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BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL  

AND KATHLEEN BOLUS

STAFF WRITERS

The University of  Scranton will 
pause in-person instruction for two 
weeks after an increase of  corona-

virus cases on campus.
As of  last week, more than 100 

students or staff  members had test-
ed positive, and dozens more have 
been quarantined. The school won’t 
report confirmed cases this week 
until next week.

All in-person classes will be can-

celed from Wednesday until Sept. 
30. The fitness center will close, and 
students are asked to restrict their 
movements on and off  campus and 
not visit closely.

“These measures, while disrup-

tive, give us the best opportunity to 
conclude our semester together, a 
goal I know we all share,” universi-
ty President the Rev. Scott R. Pilarz, 
S.J., said in a video message to the 
campus community Friday.

Earlier this week, Pilarz said the 

BY JOSEPH KOHUT

STAFF WRITER

Carl Graziano sat at his 
desk Friday with his hands 
folded and his expression 
inscrutable.

A woman’s voice began to 
speak over the emergency 
radio.

“The words honor, integri-
ty, courage are written on the 
walls of  the police station 
and are considered part of  
our mission,” the 911 dis-
patcher said. “And no one 
demonstrated those traits 
more than Chief  Carl Grazia-
no.”

After nearly 28 years as a 
Scranton police officer and 

FOOTBALL KICKS OFF WITHOUT FANS

BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

The CNN town hall featur-
ing Democratic presidential 
nominee Joe Biden will take 
place Thursday evening in a 
parking lot outside PNC 
Field, a stadium authority 
official said Friday.

Christopher Munley, the 
chairman of  the Lackawa-
nna County Multi-Purpose 
Stadium Authority, con-
firmed the location, but 
said CNN is handling the 
arrangements. The author-
ity owns PNC Field.

“They want to do it in a 
large area with people 
there,” Munley said.

It is unclear who will be 
invited in 

to watch the event in per-
son, but CNN spokeswom-
an Ella Richardson said in 
an email the event is closed 
to the press. Richardson 
said the news network 
would provide transcripts 
and photographs after-
ward.

CNN host Anderson Coo-
per will moderate the town 
hall during his program’s 
usual 8 p.m. time slot.

CNN’s announcement 
Thursday said the town hall 
will include a socially dis-
tanced live audience and 
will follow Pennsylvania’s 
coronavirus restrictions.

Gov.  Tom Wolf  has 
barred gatherings of  more 
than 250 people.

The town hall will be the 
second this year to take place 
locally featuring a presiden-
tial candidate. Fox News 
hosted a town hall March 5  
with President Donald 
Trump, a Republican, at 
the Scranton Cultural Cen-
ter at the Masonic Temple. 

Contact the writer:  
bkrawczeniuk@timesshamrock.
com; 570-348-9147;  

@BorysBlogTT on Twitter

BY MICHAEL R. SISAK,  

KAREN MATTHEWS  

AND JENNIFER PELTZ

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Americans com-
memorated 9/11 on Friday as another 
national crisis, the coronavirus, recon-
figured ceremonies and a presidential 
campaign carved a path through the 
memorials.

In New York, victims’ relatives gath-
ered Friday morning for split-screen 

remembrances at 
the World Trade 
Center’s Sept. 11 
memorial plaza 
and on a nearby 
corner, set up by 
separate organi-
zations that dif-

fered on balancing tradition with virus 
safety.

Standing on the plaza, with its 
serene waterfall pools and groves of  
trees, Jin Hee Cho said she couldn’t 
erase the memory of  the death of  her 
younger sister, Kyung, in the 2001 ter-
rorist attack that destroyed the trade 
center’s twin towers.

Biden town hall 
planned outside 
county stadium

Mostly sunny

High: 74°
Low: 57°

Thursday’s event at PNC Field to include 
a socially distanced live audience.

U of S to halt in-person classes
Surge in virus cases spurs 2-week shift to online learning

Across the country, pandemic  

reshapes familiar Sept. 11 tributes

REMEMBERING 9/11

Members of the Scranton Police Department and a state police trooper bow their 
heads during the commemoration of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks Friday 
at McDade Park. A deceased city police officer who oversaw the volunteer effort 
at Ground Zero in New York City was honored during the ceremony. The late Dan-
iel Christian Schaufler, a lifetime Scranton resident, was a paramedic working as 
operations manager for Rural Metro Medical Services and as disaster response 
coordinator managed and organized the deployment of volunteers to New York 
City to aid at Ground Zero. He also went himself, spending weeks at the site. 
After 2001, Schaufler became a Scranton police officer, spending 17 years on 
the force. It was during his time as an officer that he was diagnosed with cancer 
caused by the toxic environment at Ground Zero. Schaufler passed away in 2019. 
His name is being added to the memorial and unveiled by his widow, Sheila.
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City police officer honored at 9/11 ceremony

Tax deferral spurned
No major private employer has 
stepped forward with plans to 
forgo withholding payroll taxes 
from workers’ paychecks. C1

NEW INFECTIONS SPIKE

Majority of NEPA’s 60 new cases 
found in Lackawanna County. A3

STEERING CLEAR 

OF POLITICS

Trump, Biden visit 
Shanksville, but 
not at the same 
time. A10

Please see 9/11, Page A5

Please see UNIVERSITY, Page A5

Graziano 
retires 
as police 
chief
Namiotka named 
department’s 
interim leader.

GRAZIANO NAMIOTKA

Please see GRAZIANO, Page A5
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Riverside football players stand in front of empty stands as the national anthem plays before Friday’s game against Wyoming 

Area at Jake Sobeski Stadium in Exeter. The high school football season in Northeast Pennsylvania opened Friday night with five 

games in District 2. Riverside, the only Lackawanna Football Conference team in action, played at defending PIAA Class 3A 

champion Wyoming Area. No fans were allowed inside the stadium. Meanwhile, one game, Dallas versus Tunkhannock, was 

canceled Friday afternoon after a positive COVID-19 case within the Dallas School District community. Coverage begins on B1.


