 PREPPING FOR A TOWERING TRADITION
We’re making sure every bulb is in place for annual lighting C10

TEAMS BATTLE FOR GRIDIRON GLORY
See who’s duking it out for district titles, state playoff wins GAMEFACE
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Teachers, parents
urge improvements
Dozens attend town hall meeting as strike continues
BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL
STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — Even after
teachers receive a new contract, the work to improve the
Scranton School District is far
from over, union members
and parents said at a town hall
meeting Thursday night.

On the 11th day of the
strike, negotiating teams
from the district and Scranton Federation of Teachers
continued to meet. While the
sides did not come to an
agreement, their proposals
have inched closer. Negotiations are expected to resume

Friday morning, the 12th day
that 9,300 students will spend
out of their classrooms.
“The union made an
impassioned plea that I think
was received,” Patrick Festa,
a McNichols Plaza Elementary teacher and union officer,
said at the town hall. “We

have to see each other as
human beings who can solve
problems. We are getting
closer to a contract.”
JAKE DANNA STEVENS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
More than 100 people
McNichols
Plaza
Elementary
teacher Patrick Festa speaks
attended the union-organ i z e d m e e t i n g a t t h e to parents, students and supporters of Scranton School
Please see STRIKE, Page A7

District teachers during a town hall meeting Thursday
at Twentieth Ward Social and Athletic Club in Scranton.

Man gets
jail time
in fatal
hit-run
Delivery driver will
serve up to 2 years
for striking, killing
county judge’s sister.
BY TERRIE
MORGAN-BESECKER
STAFF WRITER

JAKE DANNA STEVENS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

University of Scranton freshman Alexandra Schmitz of Green Brook Twp., N.J., takes a photo Thursday as “The Office” cast member
Brian Baumgartner signs his book “Dunder Mifflin: The Ultimate Oral History of The Office” at the University of Scranton.

WELCOME
BACK, KEVIN
‘The Office’ star Brian Baumgartner
visits Scranton to promote new
book about beloved TV show

BY FRANK WILKES LESNEFSKY
STAFF WRITER

versity of Scranton, Cooper’s
Seafood House and Backyard
Ale House for book signings.
Baumgartner co-authored the
book with Ben Silverman, the
executive producer of “The
Office.”
“It was important to all of us,
but me specifically, that we come
here to Scranton — the place
where it all started and the place
that I feel such a deep

It’s the people that make
Scranton special for Brian
Baumgartner.
“The Office” star who played
the fictional Dunder Mifflin
Paper Company’s lovable, bumbling accountant Kevin Malone
visited the Electric City on
Thursday to promote his new
book, “Dunder Mifflin: The Ultimate Oral History of The
Office,” making stops at the Uni- Please see BAUMGARTNER, Page A7

Holiday staples in short supply
Early shoppers, shipping delays result in
limited selection of Christmas decorations.
BY ROBERT TOMKAVAGE
AND DENISE ALLABAUGH
STAFF WRITERS

the first week of December.
“We had people start coming in around Halloween
looking for Christmas decorations because everybody is
reporting the shortages, so
people started to get a jump
on it,” Kashuba said. “I think
it just pushed the whole season a week earlier.”
Kashuba has noticed more
foot traffic in the store than
he typically sees this time of
JAKE DANNA STEVENS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
the year.
“Lights have been in short Corky’s Garden Path employee Natalie Markovitz of
supply, but we were fortunate Factoryville stands Thursday next to artificial Christmas
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From booze to wreaths,
holiday staples may be in
short supply this year.
A steady flow of early holiday shoppers coupled with
shipping delays have resulted in some sparse shelves at
area stores.
Corky’s Garden Path
received only about half its
normal supply of artificial
Christmas trees so far this
year. Owner Trevor Kashuba
trees ranging in size from 4 to 12 feet tall that she set
is hopeful the Scott Twp.
store will be fully stocked by Please see SHORTAGES, Page A7 up and decorated at the store in Scott Twp.
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A Factoryville man who
fled the scene after fatally
striking the sister of Lackawanna County President
Judge Trish
Corbett with
his car was
sentenced
Thursday to
nine to 24
ULKOSKI
months in
Lackawanna County Prison.
Nicholas Ulkoski, 33,
pleaded guilty in August to
involuntary manslaughter in
connection with the Jan. 28
death of Ann Corbett, 72,
who was struck as she
crossed in the 500 block of
Mulberry Street in Scranton.
Ulkoski was delivering
food for an online delivery
service at the time. Surveillance footage showed he
braked just before impact,
then sped away. He turned

Good morning
Windy
High: 45°
Low: 27°
Weather, C10

The MVPs of the MLB
Bryce Harper adds another National League MVP award to his cap,
while Shohei Ohtani takes home
the American League MVP. B3

NEW RULES?
Pennsylvania Speaker of the House of Representatives Bryan
Cutler is this week’s guest on The Volpe Report, Sunday
at 10:30 a.m. on FOX 56. Speaker Cutler discusses the
Constitutional Amendments he co-sponsored with Senate
Republican Caucus Secretary, Senator Ryan Aument, to reign in
Governor Tom Wolf’s continued attempt at authoritarian rule.
He’ll also discuss a significant ruling from the Commonwealth
Court, rescinding the Acting Health Secretary’s Masking
Order. This issue is one of the most divisive in the cultural
wars raging across the country. Criticism of the continuing
mandates, and the disaster it portends for the Democratic
Party, is no longer limited to Republicans, but is coming from
the left, specifically, academia, as well as liberal columnists
like Max Boot of the Washington Post. ln an OP-ED editorial
in this paper, Boot warns that inflation,
the pandemic and progressive overreach
threated Biden and the Democrats.
This Tuesday on Volpe’s Views on FOX 56 News at 10,
between 10:00 and 10:30 pm, you won’t want to miss
Chuck’s view on the dangers facing the Democratic
Party from within as a war is quietly being waged
between non-radical liberals, who are joining the
moderates, against the woke radicalized illiberals in
their own party.

Representative
Bryan Cutler

