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DOWNPLAYING CORONAVIRUS RIGHT CALL?

NOT A PEEP UNTIL EASTER: See how virus 

affected production of popular marshmallow holiday treat. A5
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BY DAVID SINGLETON

STAFF WRITER

O
n a Scranton-bound train in October 1920, the 
talk among a group of  men coming home from 
a Kiwanis convention in Harrisburg turned to 

launching a movement to ease suffering in their city.
The impetus for that discussion was the lingering 

effects of  the Spanish flu pandemic of  1918.
Like much of  America, Scranton was still reeling 

from the global calamity, which threw thousands of  
citizens out of  work and strained medical and chari-
table resources in the city.

Four months later, on Feb. 21, 1921, during a meet-
ing convened to address the situation, Community 
Chest of  Scranton was born.

That organization is known today as United Way of  
Lackawanna and Wayne Counties.

As the United Way celebrates its centennial, Presi-
dent and CEO Gary Drapek acknowledges there is a 
certain irony that an organization that can trace its 
roots to a past pandemic now faces one of  its greatest 
challenges because of  a modern one.

“What hasn’t been lost and what I love about this 
organization is that when you stop and think about it, 

Encountering a pandemic that has heavily impacted communities,  
United Way faces campaign like no other during centennial year

JAKE DANNA STEVENS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

United Way of Lackawanna and Wayne Counties President and CEO Gary Drapek stands Wednesday with a book of newspaper 

clippings from past campaigns, some dating back to the 1920s, at the United Way in Scranton.

FINDING A WAY
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A Community Chest 

pin and notice of 

money to be given 

to a Scranton resi-

dent is displayed  

at the United Way  

in Scranton. The 

Community Chest 

name was used for 

United Way organiza-

tions until the 

1950s.

BY JOSEPH KOHUT

STAFF WRITER

When the phone started 
ringing, it barely let up.

The arrival of  COVID-19 in 
the spring led Pennsylvania 
to shut down most services, 
including driver’s license 
testing, in late March. A 
backlog of  would-be licensed 
drivers followed when road 
testing resumed June 2. 
Those seeking to avoid long 
lines at the state Department 
of  Transportation’s testing 
sites started calling in droves 
to schedule appointments 
with Pete’s Garage in Scran-
ton, one of  the few third-par-
ty testing sites in the state, 
said supervisor Tricia 
Trygar.

“When we first opened up, 
we were bombarded with 
calls with people wanting to 
take their tests,” said Trygar.

Third-party testing for a 
noncommercial driver’s 
license has been available in 
Pennsylvania since May 
2016. Throughout Pennsylva-
nia, there are 41 third-party 
driver’s license testing sites 
in 18 counties run by 24 com-
panies.

“It just started slowing 
down now,” Trygar said. 
“This month, we have about 
15 scheduled so far.”

Driver’s 
tests in 
demand, 
not just 
at DMV
Third-party testing 
sites “bombarded” 
as people try to 
bypass the wait at 
PennDOT centers.

Please see CAMPAIGN, Page A7

Please see TESTING, Page A6

CARING FOR DAYS: One of the biggest events for the 
United Way of Lackawanna and Wayne Counties has an 
expanded purpose this year, amid the pandemic. A7

KEY DATES: See how the United Way of Lackawanna 
and Wayne Counties got its start. A7

THE CAMPAIGN: Check out the fundraising goals and 
how much has been contributed so far. A7

BY ED MAHON 

SPOTLIGHT PA

HARRISBURG — Eight 
years ago, as the state was 
still recovering from the fall-
out of  a severe economic 

recession, lawmakers in Har-
risburg cut $84 million that 
counties used to fund pro-

grams for people with intel-
lectual disabilities, mental 
health challenges and other 
needs.

At the time, Republican 
G o v.  T o m  C o r b e t t ’ s 

administration said the state 
faced a more than $700 mil-
lion shortfall and that fund-
ing for counties was one of  

Providers fear big budget cuts will again 
hurt mentally ill, disabled in Pennsylvania

Please see SPOTLIGHT, Page A6

T-storm,
high 75

President Donald Trump’s supporters think so. But maybe it’s 
best not to talk about it. Columnist Chris Kelly explains. C1
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