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NCAA TOURNAMENT READY TO GET BACK OUT THERE?

Which teams made  
the Final Four? B1

If you’re stressed about 
being social, read this B7
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BY TERRIE MORGAN-BESECKER

STAFF WRITER

The Wright Center for Com-
munity Health admitted Tuesday 
it wrongly billed patients who 
received COVID-19 tests for office 
visits and promised to forgive 
outstanding bills and refund any-
one who already paid.

Spokeswoman Wendy Wilson 
said the center should not have 
sent bills seeking the balance of  
any fees not covered by insur-

ance or, for people with no insur-
ance, the full cost of  the office vis-
it and tests.

“They should not have been 

billed. We are apologizing. ... If  
they already paid us, we will get 
them a refund,” Wilson said.

In a related development, Wil-

son said the center is seeking an 
independent auditor to review its 
billing practices, with a focus on 
COVID-19 vaccine billing, to 
ensure it complied with all state 
and federal regulations. The 
audit will also involve a review to 
determine if  the medical servic-
es billed for were actually provid-
ed, she said.

“It’s going to be a deep dive,” 

Wright Center admits bill error
Patients due refunds for office visits for COVID-19 tests

WHEN WILL STATE OPEN VACCINES TO EVERYONE?

Gov. Tom Wolf said Tuesday his administration is discussing 
when to make the COVID-19 shot more widely available. See 
how soon the governor expects it to happen. A5

STATE ADJUSTS GUIDELINES FOR DISTANCE IN CLASSROOMS

See why the state Departments of Health and Education now 
recommend 3 feet of space between students. A3

BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

Recalled paraprofessionals 
in the Scranton School Dis-
trict will earn paychecks low-
er than what they receive in 
unemployment compensa-
tion, and for many employ-
ees, for working in unfamil-
iar or undesired positions.

Some paraprofessionals will 
earn about $48 a day before tax-
es and health insurance contri-
butions because of  calcula-
tions that provide district 
employees with checks 
throughout the summer.

“I feel ashamed to be work-
ing for the Scranton School 
District. I feel degraded,” 
said Diane Walsh, an autistic 
support paraprofessional. 
“It’s very frustrating. … I 
may lose everything because 
I don’t have enough money to 
pay for it.”

The Scranton School 

Recalled 
support 
workers 
earn less
As they return, some 
paraprofessionals 
in Scranton School 
District unhappy 
with placements.
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The Wright Center for Community Health 

should not have sent bills for office visits 

to patients who received COVID-19 tests, 

a spokeswoman said Tuesday.

First Friday exhibit celebrates women
A senior art exhibit featuring work by nine women in 
Keystone College’s visual arts program is part of April’s 
First Friday event in downtown Scranton. Preview the 
show and other events inside. weekend times
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NAY AUG CAFE EYES SPRING OPENING
Adrian Rizner of  Browndale digs a hole for a sign outside the new coffee shop in Nay Aug Park. 

Black Watch Cafe hopes to open to the public in two weeks. The building, leased by Patrick Hinton 

from the Scranton Municipal Recreation Authority, dates back to at least 1905 and formerly housed 

park restrooms. Hinton named the shop after his favorite type of  plaid.

BY MICHAEL R. SISAK  

AND KAREN MATTHEWS

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — A vicious 
attack on an Asian American 
woman as she walked to 
church near New York City’s 
Times Square is drawing 
widespread condemnation 
and raising alarms about the 
failure of  bystanders to inter-
vene amid a rash of  anti-
Asian violence across the U.S.

A lone assailant was seen 
on surveillance video late 
Monday morning, kicking 
the 65-year-old woman in the 
stomach, knocking her to the 
ground and stomping on her 
face, all as police say he 
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Please see WRIGHT, Page A4

Please see PARA, Page A4

Victim attacked 
near Times Square 
seriously injured

Please see ATTACK, Page A4

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

Scranton officials have an 
expensive decision to make 
when it comes to reviving the 
problem-plagued pool com-
plex at Nay Aug Park, which 
may not host swimmers 
again until 2023.

For the second time this 
month, city council met vir-
tually Tuesday with MKSD 
Architects — the Allentown 
firm hired earlier this year to 
conduct a feasibility study of  
the pool complex that last 
hosted swimmers in 2019 — 
and the aquatics consulting 
firm Counsilman-Hunsaker. 
Representatives from the 
firms presented several 

options for the complex, from 
repairing or rebuilding the 
beleaguered slide pool to cre-
ating a new aquatics facility 
with numerous amenities.

Repairing the roughly 
55-year-old pool marked by its 
large waterslides would cost 
about $1.6 million. That was 
the cheapest option presented, 
but also the least attractive to 
council members. Given the 
slide pool’s poor condition, 
MKSD and Counsilman-Hun-
saker recommend a complete 
replacement.

Scranton could replace the 
slide pool with a 6,000-square-
foot splash pad and new 

City council hears options 
to repair, upgrade or even 
replace pools at Nay Aug
It’s unlikely the 
park complex 

which last hosted 
swimmers in 
2019 will see 

use again 
before 2023.
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The Nay Aug Park pool complex last hosted swimmers 

in 2019. Scranton City Council members heard options 

Tuesday for its repair or replacement.
IN OTHER BUSINESS

Scranton  
City Council 
introduced, 
advanced 
other legis-
lation Tuesday at the 
meeting. To see more, 
click on this story at 
thetimes-tribune.com.

Please see POOL, Page A7

Here’s the priciest option before council
For about $8.8 million, the city could replace the existing 
facility with a new setup featuring a 6,800-square-foot lei-
sure pool, 1,400-square-foot deep pool, 3,000-square-foot 
splash pad and 5,000-square-foot support building. That 
option, the priciest presented, would include a lazy river, 
climbing wall, children’s play structure, waterslides and oth-
er features.


