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A U.S. military cemetery 
south of  Rome has a grave 
that is thought to contain a 
young Army private named 
Melton Futch. But the white 
marble marker reads only, 
“Here rests in honored glo-
ry a comrade in arms 
known but to God.”

It is one of  about 6,000 
graves of  U.S. troops killed 
in World War II whom the 
military was not able to 
identify with the technolo-
gy of  the time.

Today, of  course, there is 
DNA analysis. Increasingly 
sophisticated techniques 
make it possible to obtain, 

even from bones that may 
have deteriorated for 
decades, a unique genomic 
profile that can reliably con-
firm their identity.

But in order to work, 
DNA identification requires 
a sample from a blood rela-
tive for comparison. And in 
the cases of  many of  the 
WWII dead, the military 
can find no siblings, no par-
ents, no children, not even 
distant cousins. In these 
cases, despite remarkable 
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Cases soar in region
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

BY RUSS BYNUM  

AND MICHELLE R. SMITH
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Nearly half  of  new corona-
virus infections nationwide 
are in just five states — a sit-
uation that is putting pres-
sure on the federal govern-
ment to consider changing 
how it distributes vaccines 
by sending more doses to hot 
spots.

New York, Michigan, Flor-
ida, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey together reported 44% 
of  the nation’s new COVID-19 
infections, or nearly 197,500 
new cases, in the latest avail-
able seven-day period, 
according to state health 
agency data compiled by 
Johns Hopkins University. 
Total U.S. infections during 
the same week numbered 
more than 452,000.

The heavy concentration 
of  new cases in states that 
account for 22% of  the U.S. 
population has prompted 
some experts and elected offi-
cials to call for President Joe 
Biden’s administration to 
ship additional vaccine doses 
to those places. So far, the 
White House has shown no 
signs of  shifting from its poli-
cy of  dividing vaccine doses 
among states based on popu-
lation.

Sending extra doses to 
places where infection num-
bers are climbing makes 
sense, said Dr. Elvin H. Geng, 
a professor in infectious dis-
eases at Washington Univer-
sity. But it’s also complicated. 
States that are more success-
fully controlling the virus 
might see less vaccine as a 
result.

“You wouldn’t want to 
make those folks wait 
because they were doing bet-
ter,” Geng said. “On the other 
hand, it only makes sense to 
send vaccines to where the 
cases are rising.”

The spike in cases has 
been especially pronounced 
in Michigan, where the 
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N
ortheast Pennsylva-
nia  re por ted  on 
Tuesday the highest-

one day total in more than 
two months with an addi-
tional 469 cases of  COV-
ID-19.

As the most recent surge 
continues, the state reported 
4,255 new cases, bringing 
the statewide total  to 
1,049,655.

The seven-county region 
saw three new deaths, as the 
Department of  Health 
reported another 37 deaths 
statewide.

In Pennsylvania, 25,237 
residents have died since 
the pandemic began, with 
1,723 being from the north-
east. The region, which 
includes Lackawanna, 
Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, 
Susquehanna, Wayne and 
Wyoming counties, has seen 
a total of  66,088 cases since 
the pandemic began more 
than a year ago.

Northeast Pennsylvania 
last saw a case count higher 
than 469 on Jan. 27, when 
the state reported 760 new 
cases.

Meanwhile, the state has 
provided more than 5.7 mil-
lion COVID-19 vaccinations 
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TOP: University of Scranton nursing student Hannah Mayer administers a COVID-19 vaccine during a 

vaccination clinic March 27 at Abington Heights High School in Clarks Summit. BOTTOM: People wait 

in line Monday to receive a vaccine at a FEMA vaccination center at Miami Dade College in Miami. 

Pennsylvania, Florida, Michigan, New York and New Jersey have reported nearly half of the nation’s new 

coronavirus infections in the latest available seven-day period, according to Johns Hopkins University. 

STATE: Emerging as hot spot for new virus cases occurring in U.S.

NEPA: Adds 469 infections, biggest one-day jump in over 2 months

MORE INSIDE

COUNTY CASE COUNTS

See the up-to-date totals of 
virus cases and deaths in 
each of the seven counties in 
Northeast Pennsylvania on A7.

BIDEN PUSHES UP SHOTS

The president is bumping up 
his deadline for all adults in 
the country to become eligible 
for a vaccine. See what date 
Biden is aiming for on A8.

NEW VARIANT FOUND

A “double mutant” strain of 
the virus has been discov-
ered in California. A8
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GREENFIELD TWP. — 
Madison Lee O’Donnell’s 
heritage is a life of  service.

Her father, Rob O’Donnell, 
is a retired New York City 
police officer who risked his 
life as a first responder on 
9/11. Her mother, Lisette 
O’Donnell, works as an autis-
tic support and paraeducator 
for the Abington Heights 
School District. Her brother, 
Gavin, graduated in 2019 

from the United States Naval 
Academy and is now an offi-
cer in flight school, and her 
sister, Kayle, is a nursing stu-
dent at Clarion University.

Now Madison, a senior at 
Lakeland Junior/Senior 
High School, is the first 
female student in the dis-
trict’s history to receive nom-
inations to three military ser-
vice academies: United 
States Military Academy at 

To identify unknown  

soldiers, military mulls 

crime-solving methods
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‘This is how I can serve other people’
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Lakeland High School senior Madison Lee O’Donnell is the 

first female student in district history to receive appoint-

ments to three United States military service academies.

Lakeland student receives trio of historic 
nominations to armed forces academies.



A shore thing
After a year of uncertainty, Bal-
let Theatre of Scranton is turn-
ing the tide for its next perfor-
mance. weekend times
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