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The future of a revered Arctic species is melting away
Scientists call it “the canary in the cryosphere” — a white-hot warning signal for the rest of 
the planet. Diminishing sea ice spells disaster for the majestic and increasingly hungry 
species that relies on the frozen ocean water when it hunts. Health&Science, B7

BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — Pennsylva-
nia’s lieutenant governor 
towered behind a table out-
side the Scranton School Dis-
trict Administration Build-
ing and made a demand 
Tuesday.

“Negotiate now!” John Fet-
terman said, leading a 
resounding chant on the fifth 
day of  the teachers strike. 
“We’re at the table. Where 
are they?”

Claiming the district can-
celed a negotiation session 
Tuesday — which district 
officials denied — the frus-
trations of  teachers and 
paraprofessionals grew even 
greater. Union leaders say 
they plan to negotiate again 
Friday, but Superintendent 
Melissa McTiernan said the 
session has not been con-
firmed.

Fetter man,  who has 
announced a bid for U.S. Sen-
ate in 2022, joined American 

Federation of  Teachers Pres-
ident Randi Weingarten, who 
visited Scranton for the sec-
ond time in a week.

“I want you to get back to 
doing what you do best, and 
that is educating the children 
of  Scranton,” he said.

Teachers,  who have 
worked under an expired 
contract since 2017, plan to 
bring the strike to the steps 
of  the Capitol in Harrisburg 

Lt. gov demands negotiations
Scranton teachers to picket in Harrisburg today

SCRANTON TEACHERS STRIKE
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Pennsylvania Lt. Gov. John Fetterman, left, and 

American Federation of Teachers President Randi 

Weingarten call on the Scranton School District to 

provide a fair contract to teachers.

ROAD TRIP?

Even if the Scranton 
School District and its 
teachers reach a deal  

on a contract, it will be 
unsustainable if the state 
funding gap isn’t closed.  
Opinion writer Chris Kelly 

explains. Page A3

KEY DETAILS

Here’s what you need  
to know as the Scranton 

teachers strike enters  
Day 6. Page A5
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A HARROWING COMMUTE

A southbound Sherwin-Williams tractor-trailer nosedived off  Interstate 81 in Butler Twp. on 

Tuesday around noon and crashed into St. Johns Road below. State police at Hazleton said the 

driver left the road for unknown reasons, hitting a guardrail before continuing through the median 

and off  the edge of  the embankment between the bridges that take the northbound and southbound 

lanes of  the interstate over St. Johns Road. No injuries were reported and no vehicles were driving 

under the bridge at the time of  the crash. The trailer was empty, police said. Charges are pending, 

as the crash is still under investigation. 
— AMANDA CHRISTMAN

BY JOSEPH KOHUT

STAFF WRITER

As Clarks Summit and 
Waverly Twp. question the 
feasibility of  a regional 
police department, they may 
have a partner in South 
Abington Twp., officials 
there said Tuesday.

Giles Stanton, chairman 
of  the South Abington Twp. 
Board of  Supervisors, said a 
regional police department 
for the Abingtons could be a 
money saver and is worth 
investigating.

“I think it’s a good idea,” 
Stanton said. “I’d certainly 
be in favor of  it.”

Officials in the Abingtons 
took a step toward resurrect-
ing the idea, which has been 
considered before but never 
enacted, with a vote Monday 
in Waverly Twp. appointing 
Supervisor Eric Parry to an 
intermunicipal committee 
with Clarks Summit Council-
man Joshua Mitchell. Mitch-
ell was appointed Nov. 3 by 
borough council to form a 

Regional 
policing 
favored 
in South 
Abington
Township officials 
say the idea is 
worth investigating.

BY HOPE YEN  

AND TOM KRISHER

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON  — Con-
gress has created a new 
requirement for automak-
ers: Find a high-tech way 
to keep drunken people 

from driving cars.
It’s one of  the mandates 

along with a burst of  new 
spending aimed at improv-
ing auto safety amid escalat-
ing road fatalities in the $1 
trillion infrastructure pack-
age that President Joe Biden 
is expected to sign soon.

Under the legislation, 
monitoring systems to stop 
intoxicated drivers would 

Infrastructure bill 
drives tech to curb 
drunken driving
Monitoring systems  
to roll out in new  
vehicles as early as  
2026 under mandate.
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BY JUAN A. LOZANO  

AND ROBERT BUMSTED

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HOUSTON  — Emergency 
plans for the Astroworld 
music festival did not include 
protocols for dangerous 
crowd surges like the one 
that unfolded during a rush 
to see headliner Travis Scott, 
which left eight people dead 
and injured hundreds of  oth-
ers, including a 9-year-old 
boy whose family said was 
still in a coma on Tuesday.

The concert area in Hous-
ton where a crush of  fans 
had pressed forward during 
the rapper’s Friday night per-
formance remains largely in 
place as authorities continue 
a criminal investigation. 
More than 20 lawsuits have 
already been filed, accusing 
organizers of  failing to take 
simple crowd-control steps 
or staff  properly.

Houston police, along with 
the Fire Department, played 
a key role in safety measures 
at the sold-out show that 
drew 50,000 people. The 
union head of  the Houston 

At music fest, crowd surge not part of plan
Safety measures 
accounted for other 
dangerous scenarios.
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The Astroworld main stage, where Travis Scott was 

performing Friday evening when a surging crowd 

killed eight people, sits full of debris from the con-

cert Monday at NRG Center in Houston. Please see SURGE, Page A5


