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Weather, B10

BY DAVID SINGLETON

STAFF WRITER

The summer of  2020 in North-
east Pennsylvania will be remem-
bered for a hot June and a hotter 
August sandwiched around a pos-
itively scorching July.

It stacked up to make the sec-
ond warmest summer on record 
locally.

“It was definitely an interest-
ing and rather hot summer,” 
Michael Murphy, a meterologist 
with the National Weather Ser-
vice office in Binghamton, New 
York, said in an email.

The average temperature at 
the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Inter-
national Airport for June, July 
and August was 74.1 degrees, 
almost 5 degrees above normal.

BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

A chronically tax-delin-
quent Scranton landlord 
agreed Wednesday to pay off  
three mortgages on nine city 
rental properties by the end 
of  the year.

Ken Bond’s PSN Realty 
Inc., which 
h e  s o l e l y 
owns, owed 
$574,801.48  in 
p r i n c i p a l , 
interest and 
fees as  of  
Aug. 28 to 
SMS Finan-
c i a l  H W 2 
LLC, but SMS agreed to 
accept $460,000, according to 
a copy of  the agreement set-
tling SMS’ mortgage foreclo-
sure.

He still owes hundreds of  
thousands of  dollars in taxes 
and delinquent garbage fees 
on rental properties he owns, 
some of  which had been con-
demned by the city for their 
poor condition.

Based in Phoenix, Arizo-
na, SMS Financial is a pri-
vately owned financial ser-
vices and investment firm 
that specializes in acquiring 
delinquent loans and getting 
the people or companies that 
borrowed to pay.

In March 2018, SMS fore-
closed on the mortgages bor-
rowed by PSN Realty Inc.,  
claiming it  was owed 
$481,978.43 on three mortgag-
es that originally totaled 
$700,000, according to court 
documents. One mortgage 

Summer really 
did lose its cool
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Montage Mountain director of operations Jack Spitzer, left, and aquatics director Rob Nitch remove water features from a drained 

children’s pool at Montage on Wednesday. Montage Mountain closed its water park after Labor Day.

Landlord 
must pay 
mortgages  
by Dec. 31

BY TERRIE  

MORGAN-BESECKER

STAFF WRITER

State legislators are con-
sidering a bill that would 
allow restaurants to reopen 
at 50% capacity or more, but 
without other restrictions 

Gov. Tom Wolf  imposed that 
critics say are needlessly 
hurting the industry.

House Bill 2513 would 
increase capacity to a mini-
mum of  50%, with the option 
to seat more as long as COV-
ID-19 safety precautions are 

followed. It also would nix 
the mandate to purchase a 
meal to consume alcohol, 
allow customers to sit at the 
bar and increase banquet 
hall seating to 50% capacity.

The bill does not address 
another key concern — the 

10 p.m. curfew placed on alco-
hol sales, because that regu-
lation was just announced 
Tuesday. Legislators are con-
sidering options to address 
that issue as well, said state 
Sen. Patrick Stefano, R-32, 
Connellsville, chairman of  

the Senate’s Law and Justice 
Committee, which recently 
amended the bill.

W o l f  o n  T u e s d a y 
announced restaurants can 
increase capacity to 50% 
effective Sept. 21 if  they meet 
certain conditions. Officials 

with trade groups that repre-
sent the restaurant and tav-
ern industries welcomed the 
reprieve, but say other 
restrictions that remain in 
place continue to threaten 

Lawmakers tackle restaurant reopenings

Ken Bond’s PSN 
Realty will pay 
$7,500 a month and 
the balance by the 
end of the year.

BOND

It was the second warmest on record locally

97 39 2.54
That was the high  

temperature for the  
summer and was recorded 

on July 27.

Believe it or not, we did have 
a low temperature dip into 

the 30s in June.

It did seem like a dry  
summer, but on Aug. 4 we 
got over 2.5 inches of rain 

over a 24-hour period.

SUMMER 2020: TOO HOT TO HANDLE

Capacity would increase to 50 percent, but bill doesn’t address 10 p.m. curfew, a Wolf mandate

BY MAGGIE HABERMAN

THE NEW YORK TIMES 

President Donald Trump 
acknowledged to the journal-
ist Bob Woodward that he 
knowingly played down the 
coronavirus earlier this year 
even though he was aware it 
was life-threatening and 
vastly more serious than the 
seasonal flu.

“This is deadly stuff,” 
Trump said on Feb. 7 in one 
of  18 interviews with Wood-

ward for his coming book, 
“Rage.”

“You just breathe the air 
and that’s how it’s passed,” 
the president told Woodward 
in audio recordings made 
available on The Washington 
Post website. “And so that’s a 
very tricky one. That’s a very 
delicate one. It’s also more 
deadly than even your stren-
uous flu.”

But three days after those 
remarks, Trump told the Fox 

Business anchor Trish Regan: 
“We’re in very good shape. We 
have 11 cases. And most of  
them are getting better very 
rapidly. I think they will all be 
better.” A little less than two 
weeks later, he told reporters 
on the South Lawn that “we 
have it very much under con-
trol in this country.”

Trump knew danger of virus as he minimized the peril
From the book
Feb. 7: “You just breathe the air and that’s how it’s 
passed. ... It’s also more deadly than even your 
strenuous flu.” — President Donald Trump

Feb. 28: “It’s a little like the regular flu that we have 
flu shots for. And we’ll essentially have a flu shot for 
this in a fairly quick manner.” — President Trump

Explosive new book by Bob Woodward details what president knew about coronavirus
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President Donald Trump 

speaks during an event  

on judicial appointments  

at the White House on 

Wednesday in Washington. 
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Life in Trump’s America
Some of the things that Americans have come to accept 
as fact are under pressure in the Trump era, including  
on-time mail delivery and elections every four years. 
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