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Weather, B10

BY DAVID SINGLETON

STAFF WRITER

The husband of  a woman slain 
in her West Scranton home this 
week faces attempted homicide 
charges after investigators say he 
assaulted another inmate at the 
Lackawanna County Prison.

The new charges against 
Thomas R. Evans, 36, 837 N. Sum-
ner Ave., come as city police and 
the district attorney’s office con-
tinue their investigation into the 
homicide of  his wife, Tara Marie 
Evans, 37.

City police have so far not iden-

tified Thomas Evans as a suspect 
in the killing of  his wife, whose 
body was found inside the cou-
ple’s home Monday evening.

He was initially arrested and 
jailed Tuesday on theft and weap-
ons charges. As part of  the inves-
tigation into Tara Evans’ death, 
investigators determined Thom-
as Evans stole a handgun belong-
ing to his wife from their resi-
dence, police said.

County detectives, who filed 
the latest charges, accused 

EVANS CHARGED 
FOR JAIL ASSAULT 

GoFundMe page for Tara Evans
A GoFundMe page has been established to help the family of 
Tara Evans with funeral and other expenses. As of late 
Wednesday afternoon, the page was about halfway to its 
$10,000 goal. To contribute to the GoFundMe, visit www.
gofundme.com/f/help-for-tara-evans-family.
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Balloons, flowers and candles sit on the sidewalk outside 827 N. Sumner Ave. as Scranton police crime scene investigator 

Joseph Castellano makes his way back into the scene.

Husband of a slain Scranton woman charged with  
attempted homicide, accused of choking another  
inmate and removing his trachea tube  

BY TERRIE  

MORGAN-BESECKER

STAFF WRITER

Federal prosecutors filed a 
423-count indictment against 
a Scranton physician, alleg-
ing he ran a pill mill that led 
to the overdose deaths of  two 
people and participated in an 
elaborate scheme to defraud 
the government.

Dr. Kurt Moran conspired 
with a drug company, Insys 
Therapeutics of  Chandler, 
Arizona, to repeatedly over 
prescribe Subsys, a spray 
containing the powerful nar-
cotic fentanyl, to patients 
who had no legitimate need 
for the drug, according to the 
indictment.

To conceal the scheme, 
Insys disguised kickbacks it 
paid him as speaking fees at 
events purportedly designed 
to educate health care profes-
sionals about the drug’s ben-
efits. In reality, the events 
were a sham that were often 
attended by people with no 
legitimate interest, including 
Moran’s friends, family 
members and employees of  
Insys.

Moran appeared before 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Karo-
line Mehalchick on Wednes-
day afternoon and pleaded 
not guilty to the indictment, 
which charges him with 315 
counts of  unlawful distribu-
tion of  a controlled sub-
stance, 93 counts of  health 
care fraud, 11 counts of  
receipt of  health care kick-
backs,  two counts  o f  

Scranton 
doctor 
charged 
with pill 
scheme
Prosecutors say  
Dr. Kurt Moran 
also worked with 
drug company  
to prescribe 
unwarranted 
fentanyl.

BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

Democratic presidential 
nominee Joe Biden will 
drop by the region tonight 
for one of  his briefer visits.

Biden, 77, a Scranton 
native who often stops by 
his old haunts on local vis-
its, is expected to appear 
only at an 8 p.m. CNN town 
hall in a parking lot out-
side PNC Field on Montage 
Mountain Road in Moosic. 
A CNN-selected, drive-in 

audience of  about 100 will 
gather there and some will 
get to ask questions, net-
work spokeswoman Ella 
Richardson said in an 
email.

Anderson Cooper will 
host the town hall. As of  
Wednesday, Biden was not 
scheduled to stop any-
where else, a campaign 
spokeswoman said. He did 
invite  his  two local 

Biden, in area for CNN 
town hall tonight, not 
planning other stops
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BIDEN

Crews make the final push on 

Wednesday to complete a stage for 

CNN’s town hall tonight with Joe 

Biden. Anderson Cooper will host the 

event that begins at 8 p.m. 

Additional coverage on Page A5.

Tara Evans obituary

Please see CHARGES, Page A4 Please see DOCTOR, Page A4

Please see BIDEN, Page A4

The obituary for Tara Evans who was found slain 
in her North Sumner Avenue home earlier this 
week appears on Page B8

We bear-ly knew you
The wayward black bear that has been spotted roaming the city in the past few days  
was finally nabbed Wednesday in a tree in North Scranton. The young bruin was  
examined and transported about 50 miles south. 
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BY MATTHEW PERRONE, 

RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 

AND MIKE STOBBE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Openly 
contradicting the govern-
ment’s top health experts, 
President Donald Trump 
predicted Wednesday that a 
safe and effective vaccine 
against the coronavirus 
could be ready as early as 
next month and in mass dis-
tribution soon after, under-
mining the director of  the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and calling 
him “confused” in projecting 

a longer time frame.
Trump also disagreed 

with Dr. Robert Redfield 
about the effectiveness of  
protective masks — which 
the president recommends 
but almost never wears — 
and said he’d telephoned 
Redfield to tell him so.

Earlier in the day, the CDC 
sent all 50 states a “playbook” 
for distribution of  a vaccine 
to all Americans free of  cost 
when one is proven safe and 
effective — which is not yet 
the case. Redfield told a 

Trump expects vaccine 
ready in next month, 
contradicting experts

Please see TRUMP, Page A4


