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Societally secondary to grandma? Grandpa.

MADNESS PROMISED, MADNESS GRANTED

What these men are doing to shift cultural norms B9
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BY MIKE STOBBE

ASSOCiATED PrESS

NEW YORK — Deaths of  preg-
nant women in the U.S. fell in 2022, 
dropping significantly from a six-
decade high during the pandemic, 
new data suggests.

More than 1,200 U.S. women died 
in 2021 during pregnancy or shortly 
after childbirth, according to a final 
tally released Thursday by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-

vention. In 2022, there were 733 
maternal deaths, according to pre-
liminary agency data, though the 
final number is likely to be higher.

Officials say the 2022 maternal 
death rate is on track to get close to 
pre-pandemic levels. But that’s not 
great: The rate before COVID-19 
was the highest it had been in 
decades.
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LEFT: Omari Maynard sits with his children, Anari, left, and Khari, 

next to a painting of their late mother, Shamony Gibson, at home 

in Brooklyn, N.Y., in 2022. Gibson passed away in 2019.

Pregnancy deaths in U.S. 
falling after COVID spike
Preliminary data shows significant decline in 2022.

Princeton’s  

Matt Allocco

BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WriTEr

State funding will be used 
to rebuild the bathhouse at 
the McDade Park pool, pro-
vide portable vendor huts for 
festivals and help install a 

splash pad at Nay Aug Park.
Legislators on Thursday 

announced more than $14.1 
million in grants throughout 
the 22nd and 40th Senate dis-
tricts. Most of  the funding is 
awarded through the Local 

Share Account, which pro-
vides for the distribution of  
gaming revenues through 

the Commonwealth Financ-
ing Authority to support 
statewide projects in the pub-
lic interest.

The state will distribute 
the  remaining  g rants 
through the Multimodal 

Transportation Fund, which 
encourages economic devel-
opment and aims to ensure 
that a safe and reliable sys-
tem of  transportation is 
available to residents.

“This funding will be 

directed to diverse sources — 
improving roadways, elimi-
nating blight, supporting law 
enforcement and f irst 
responders and encouraging 
recreation — all to make the 
22nd District a safer, cleaner, 
greener and more inviting 

$14M in grants marked for county
Allotted funds range from $1M for water complex to $33K for a tractor

LUZERNE IN ON IT, TOO

See how our neighbors to 
the south made out. A5

BY KEN SWEET
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NEW YORK — Eleven of  the 
biggest U.S. banks Thursday 
announced a $30 billion rescue 
package for First Republic Bank in 
an effort to prevent it from becom-
ing the third to fail in 
less than a week and 
head off  a broader 
banking crisis.

San Francisco-
based First Republic 
serves a similar clien-
tele as Silicon Valley 
Bank, which failed last week after 
depositors withdrew about $40 bil-
lion in a matter of  hours. New 
York’s Signature Bank was shut-
tered on Sunday. It appears that 
First Republic, which had deposits 
totaling $176.4 billion as of Dec. 31, 
was facing similar issues.

The group of  banks behind the 
rescue package confirmed that 
other unnamed banks had seen 
large withdrawals of  uninsured 
deposits. The Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation insures 
deposits up to $250,000 for individ-
ual accounts.

Republic’s shares dropped more 
than 60% Monday, even after the 
bank said it had secured addition-
al funding from JPMorgan and the 
Federal Reserve.

MARKETS 

RALLIED 
after the 
institutions 
announced 
their $30B 
rescue. C1

$30B from 
U.S. banks 
to prevent 
3rd failure
Rescue package will go 
to San Francisco-based 
First Republic Bank in 
an effort to save it and 
head off broader crisis.

Clash in the clouds
Newly released video shows  
a russian fighter jet dumping 
fuel on U.S. drone, striking its 
propeller on second pass. A6
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BY JOSEPH KOHUT
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SCRANTON — Hoping to fill 
1,200 municipal police officer 
positions across the state, Gov. 
Josh Shapiro visited the Lacka-
wanna College Police Academy 
on Thursday to tout a new tax 
credit aimed at recruitment.

New police officers, and those 
who relocate to work in Pennsyl-
vania, will get an annual $2,500 
tax credit for three years to help 
struggling departments recruit 
and retain new officers. Shapiro 
proposes a similar program for 
new nurses and teachers.

“One of the most critical ways 

we can make people both be safe 
and feel safe is to make sure we 
have more police in our commu-
nities, more troopers on the 
beat,” Shapiro said. “And to 
make sure that they are properly 
trained.”

Thursday’s visit comes on the 
heels of  Shapiro’s proposed 
$44.37 billion budget announce-
ment, 4% larger than the cur-
rent one. The budget, which 

IN VISIT, SHAPIRO 
PUSHES PLAN FOR 
HIRING OFFICERS
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listen to 
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Budget proposal includes tax credit aimed 
at helping departments recruit and retain.
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Gov. Josh Shapiro touts a proposed recruitment tool Thursday at the Lackawanna College Police Academy in Scranton.
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The Area’s Top Political Talk Show
for the 10thYear

Volpe Report

MCCORMICK EYES 2024 U.S. SENATE

The Volpe Report welcomes back former U.S. Senate
candidate Dave McCormick, who lost the Republican
nomination to Dr. Oz in the 2022 Primary. It was the
closest loss in Pennsylvania election history, with
a margin ending up as several hundred votes out
of millions cast. It is not a stretch to suggest, had
Trump not endorsed Oz at the last minute, McCormick,
without all of Oz’s baggage, would have easily defeated
Fetterman.
Tune into FOX 56 this Sunday at 10:30 am for another
Two Part Special, with the second part airing the
following Sunday, March 26th.
Dave is a hot ticket right now as he has been on most

national media outlets over the last couple of weeks, as
well as being featured in top stories by theWall Street
Journal and the NewYork Post discussing his new
book – SUPERPOWER IN PERIL. We look forward to
discussing his book, as well as his financial expertise,
as the financial world is once again teetering on a cliff
after the failures of Silicon Valley
Bank and others. We’ll also discuss
the Biden Administration’s feckless
weakness that has compromised
American prestige and emboldened
our enemies around theWorld.

Dave McCormick

OnTuesday tune into FOX 56 News at 10 pm
as Chuck comments on the importance of

financial literacy in schools.


