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Ex-mayor faces decades in prison

BY JOSEPH KOHUT  

AND TERRIE  

MORGAN-BESECKER

STAFF WRITERS

Former Scranton Mayor Bill Court-
right faces up to 30½ years in prison 
after a federal judge denied his challenge 
to sentencing guidelines related to his 

guilty plea to corruption charges.
U.S. District Judge Malachy Mannion 

agreed with federal prosecutors that 
Courtright should be held responsible for 
more than $2.9 million in profits the for-
mer Northeast Revenue Service earned 
from its city contract to collect delin-
quent property and garbage fees.

The ruling is a devastating blow to 
Courtright, who had argued his sentence 
should be based on the $18,000 in bribes 
Northeast Revenue paid him to ensure it 
kept the city contract or the difference 
between what Northeast Revenue 
charged and what the Lackawanna 
County Tax Claim Bureau would have 

charged the city. That would reduce the 
sentencing guidelines to about four to 
five years in prison.

Mannion held a hearing to settle the 
matter Aug. 21. The judge issued his 
memorandum Friday.

BILL  

COURTRIGHT

Scranton's 

former mayor

Courtright loses bid for lighter sentence in Scranton corruption case

BY JIM LOCKWOOD

STAFF WRITER

Josh Balz embodies Goth, so 
his latest venture fittingly will 
be a Goth-themed bar/restau-
rant in Scranton called Noir.

Balz, 30, of  Mountain Top 
and business partner Steve 
Masterson, 39, of  Scranton 

are taking over the spot of  
the former Keys bar at 244 
Penn Ave. and hope to have 
Noir open next month.

Balz previously created 
and promoted a monthly, lim-
ited-invitation nightclub/
Goth dance party event called 
Noir Nights that regularly 

sold out at Masterson’s Stage 
West venue in West Scranton.

Noir Nights were such a 
success that the pair decided 
to give the Goths their own 
bar/restaurant.

At the Penn Avenue loca-
tion, Balz is creating the 
décor and ambiance and 
Masterson will focus on the 
bar/restaurant fare. Noir 
means black in French.

“I’m going to make it more 

elegant, not dark, spooky and 
scary,” Balz said of  Noir’s 
Goth theme. “It will have that 
baroque feeling of  elegance.”

Balz’s other ventures 
include the Strange and 
Unusual antique store and 
oddities parlor in Kingston, 
which has the Harry Potter-
themed cafe called Steamy 
Hollows inside; and the Batty 

Business partners go for baroque in their 

design for new bar in downtown Scranton
Penn Avenue space formerly occupied by 
the Keys takes on dark elegance as Noir.
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Business partners Josh Balz and Steve Masterson 

stand Friday in their new establishment called Noir on 

Penn Avenue in downtown Scranton.

Judge grants 
petition seek-
ing Courtright 

cash. A4
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SCRANTON — Wearing masks, 
first-year students at Johnson Col-
lege practiced threading pipes and 
using wrenches.

While staying 6 feet apart, the 
students have come together to 
become essential workers.

As higher education struggles 
nationwide, a record number of  
students started at the private, two-
year career and technical school in 
North Scranton this week.

Just a few blocks away, the 
Career Technology Center of  Lack-
awanna County enrolls 850 stu-
dents from the region’s high 
schools — a 100-student increase 
from this time last year — and a 
nearly 70% increase in seven years.

“Everyone is looking for an 
essential career,” said Walter 
Wood, director of  Johnson’s heat-
ing, ventilation and air condi-

tioning program. “They see the 
job opportunities and want gain-
ful employment.”

When the Johnson College cam-
pus closed in March, the school 
relied on industry partners to help 
students receive necessary hands-
on training. For this academic year, 
lecture and theory-based courses 
will be delivered online to the 
record 500 students, with them vis-
iting campus for hands-on labs.

TECHNICALLY, 
THERE’S MORE 

INTEREST
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Jamie Spindler of West Scranton learns to take apart pipes without using a vise in a lab at Johnson College.
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Derrell Sapp  

of Honesdale 

maps out  

electrical wiring 

in the electrical 

construction 

and maintenance 

technology  

program at 

Johnson 

College.

Students looking for 
‘essential career’ push 
enrollment numbers 
higher at Johnson 

College and Career 
Technology Center of 
Lackawanna County.
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HARTFORD, Conn. — Stir-
crazy in some cases after the 
dreary Summer of  COVID-19, 
Americans headed into the 
Labor Day weekend amid 
warnings from public health 
officials not to make the same 
mistakes they did over Memo-
rial Day and July Fourth.

The fear is that backyard 
parties, crowded bars and oth-
er gatherings will cause the 
coronavirus to come surging 
back.

“I look upon the Labor Day 
weekend really as a critical 
point,” said Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
the government’s top infec-
tious-disease expert. “Are we 
going to go in the right direc-
tion and continue the momen-
tum downward, or are we 
going to have to step back a bit 
as we start another surge?”

The warnings came as a 
widely cited model by the Insti-
tute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation at the University of  
Washington projected a 

Summer’s 
last fling  
may bring  
uptick in 
virus cases
Public health experts 
warn against backyard 
parties, crowded bars 
and other gatherings 
over long weekend.

REGION SEES BUMP IN CASES

Lackawanna County recorded 
Friday a majority of the region’s 
new coronavirus cases. See 
how many infections counties 
in Northeast Pennsylvania  
added in a day. A3

Alienated from religion? This church has ‘a pew for you’
A church in North Scranton will hold anonymous online sessions for people it says often 
feel unwelcome at church, or who are unsure how to rejoin after a lapse. See why the 
church is reaching out and how you can join one of the sessions. A3
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