by 24.5% — 38,274 to 
47,670 — in the state and 
24.3% — 2,966 to 3,686 — in the 
region that includes Lacka-
wanna, Luzerne, Monroe, 
Pike, Susquehanna, Wayne 
and Wyoming counties.

Doctor suspects variant could play factor in spike

CORONAVIRUS IN NORTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA

It’s not over: Virus cases surge
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Positivity rate New cases/100,000

Week ending 3/18 3/25 3/18 3/25

Lackawanna 7.3% 9.2% 128.3 178.8

Luzerne 7.4% 9.7% 116.9 181.8

Monroe 14.1% 12.9% 238.4 235.5

Pike 13.8% 15.8% 213.2 267.0

Susquehanna 10.9% 17.1% 128.9 218.2

Wayne 9.3% 9.1% 109.0 120.7

Wyoming 15.1% 11.8% 175.4 209.0

Pennsylvania 6.5% 7.6% 114.3 139.1

COVID-19 cases in NEPA vs. state

DIRE WARNING
Dr. Rochelle Walensky, left, the  
head of the Centers for Disease  
Control and Prevention, said she has 
a sense of “impending doom” as 
virus continues its stranglehold. A7
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ABINGTON HEIGHTS GRADUATE TO PLAY PRO BALL B1

YO, SCRANTON! DOWNTOWN BAR HITS 
MARKET. WHAT’S THE ASKING PRICE? C1
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BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — The 24 flags 
waved in the brisk wind outside 
John Adams Elementary School 
on Monday morning — each rep-
resenting the country or territory 
where a student was born.

Parents took photos near the 
school gates. Tears trickled down 
cheeks. For some children, after a 
year of  virtual learning because 
of  the coronavirus pandemic, 
Monday marked their first time in 
an American classroom.

“This school is a very special 
place. It’s the anchor of  this neigh-
borhood,” said Lisa McConlogue, 
the school’s assistant principal. 
“We just want everyone to feel 
welcome.”

Children in the Scranton 

School District returned to class-
rooms for the first time in more 
than a year Monday, with 

Students at John Adams Elementary are   

welcomed with flags from native countries  

on first day back to school in Scranton.

Celebrating  
diversity
John Adams Elementary 
School flies 24 flags outside, 
representing where its stu-
dents were born. The coun-
tries or territories are:
Afghanistan, Bhutan, Congo, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Ethiopia, Haiti, Honduras, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Mexico, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Poland, Puerto 
Rico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
Spain, Tanzania, Turkey, Ugan-
da and United States.
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Flags are displayed outside John Adams Elementary School for each country represented by students, as they enter for the first 

day back to school Monday.

‘WE’VE BEEN  

WAITING  

FOR THIS’
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ABOVE: John 

Adams 

Elementary’s 

Mason 

Manning  

wears his 

mask and  

Yoda hood to 

the first day  

of school 

Monday.

LEFT: 

Assistant 

Principal Lisa 

McConlogue 

greets stu-

dents as they 

get off the 

bus.
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STAFF WRITER

The state attorney general’s 
office falsely charged Lackawa-
nna County prison guard Paul 
Voglino with 
s e x u a l l y 
assaulting an 
i n m a t e 
despite clear 
evidence the 
woman fabri-
cated the story 
to bolster a 
civil lawsuit, 
according to a federal lawsuit.

Had investigators con-
ducted a basic inquiry, they 
would have discovered the 
woman testified before two 
grand juries in 2013 and 2016 
that two other guards 
repeatedly assaulted her, 
but she never accused Vogli-
no, the suit says.

The two guards were never 

Please see CASES, Page A5

Please see ADAMS, Page A5

Cleared  
guard sues 
AG’s office

VOGLINO

BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

The Scranton School 
Board seeks more informa-
tion on the work needed at 
George Bancroft Elementary 
School before a potential vote 
next month to close the build-
ing permanently.

But regardless of  when 
the board receives a feasibili-
ty study, the district must 
become more efficient by 
reducing its footprint, the 
chief  recovery officer said.

“You don’t have enough 
money to waste on lack of  
efficiency,” Candis Finan, 
Ed.D., told directors during 
nearly four hours of  meet-
ings Monday night.

Closing Bancroft is not 
about the money necessary 

Paul Voglino claims 
in lawsuit he was 
charged despite 
evidence testimony 
was fabricated. 

Please see LAWSUIT, Page A5

Bancroft 
decision 
will wait
The board wants 
more information 
about work needed 
at the elementary 
school.

Please see SCHOOL, Page A5

Child abuse cases drop in pandemic
With children out of the public eye, an alarming trend 
has emerged in America during the pandemic. The  
number of reported child abuse cases has dropped, 
worrying advocates. Nation&World, A10


