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Single parent Camille Gumbs and her 12-year-old son, Calvin, outside their apartment at Camp Comanche in Scott Twp., where 

Camille is a program director at the nonprofit Christian retreat camp for disadvantaged children and their families.
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BY CHRISTOPHER RUGABER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Lower gas costs 
slowed U.S. inflation for a second 
straight month in August, but most 
other prices across the economy kept 
rising — evidence that inflation 
remains a heavy burden for Ameri-
can households.

Consumer prices rose 8.3% from a 
year earlier and 0.1% from July. But 
the jump in “core” prices, which 
exclude volatile food and energy 
costs, was especially worrisome. It 
outpaced expectations and ignited 
fear that the Federal Reserve will 
boost interest rates more aggressively 
and raise the risk of  a recession.

Fueled by high rents, medical care 
and new cars, core prices leaped 6.3% 
for the year ending in August and 
0.6% from July to August, the 

BY JIM LOCKWOOD

STAFF WRITER

SCOTT TWP. — Even before infla-
tion soared, single parent Camille 
Gumbs had to adjust her life.

Formerly of  Brooklyn, New York, 
Gumbs, 46, taught college courses in 
early education until she was laid off  
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Jobless, she dreaded the prospect 
of  her and her 12-year-old son, Calvin, 
becoming homeless on the city 
streets.

So, in February 2021 Gumbs moved 
them from their apartment in bus-
tling Brooklyn to rural Scott Twp.

There, she took a job as program 
director at Camp Comanche, a New 
York City-based, nonprofit Christian 
organization serving disadvantaged 
children and their families, that has a 
year-round retreat camp on Heart 
Lake Road.

She was familiar with the camp 
from previously volunteering there.

“They offered me the position and 
to come and have a place to live,” she 
said.

Now, Gumbs and Calvin live in an 
apartment on the campgrounds 

Jumps in food 
and energy  
costs outpace 
expectations

Single parent 
adjusts life to 
provide stable 
home for son

The Times-Tribune spoke to more than two 
dozen people from different walks of life as 
they confront our changing economy. Their 
stories will be published each day in print  
and at thetimes-tribune.com/news/pricedout.A 21-DAY SERIES

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

A driver delivers 8,500 gallons of gasoline in May at an 

ARCO gas station in Riverside, Calif.

INFLATION AND OUR ECONOMY

Rising prices continue  
to burden U.S. families

STOCKS FALL AS HOPE SINKS

Wall Street’s humbling realization that 
inflation is not slowing as much as 
hoped sent stocks tumbling Tuesday. 
The sell-off ended a four-day winning 
streak for the major stock indexes. 
See how much prices fell. C1

BY JOSEPH KOHUT

STAFF WRITER

Check, please.
A South Scranton restau-

rant filed a complaint with a 
magisterial district judge 
against a Virginia man to try 
to recoup a stunningly large 
tip he left earlier this sum-
mer, which restaurant Vice 
President Leslie Minicozzi 
Galacci said they lost when 
the cardholder and financial 
institution later disputed the 
charge.

Alfredo’s Cafe is seeking 
$3,700 from Eric Marcel 

Smith of  Res-
ton, Virginia, 
according to 
a n  o n l i n e 
docket filed 
T u e s d a y 
with Magis-
terial  Dis-
trict Judge 

Joanne Price Corbett.
Minicozzi Galacci said the 

restaurant received notice 45 
days after Smith lunched 
there on June 16 that his 
$3,000 tip on his $13.25 order 
was in dispute.

Alfredo’s already paid the 
server, Mariana Lambert, the 
four-figure tip, leaving the 
restaurant stuck with the 
bill. The situation has left 
Minicozzi Galacci feeling 
“terrible.”

“You want to trust and see 
the good in people,” Mini-
cozzi Galacci said.

Attempts to reach Smith 
were unsuccessful Tuesday. 
Speaking on his behalf, 
Stephanie Thompson, who 
said she is Smith’s assistant, 
denied that he disputed the 
charge.

“He is on camera, he gave 
his ID for documentation, he 
gave his card information 
(and) signed the receipt,” she 
said in a message. “This is 
clearly a misunderstanding.”

In July, Smith said he 
stopped at the South Wash-
ington Avenue restaurant 
while in town to visit his 
mother. The 25-year-old said 
he made money investing in 
cryptocurrency and NFT 
markets and wanted to use 
his good fortune to help oth-
ers. He said he regularly 
liked to leave large tips.

The restaurant’s manage-
ment spoke with Smith to 
confirm he really meant to 
leave a $3,000 tip and he told 

Alfredo’s 
stuck with 
bill after 
patron left 
$3,000 tip
Restaurant claims 
cardholder and 
financial institution 
disputed the charge.

ERIC SMITH

Blue-collar city kid publishes memoir about ‘secret battle’
A decorated Marine pilot from North Scranton who participated in a covert incursion during 
the Vietnam War shares his story in “Operation Tailwind: Memoirs of a Secret Battle in a 
Secret War.” Read about Barry Pencek’s Scranton origins. Local, A3
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BY JIM LOCKWOOD

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — City council on 
Tuesday supported seeking up to 
$15 million in federal grant funds 
for Lackawanna College to convert 

its 401 Adams Ave. building down-
town into a new workforce educa-
tion and training center.

Council voted 5-0 — with council 
President Kyle Donahue, William 
King, Mark McAndrew, Jessica 

Rothchild and Tom Schuster in 
favor — to introduce a resolution 
from Mayor Paige Gebhardt Cog-
netti authorizing the city to act as a 
pass-through entity for the funding.

Earlier this year, Lackawanna 

College described a Center for 
Technology Innovation as a techni-
cal and vocational education center 
planned for 401 Adams Ave. It 
would offer a college-level student 
program, high school program and 

a training site for STEM, industrial 
technologies and trades employers 
for continuing education students. 
Center programs would include 
robotics, electric vehicle and bat-
tery technology, a cybersecurity 

Scranton backs $15M in grant funding for Lackawanna College
School seeks money to convert building at 401 Adams Ave. to house technical and vocational training.
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