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BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

The race to face U.S. Rep. 
Matt Cartwright features a 
rematch between two Hazle-
ton-area Republicans who 
wanted to knock him out of  
office two years ago.

Jim Bognet, 46, defeated 
five other Republicans in the 
2020 primary election before 

losing the 8th Congressional 
District race to Cartwright. 
The five included his oppo-
nent in the upcoming May 17 
primary election, Mike Mar-
sicano, 73. Both live in Hazle 
Twp., adjacent to Hazleton in 
southern Luzerne County.

Both have aired television 
commercials during this cam-
paign professing allegiance to 
President Donald Trump as 
they try to defeat Cartwright, 
a Moosic Democrat, who beat 
Bognet to win a fifth two-year 
term in the $174,000-a-year job. 

Both say COVID-19 played 
a major role in 2020 that it 
won’t play this time, giving 
them a better chance, espe-
cially with a Democrat, Pres-
ident Joe Biden, in office.

E L E C T I O N

2022
✔

Biographies of Jim Bognet 
and Mike Marsicano appear 
on Page A7.

TAKING NEW  

PATIENTS SOON
$40 million Dickson City hospital project 

years in making now weeks from opening  
its doors to the public for the first time.
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BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

DICKSON CITY — A 19-bay emer-
gency room occupies the first floor of  
Lehigh Valley Health Network’s new 
$40 million hospital in the borough.

The second floor hosts a state-of-
the-art operating theater complete 
with seven operating rooms, two pro-
cedure rooms and 24 pre- and post-
procedure bays.

Another floor up, 24 patient rooms 
feature large windows, private bath-
rooms and murals designed to create 
a comforting environment for 
patients.

Lehigh Valley Hospital–Dickson 
City will open in the coming weeks, the 
culmination of  a yearslong project .

Contractors continue applying fin-
ishing touches in advance of  a May 14 
community open house. Running 
from noon to 2 p.m., the event will 
offer the public its first look inside 
the four-floor facility many have 
watched grow from the ground up in 
the 300 block of  Main Street. An exact  
date for the opening has not been set.
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How the hospital project took shape

2014: Mid Valley Hospital, a Commonwealth Health facility in 
Blakely, eliminates inpatient services and its emergency room.

January 2019: For-profit, physician-owned Coordinated Health 
breaks ground in the 300 block of Main Street in Dickson City, 
which was to be the future site of Coordinated Health Scran-
ton Hospital.

December 2019: Nonprofit Lehigh Valley Health Network 
acquires Coordinated Health. After the acquisition, work that 
had stalled at the Dickson City site resumes in earnest. 

October 2020: Officials gather at the site to announce plans 
for an expanded hospital. 

May 14, 2022: Lehigh Valley Hospital-Dickson City will host a 
community open house from noon to 2 p.m. The event will 
offer the public its first look inside the four-floor facility. An 
opening date for the hospital has not been set.

WANT A PREVIEW BEFORE THE OPEN HOUSE?

To see more images inside Lehigh Valley Hospital- 
Dickson City, visit thetimes-tribune.com. 

President Kim Jordan, left, stands  

outside the new Lehigh Valley 

Hospital–Dickson City. Above, Amy 

Rubino, director of clinical services, 

shows emergency room equipment.

Please see HOSPITAL, Page A7

Bognet, Marsicano seek GOP nod

MARSICANOBOGNET

Candidates vie for chance to face Cartwright in 8th District race

Please see 8TH, Page A7

BY CHRIS MEGERIAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — For stu-
dent loan activists, the week 
began with hope as President 
Joe Biden gave his clearest 
indication that he was consid-
ering canceling federal debt 
rather than simply allowing 
borrowers to defer payments 
during the pandemic.

But that soon gave way to 
disappointment when Biden 
signaled days later that any 
debt relief  would be much 
less than activists wanted. So 
Melissa Byrne, one of  the 
organizers who has been 
leading the charge, got back 
to work.

First, she tweeted that 
activists need to “ramp up” 
their efforts, stay “warm + 
fuzzy” and “fight until we 
win.” (“White House staff  
reads tweets,” she explained.) 
Then she and her allies dove 
into their group chats as they 
considered ways to keep the 
pressure on.

Activists 
keep up 
pressure 
on Biden 
over debt
The president 
needs to make a 
decision about 
student loans.

Please see DEBT, Page A5

WAIT A MINUTE ... 

FINDING CONNECTION IN THE KITCHEN
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