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BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

An exterior wall of  Giello’s Body Shop in 
Dunmore will soon display a massive out-
door mural — a grant-supported project of  a 
nonprofit working to beautify the borough 
with public art.

The Mosaic Project, which will have local 
artist Eric Bussart paint the mural, is among 
a dozen organizations and artists recently 
awarded Phase 2 Lackawanna County Arts 
and Culture Creative Community COVID-19 
Grants. Commissioners approved $96,000 
worth of  grants last week, including a $10,000 
grant for the Mosaic Project, with the Moses 
Taylor Foundation providing $19,000 of  that 
total funding.

The Giello’s mural will likely depict an 
outdoor scene featuring Nay Aug Park’s 
waterfalls and elements of  the region’s rail-
roading past, among other features, said 
Mosaic Project founder and creative director 
Liz Naro. Several other Dunmore businesses, 
including the Wonderstone Gallery, Honey-
childs’ and La Cucina Restaurant, already 
display the nonprofit’s public art projects.

Noting both individuals and businesses 
are suffering amid the pandemic, Naro said 
murals, mosaics and art in general can help 
lift people’s spirits.

“I know in my own life how much the arts 

FILLING IN  

THE BLANK
A dozen organizations, artists receive funds  
from Lackawanna County for public projects.
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Right, a mural 
painted by the 

Mosaic Project 
outside the 

Wonderstone 
Gallery in 
Dunmore.

Above, Mosaic 
Project founder 

and creative 
director Liz Naro 

stands Friday 
near a blank 

wall of Giello’s 
Body Shop  

in Dunmore.  
The Mosaic 

Project recently 
received a 

$10,000 grant 
to produce  
a mural on  

the wall.

WHERE DID 
MONEY GO?

To see a list 
of artists and 
organizations 
that received 
grant money 
from the 
county and 
how much 
they got, 
turn to  
Page A5.

TO SEE 
MORE
of Mosaic  
Project’s 
work in  
Dunmore, 
go to  
thetimes- 
tribune.com.
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Before staff  and students return 
to Scranton schools next month, 
teachers want to ensure the air in 
buildings is safe and clean.

Scranton teachers have asked the 
district to provide proof  that venti-
lation systems work and to monitor 
air exchange rates in each class-
room.

“We need assurance from our 
district,” Rosemary Boland, presi-
dent of  the Scranton Federation of  
Teachers, said. “People are petri-
fied about going back to school. 
There are so many unknowns.”

All administrators and clerks 
must return to buildings today, fol-
lowed by all teachers and recalled 
paraprofessionals March 1. Pre-
school through second graders 
return for a hybrid schedule March 
15, with third through fifth graders 
starting a hybrid schedule March 22.

In anticipation of  the return, a 
heating and ventilation contractor 
is completing system checks in 
each building, said Paul Dougherty, 
director of  secondary education/
technology/operations.

The district’s engineer, Green-
man-Pedersen Inc., is also nearing 
completion of  a study of  the venti-
lation systems in all facilities, 
Dougherty said.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention includes many ven-
tilation-related recommendations 
in protecting school students and 
staff  from the coronavirus.

Teachers 
first want 
proof of 
air quality
Educators ask Scranton 
district to show that 
ventilation systems work 
before classroom return.

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

A committee formed to 
explore renaming a Scran-
ton street after Joe Biden 
will meet for the first time in 
the coming weeks.

City council recently 

adopted a resolution forming 
the ad-hoc committee, which 
will probe the feasibility of  
and craft a potential plan for 
renaming Wyoming Avenue 
or another prominent city 
road after the 46th president 
and Scranton native. Council 

President Bill Gaughan, who 
proposed honoring Biden in 
that way and called for the 
c o m m i t t e e ,  r e c e n t l y 
announced its members.

They include Gaughan, 
council Vice President Kyle 
Donahue, council solicitor 

Kevin Hayes and city plan-
ner Don King, as well as 
Lackawanna County Mainte-
nance Director Mark Dough-
er, Scranton Tomorrow Exec-
utive Director Leslie Collins, 

Panel named to survey Biden street designation
Committee will consider renaming a Scranton road for the city native and president.
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A committee created by Scranton City 
Council will determine if it’s feasible to 
rename Wyoming Avenue or another 
prominent city street for President Joe 
Biden. In November, the city designated 
a portion of North Washington Avenue 
outside Biden’s childhood home as “Joe 
Biden Way.”
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Maroni’s Pizza House in West Scranton was listed for 
sale Saturday. Its owners want to retire and hope to 
find a buyer who will take over the business.

BILL 

GAUGHAN

City council

Please see AIR, Page A5

Please see BIDEN, Page A5

Please see GRANTS, Page A5

BY KATHLEEN BOLUS

STAFF WRITER

A Scranton pizza institu-
tion is for sale, prompting an 
outpouring of  support from 
not just its West Side neigh-
bors but from all over the 
country.

Maroni’s Pizza House — 
where pizza is mostly served 
by tray — is not closing its 
doors, but the owners are 
ready to hang up their white 
aprons and seek the next per-

son to carry on their legacy.
“They are going to stay 

and help the new owners 
until the new owners are 
comfortable running the 
operation,” said Steven Far-
rell, owner and broker of  
Classic Properties, the real 
estate agency handling the 
sale.

The physical building of  
Maroni’s Pizza House at 1345 
St. Ann’s St. in Scranton, a 
three-unit apartment build-

ing down the street and the 
restaurant’s repertoire of  
recipes, burnt cheese bubbles 
and all, are included in the 
$1.5 million asking price, 
said Farrell.

Farrell’s been receiving 
nonstop calls and emails 
since posting the listing Sat-
urday, which he said is 
unusual for a property with 
such a high asking price. A 
Northeast Pennsylvania 
native now living in Texas 

even called inquiring about 
purchasing the shop.

The listing was shared 
hundreds of  times on Face-
book between Saturday and 
Sunday, often with nostalgic 
customers sharing memories 
made over a tray and offering 
heartfelt speculation into the 
institution’s future. Owners 
Domenick Pellegrino and 
Tony Coccimiglio reached 

Who wants Maroni’s pizza?
Owners of the West Side restaurant plan to retire; 

they seek a buyer who will carry on the business

Please see MARONI’S, Page A5
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Will a weighted blanket  
help you sleep better?

See which wrestlers 
captured District 2 titles
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Is your credit report right?
More consumers are complaining about 
errors amid the pandemic, and it can be 
frustrating to fix mistakes. Here’s what you 
need to know about your report. C1


