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Lackawanna County Com-
missioner Debi Domenick 
wants a judge to dismiss District 
Attorney Mark Powell’s com-
plaint seeking an injunction 

barring her from accessing his 
office’s emails.

In court documents filed July 
6, Powell accused Domenick of  
ordering a subordinate to 
retrieve emails from the county 
server to gain information 

about an investigation involving 
a county prison employee. 
Those emails included “confi-
dential and protected” emails 
between the prison’s warden 
and a county judge, Powell 
alleged.

He seeks an injunction that 
would protect his office’s emails 
and other electronic data from 
Domenick’s access, arguing the 
DA’s office would suffer “perma-
nent, immediate and irrepara-
ble harm” if  the injunction is 

not granted. County Judge Ter-
rence R. Nealon is presiding 
over the matter.

Domenick’s attorney, Mat-
thew Comerford, filed a motion 
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As a new school year 
approaches, COVID-19 infec-
tions are again on the rise, 
fueled by highly transmissi-
ble variants, filling families 
with dread. They fear the 
retur n of  a pandemic 
scourge: outbreaks that side-
line large numbers of  teach-
ers, close school buildings 
and force students back into 
remote learning.

Some school systems 
around the country have 
moved to bolster staffing to 
minimize disruptions, but 
many are hoping for the best 
without doing much else dif-
ferently compared with last 
year.

Even some of  the districts 
that had the most disrup-
tions to in-person schooling 
amid the spread of  the high-
ly contagious omicron vari-
ant point to few specific 
changes in their prevention 
efforts.

Among them is Baltimore 
County schools, where the 
number of  days that individ-
ual schools in the district 
couldn’t offer in-person 
learning added together 
totaled 159 in January, 
according to data from the 
private research firm Bur-
bio, which tracks over 5,000 
school districts nationwide. 
District officials said they 
did not see a need to change 
protocols.

“We don’t anticipate signif-
icant changes to our plan; we 
don’t anticipate significant 
disruptions,” said Charles 
Her ndon,  a  Baltimore 

COVID 
surges; 
what will 
schools 
change?
It appears that 
some of the hardest 
hit don’t have 
bolstered plans. 
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Elliot Senseman loved 
snakes. He reared them and 
rescued them but, in the end, 
was killed by one, an 18-foot 
behemoth that wrapped 
itself  around his neck and 
cut off  his oxygen.

The 27-year-old Upper 

Macungie Twp. man was in 
cardiac arrest Wednesday 
when police arrived at his 
home. An officer had to fatal-
ly shoot the snake in the 
head to free Senseman from 
its grip.

Senseman died Sunday at 
Lehigh Valley Hospital-
Cedar Crest. The cause was 
anoxic brain injury due to 

asphyxiation by constriction, 
the Lehigh County coroner’s 
office said in ruling the death 
an accident.

The Daily Beast, quoting 
an unidentified relative, said 
Senseman was cleaning the 
snake cages when the snake 
grew “aggressive” and 
attacked him.

S e n s e m a n’s  m o t h e r, 

Heather Lyons, wept as she 
recalled her son as a gener-
ous spirit with an off-the-wall 
sense of  humor who once, as 
a lark, let his sister cut his 
hair into a mullet.

“He was eccentric and fun 
and unique and brilliant,” 
Lyons said. “Everything he 

‘Generous spirit,’ mom recalls son strangled by snake

COURTESY OF JEREMY RIOS GRIFFIN

Jeremy Rios Griffin, left, and Elliot Senseman are 

shown at Kutztown University in 2017. Griffin is hold-

ing one of Senseman’s snakes, a reticulated python 

named Rolex. 
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Actor Paul Sorvino looks over photos of Jason Miller in the Scranton Times library on Feb. 4, 2004. Sorvino sculpted a bust of 

Miller that is now displayed at Courthouse Square in the city’s downtown.

With the death of Paul Sorvino, the nation 
has lost some of the most influential actors 
to play mafia figures on both the big screen 
and television. Since May, we’ve said fare-
well to James Caan, who played Sonny Cor-
leone in the “Godfather” saga, Ray Liotta, 
Henry Hill in “Goodfellas,” and Tony Sirico, 
Paulie Gualtieri in the HBO smash hit “The 
Sopranos.”
Sorvino’s obit appears on B9.

They’re gone but will 

not be forgottenPAUL SORVINO AND 

HIS CITY CONNECTION
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For photos and more of Sorvino’s 
city connections visit us online

Left unsaid
What did former President 
Donald Trump leave out of his 
speech the day after rioters 
stormed the Capitol? A8

Despite some controversy, the actor has deep ties to the area 
and those who knew him say his love for Scranton was genuine.
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Paul Sorvino speaks at the Jason Miller 

bust dedication ceremony in 2008.
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Paul Sorvino, famous as a star of  Hollywood 
but infamous locally for directing an ill-fated tax-
payer-funded movie in Scranton, died Monday.

Sorvino’s friends reminisced Monday eve-
ning about his love for the city where he direct-
ed and starred in “The Trouble with Cali” — a 
locally controversial $1.3 million film that 
received a total of  $500,000 from Lackawanna 
County commissioners between 2005 and 2006. 
Best known for his roles as mob boss Paul 
Cicero in “Goodfellas” and Sgt. Phil Cerreta in 

Please see SORVINO, Page A9


