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SCRANTON TEACHERS STRIKE ENDS

School to return; deal on table
Union to vote Tuesday on agreement reached with district
BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL
STAFF WRITER

BOLAND
McTIERNAN
Proposals by the Scranton
Federation of Teachers and
Scranton School District
were $13 million apart when
the strike started Nov. 3.

Scranton students will return to
their classrooms Monday, after the
school district and teachers union
reached a tentative agreement Friday.
The agreement, which does not
raise taxes next year, ends the 12-day
strike. The 800-plus teachers and

paraprofessionals in the union plan
to vote on the contract after school
Tuesday.
“I am thrilled that we have reached
an agreement after nearly three tough
weeks at the table and on the picket
lines,” said Rosemary Boland, president of the Scranton Federation of
Teachers. “We worked hard to make

sure that we did right by every student
as well as their educators.”
When the strike started Nov. 3, the
sides’ proposals were $13 million
apart. Board President Katie Gilmartin said the agreement reflects a
“strong compromise” that is also sustainable for the district moving forward. The sides had disagreed on

using part of the district’s $57 million federal COVID-19 allocation, but
Gilmartin said the district was able
to identify other areas of the budget
where the money could be used to
free up money in the general fund.
Neither side would disclose
Please see CONTRACT, Page A5

State money
to support 10
local projects
Dickson City and
West Scranton work
secures top dollars.
BY JEFF HORVATH
STAFF WRITER

JASON FARMER / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

PRINCESS FOR A DAY
FINDS HOME FOREVER
County agency finalizes three adoptions in National
Adoption Month. Its staff members borrowed some
Disney magic for the special event.
BY JOSEPH KOHUT
STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — As her aunt, Lynda
Stubaus fell in love with Elena Marie
Chippa the day the 3-year-old was
born.
On Friday, she became her mother,
on the order of a judge.
Each November, which the federal
government recognizes as National
Adoption Month, the Lackawanna
County Office of Youth and Family
Services marks the occasion in style.
Much of the office staff dressed as
Disney characters, including Elsa,

Olaf and Aladdin, while in court Friday at the Lackawanna County Government Center during hearings to
finalize the adoption process of three
families. Teddy, a fluffy chow chow
wearing a black-and-white pullover
with Dalmatian spots, delighted them
next to her owner, dressed as Cruella
de Vil.
Stubaus, 39, of Taylor, went first.
As she answered the questions posed
by her adoption attorney, Chester
Bestrycki, Elena quietly sat a few feet
away next to Minnie Mouse, her
favorite Disney character.

Stubaus, a Volunteers of America
employee, testified she has had custody of Elena through OYFS since February 2020. Her brother — Elena’s
father, Michael Chippa — passed
away earlier this year.
Friday’s adoptions bring the total
to 12 this year, said William Browning, director of the Department of
Human Services, which includes
OYFS. That’s far off from the average
40 or so a year, which he attributed in
part to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic rescheduling others and the
success they’ve had reuniting families as participants in the state’s Family Engagement Initiative.
The annual adoption event, started
Please see ADOPTION, Page A5

Right, the staff of the
Lackawanna County Office of
Youth and Family Services dress
as Disney characters at the
county government center during
hearings to finalize the adoption
process of three families. The
office uses different themes each
year — this year was “Disney
princesses.”
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Rittenhouse found
not guilty in deadly
Kenosha shootings
The 18-year-old had
testified he acted in
self-defense.
BY MICHAEL TARM,
SCOTT BAUER
AND AMY FORLITI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Above, staff of the Lackawanna
County Office of Youth and
Family Services clap Friday as
Elena Chippa, 3, is adopted.
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Streetscape improvements
in Dickson City and West
Scranton and a pair of other
projects in Lackawanna
County received state Multimodal Transportation Fund
grants approved Friday.
The Commonwealth
Financing Authority also
approved a total of $345,937
in state Act 13 funding for
projects in Archbald, Blakely,
Scranton and South Abington and Fell townships.
Established by Act 89 of
2013, the Multimodal Transportation Fund provides
grants to promote economic
development and ensure the
availability of safe and reliable transportation access,
according to the state. Funding the CFA approved Friday
for the Lackawanna County
projects includes: West
Scranton Streetscape Project,
$779,483; Dickson City Main
Avenue Streetscape Phase II,

$700,000; phase III of the
Aston Mountain Road paving
project in Spring Brook
Twp., $500,000; and a Lackawanna Heritage Valley
Authority project to install a
pedestrian bridge over Hull
Creek on the Lackawanna
River Heritage Trail, $71,998.
The second phase of the
Dickson City streetscape
project is part of a broader,
four-phase effort to improve
the borough’s Main Street
corridor, borough Manager
Cesare Forconi said. The
$700,000 state grant will
defray the roughly $2.9 million cost of enhancing
almost 2,000 feet of Main
Street between Jackson and
Dundaff streets, including
lighting, sidewalk, curb,
crosswalk, landscaping and
other improvements.
Dickson City already
secured $1 million in state
funding for the first phase of
the Main Street project, from
Hallstead to Jackson streets,
which Forconi said will be
put out for bid in the spring.
The goal of the total

KENOSHA, Wis. — Kyle
Rittenhouse was acquitted of
all charges Friday after testifying he acted in self-defense
in the deadly Kenosha shootings that became a flashpoint
in the debate over guns, vigilantism and racial injustice
in the U.S.
Rittenhouse, 18, began to
choke up, fell forward toward
the defense table and then
hugged one of his attorneys
as he heard a court clerk
recite “not guilty” five times.
A sheriff ’s deputy whisked

him out a back door.
“He wants to get on with
his life,” defense attorney
Mark Richards said. “He has
a huge sense
of relief for
what the jury
did to him
t o d a y. H e
wishes none
of this ever
h a p p e n e d . RITTENHOUSE
But as he
said when he testified, he did
not start this.”
The verdict in the politically combustible case was met
with anger and disappointment from those who saw
Rittenhouse as a vigilante
and a wannabe cop, and
relief and a sense of vindication from those who
Please see VERDICT, Page A5

Extra protection against COVID now available for everyone
No more confusion about who’s eligible to receive a booster shot of a COVID-19 vaccine.
The U.S. on Friday approved the extra doses for all adults and issued special guidance for
people ages 50 and older. See what health agencies said. A8

