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Legislators seek exception to 
allow Scranton to reopen its 
budget, switch to payroll tax.

BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

Local legislators say they 
would seek an exception 
from the state to allow the 
Scranton School District to 
reopen this year’s budget 
and switch to the payroll tax.

During a Zoom call with 
district administrators on 
Thursday, the lawmakers 
repeated their request for the 
district to join the city in 
switching from the business 
privilege/mercantile taxes to 
the payroll tax. The city, able 
to make the switch due to its 
financially distressed desig-
nation, instituted the payroll 
tax in this year’s budget.

The school board had 
sought ways to make up the 
$1.8 million in potential rev-
enue loss in the first year of  

BIDEN, LAWMAKERS MARK ANNIVERSARY OF CAPITOL RIOT

BY LISA MASCARO,  

ZEKE MILLER AND  

MARY CLARE JALONICK

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President 
Joe Biden forcefully blamed Don-
ald Trump and his supporters 
Thursday for holding a “dagger 
at the throat of  democracy” with 
election lies that sparked last 
year’s deadly assault on the U.S. 
Capitol, using the anniversary of  
the attack to warn that America’s 
system of  government remains 
under urgent threat.

The president set the tone on a 
day of  remembrance that 
brought fiery speeches, moments 
of  silence and anguished 

accounts from lawmakers recall-
ing the terrifying hours of  Jan. 6, 
2021, when the Trump mob laid 
siege to the Capitol and rioters 
tried to stop the routine, ceremo-
nial certification of  election 
results.

Notably, almost no Republi-
cans joined Biden and the Demo-
crats in what some hoped would 
be a day of  reconciliation. 
Instead, it was a fresh and jarring 

Biden right in calling situation battle “for the soul of America”? A8 • How lies spread about what happened at Capitol, B10
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President Joe Biden speaks Thursday from Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capitol in Washington to mark the first anni-

versary of the Jan. 6 riot at the Capitol by supporters loyal to then-President Donald Trump.

SUSAN WALSH / ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris talk 

Thursday with Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., on Capitol Hill.

... Too many  

in my own 

party are 

embracing  

the former 

president, 

are looking 

the other 

way or 

minimizing  

the danger.  

That’s how 

democracies 

die.”

Rep. Liz Cheney
GOP lawmaker, vice 

chair of the House  

Jan. 6 committee
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BY ELISABETTA POVOLEDO

THE NEW YORK TIMES

ROME — Pope Francis 
has not been reluctant to 
o f f e r  h i s 
v i e w s  o n 
polarizing 
subjects, but 
Wednesday, 
h e  w a d e d 
into an issue 
i nvo l v i n g 
two subjects 
on which consensus is 
almost impossible to find.

Pets and kids.
Speaking on parenthood 

during a general audience at 
the  Vatican,  F rancis 
bemoaned the global decline 
in birthrates — what he 
described as a “demographic 
winter” — and was bluntly 
critical of  couples who have 
pets rather than children.

People who prefer pets, 
the pope said, were being 
selfish, exhibiting a “denial 
of  fatherhood or mother-
hood” that “diminishes us; 
it takes away our humanity.”

“Yes, dogs and cats take the 
place of  children,” Francis 
said, laying out the harsh con-

sequences of  a childless 
future, including the inevita-
ble drying up of  pension 
plans. “Yes, it’s funny, I under-
stand, but it is the reality.”

The reaction on social 
media was heated.

Several people pointed 
out that the pope had made a 
deliberate decision not to 
have children and should 
have little say on the matter. 
“Is the Vatican gonna pay 
daycare?” a Twitter user 
asked.

Francis: Choosing pets over 
kids ‘takes away humanity’
Pope critical of the selection as global birthrates are declining.

FRANCIS

Blacklegged tick



BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

The state’s and northeast region’s new 
COVID-19 case counts rose more sharply in 
the past two months com-
pared to last year, but death 
counts haven’t followed the 
holiday case avalanche the 
way they did a year ago.

The availability of  vac-
cines has certainly made a 
difference, but COVID-19’s 
omicron variant appears less 
deadly than initially feared, 
said Dr. Pragya Dhaubhadel, 
an infectious disease specialist at Geisinger 
Community Medical Center in Scranton. 

Virus deaths 
not following 
cases’ trend
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Cases rising 
globally, but 
deaths are 
declining.

And schools 
are rushing 
to find subs 
amid spikes.
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talk tax

BIDEN: ‘DAGGER’ DID NOT 

KILL U.S. DEMOCRACY
President condemns 
Trump, supporters 
for violence at the 
Capitol a year ago.
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Many local Orthodox Christians celebrated Christmas Eve on Thurs-
day night at St. John’s Russian Orthodox Cathedral in Mayfield. The 
Very Rev. Mitred Archpriest John D. Sorochka, above, led services at 
the church. To see more photos from the night’s celebration, visit the-
times-tribune.com.
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