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Scranton’s capital 
plan allots $2.9M  
for City Hall fixes

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

City Hall repairs and 
information technology 
upgrades account for about 
$3.84 million of  Scranton’s 
roughly $7 million proposed 
2021 capital budget — costs 
the city will seek grants and 
COVID-19 relief  funding to 
defray.

The $2.9 million included 
in the capital spending plan 
for City Hall, which was built 
in 1888 and last underwent a 
major renovation in 1980, 
would fund roof  and spire 
repairs. Estimates for the  
work come from a compre-
hensive 2019 assessment con-
ducted by consultant High-
land Associates, an architec-
ture,  engineering and 
interior design firm in 
Clarks Summit and New 
York City.

City also proposes $936,000 in upgrades 
to computer and operating systems.
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A worker sweeps the floors Friday as construction continues at the new Social Security Administration offices at the 

Marketplace at Steamtown in Scranton.

LABORING  

TO FIND  

WORKERS

BY TERRIE MORGAN-BESECKER

STAFF WRITER

A
s Americans celebrate the Labor Day holi-
day today, local construction contractors 
continue to bemoan the difficulty in find-

ing qualified laborers to work in the industry.
Labor trades, including plumbers, carpenters 

and electrical workers, have struggled for years 
to attract new workers, officials say. The short-
age is particularly troubling now as demand for 
construction services has surged, partly due to 
a backlog of  projects that were halted at the 
start of  the coronavirus pandemic.

“It’s really a Catch-22,” said Dave Balent of  
Balent Construction in Exeter. “I would love to 
hire more people. It is so difficult to get skilled 
persons. There just are not enough qualified 
people out there.”

Recent demand highlights 
shortages in plumbing, 

carpentry and electrical.
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Scranton’s 2021 capital  

budget includes money 

to address needed work 

at City Hall. Immediate 

repairs include the roof 

membrane and slate 

replacement, as well as 

repairs to the building’s 

spire towers and facade.

To review the 
capital plan, 
visit thetimes-

tribune.com.

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

A Scranton firefighter who 
worked at the department’s Mul-
berry Street headquarters Sunday 
morning tested positive for COV-
ID-19, interim Fire Chief  John 
Judge said.

The firefighter, who is asymp-
tomatic, was notified of  the positive 

test Sunday and immediately sent 
home. Contact tracing revealed 23 
other members of  the department 
who were potentially exposed, nine 
of  whom were working Sunday and 
also sent home “out of  an abun-
dance of  caution,” according to a 
Fire Department press release.

The coronavirus test that came 
back positive was administered ear-

lier last week. The firefighter was 
tested again after the initial test, 
and the press release notes those 
results had come back negative.

None of  the 23 members identi-
fied via contact tracing have shown 
symptoms consistent with COV-
ID-19. Those members will report to 
their next shifts as long as they 
remain asymptomatic, Judge said.

The COVID-19-positive firefight-
er had been responding to fire calls, 
but because the firefighter isn’t an 
officer would not likely have made 
close contact with callers or build-
ing occupants, Judge said.

Upon learning of  the positive 
test, the department promptly 

City firefighter positive for COVID-19
Contact tracing reveals 23 in department potentially exposed
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Business swings back 
at local golf courses B1

A HIT DURING THE PANDEMIC WHAT WOULD WARREN BUFFETT DO?

Learning to invest? Take 
advice from a billionaire C1

48 new cases in area
Sunday marked the fifth consec-
utive day coronavirus cases in a 
seven-county region of Northeast 
Pennsylvania climbed by more 
than 40, according to state  
figures. The state recorded 691 
new cases across the common-
wealth. No new deaths were 
reported. See which two coun-
ties accounted for the majority  
of the new virus cases in the 
region. A3Please see POSITIVE, Page A5
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BY PAUL J. WEBER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN, Texas — A guy walks into a bar, 
which still isn’t allowed in Texas.

But Jeff  Brightwell owns this bar. Two 
months into an indefinite shutdown, he’s just 

checking on the place — the 
tables 6 feet apart, the “Covid 
19 House Rules” sign instruct-
ing drinkers not to mingle. All 
the safeguards that didn’t keep 
the doors open because Dot’s 
Hop House & Cocktail Court-
yard is a bar under Texas law. 
And bars, in a pandemic? 

“Really not good,” Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
nation’s infectious disease expert, told Con-
gress in June.

But some governors are warming up to good 
enough. Thousands of  bars forced to close after 
massive virus outbreaks swept across the U.S. 
this summer could be starting to see an end in 
sight as cases drop off  and the political will for 
continuing lockdowns fades. For some states, it 
is a gamble worth trying, only a few months 
after a rush to reopen bars in May and June 
ended in disaster.

“Our governor waved the magic wand, put 
us out of  business and offered us nothing,” 

When will it be safe to reopen bars?
As the number of coronavirus 
cases falls in the U.S., governors 
in hard-hit states are rethinking 
lockdown orders. Again.

TONY GUTIERREZ / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jeff Brightwell, owner of Dot’s Hop House, stands Aug. 20 

between protective shielding placed over the bar in the 

Deep Ellum entertainment district in Dallas, Texas.

State’s restaurant and bar owners want 
capacity increased, warn of closures

Leaders in the state’s restaurant industry are once again say-
ing more businesses could close if COVID-19 restrictions aren’t 
relaxed, WGAL-TV reported.

“Our industry once had over 26,000 locations in Pennsylvania. 
Every day that number is dropping,” said Bill Covaleski of the 
Pennsylvania Restaurant and Lodging Association.

Restaurant and bar owners told members of the Senate Demo-
cratic Policy Committee about hardships they are experiencing 
during a hearing Friday. They want seating capacity to increase 
from the current 25% limit.

“We’re trying to lobby for at least the 50% mark. And let’s do it 
by barriers, and let’s do it by physical distancing,” said Dominick 
Savino, of Drexelbrook Catering.
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WHAT’S THE 

LIMIT IN PA.?

Restaurants 
and bars can 
open indoor 

dining up  
to 25%  

occupancy.

Please see BARS, Page A5

Baseball loses Hall-of-Famer and signature base-stealer
St. Louis Cardinals great Lou Brock died at 81. See how he earned nicknames like the 
Running Redbird and the Base Burglar, and why the swap with the Cubs that brought him  
to St. Louis became one of the sport’s most lopsided trades. B1


