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BY KATHLEEN BOLUS

STAFF WRITER

Democratic presidential candidate Joe 
Biden is heading back to Scranton on Thurs-

day for a CNN town hall.
CNN’s Anderson Cooper 

will host the town hall dur-
ing his usual 8 p.m. news pro-
gram slot, according to a sto-
ry posted on the network’s 
website.

The story did not include a 
location or information on 

how to get tickets, but said the town hall would 
happen in Scranton. Repeated efforts to reach 
a CNN spokeswoman were unsuccessful.

The event will feature a socially distanced 
live audience and will follow Pennsylvania’s 
coronavirus restrictions, according to CNN.

BY FRANK WILKES LESNEFSKY

STAFF WRITER

The state Department of  Environmental 
Protection notified the Keystone Sanitary 
Landfill this week of  more than five dozen 
technical deficiencies in its 42-year expan-
sion application.

In a Sept. 8 letter to the landfill in Dun-
more and Throop, the DEP requested clarifi-
cation, updates and additional information 

WHO’LL BE PICKING 

UP THE TRASH FEES?
Scranton seeking firm to collect past-due sums starting next year 

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

S
cranton will solicit proposals for delin-
quent trash fee collection services begin-
ning in 2021, when the Lackawanna 

County Tax Claim Bureau takes over delin-
quent tax collection duties for the city.

The county bureau may eventually collect 
delinquent city trash fees as well, possibly as 
soon as 2022, officials said.

The firm formerly known as Northeast 
Revenue Service has collected both for Scran-
ton since 2011, but the city will end its profes-
sional relationship with the company at the 
end of  the year. The firm, which now does 
business as Elite Revenue Solutions, faced 
intense scrutiny after it was referenced but 
not named in federal charging documents 
against former Mayor Bill Courtright.

Federal prosecutors say former NRS Presi-
dent John Rodgers, who left the firm in Novem-
ber, paid bribes to Courtright beginning in the 
fall of  2013 to maintain the company’s contract 
with the city. Rodgers paid Courtright about 
$30,000 by the time the FBI confronted him in 
September 2016, FBI Special Agent Joseph F. 
Noone testified at a hearing last month. Rodg-
ers later cooperated with investigators.

Courtright pleaded guilty to bribery, 

BY STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Regulators are taking a 
second look at a liquefied nat-
ural gas project on the New 
Jersey shoreline that could 
draw hundreds of  tanker 
trucks or train cars through 

Northeast Pennsylvania.
On Thursday, the Delaware 

River Basin Commission voted 
to stay its initial approval of  a 
proposed liquefied natural gas 
terminal in Gibbstown, Green-
wich Twp., along the Delaware 

River at the site of  a former 
DuPont explosives plant. Pro-
posed by Delaware River Part-
ners, a subsidiary of  New For-
tress Energy, the project would 
provide a transit point for liq-
uefied natural gas by rail, 
truck and boat.

New Fortress Energy 

See what’s brewing
Downtown Scranton will be get-
ting a new place to satisfy your 
caffeine fix. Find out where on 
Page A3.

Biden 
coming 
to city 

BIDEN

Native son returns 

home next week 

for CNN town hall  
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A Scranton Department of Public Works crew picks up trash Thursday in the 700 block of Alder Street in the city’s 

South Side. Mayor Paige Gebhardt Cognetti said the city will soon solicit proposals from companies to collect 

delinquent trash fees for up to two years, beginning in 2021.

CHRISTOPHER DOLAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Scranton DPW workers pick up large trash items in the 700 block 

of Alder Street in South Side.

Who’s collecting delinquent trash fees now?
The firm formerly known as Northeast Revenue Service is collect-
ing both delinquent taxes and past-due trash fees for Scranton. But 
the city will end its professional relationship with the company, now 
called Elite Revenue Solutions, at the end of the year. The Lackawan-
na County Tax Claim Bureau will take over collecting delinquent tax 
duties next year. But the bureau could also start collecting past-due 
trash fees, perhaps as soon as 2022, according to city officials.

Good morning

DEP finds dozens 

of deficiencies in 

landfill application
Keystone officials have 60 days 
to clarify expansion plans.

Please see BIDEN, Page A4

Please see LANDFILL, Page A4

Please see TRASH, Page A4

Commission tables decision for liquefied 

natural gas project with NEPA shipping route
Wyalusing Twp. plant under construction 
could send truck traffic through Abingtons.

Work paused
New Fortress Energy tempo-
rarily paused construction in 
June at its planned $800 mil-
lion liquefied natural gas plant 
in Wyalusing Twp. The compa-
ny eventually plans to use the 
plant to chill Marcellus Shale 
methane gas to minus 260 
degrees Fahrenheit, turning it 
into a liquid for transportation.Please see GAS, Page A4

ADVERTISEMENT

SUNDAY MORNINGS 10:30 AMSUNDAY MORNINGS 10:30 AM

The Area’s Top Political Talk Show!

Volpe Report

As THE VOLPE REPORT BEGINS ITS 13TH
SEASON ON SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M. ON
FOX56, local novelist, award-winning reporter and
former talk show host Steve Corbett introduces the
world to the Wilkes-Barre “Irish Guys Social Club”
and Pug Mahoney

The “Irish Guys” are the centerpiece to Mr. Corbett’s
newly-released fictional novel,“Paddy’s Day inTrump
Town.” But there’s nothing really “social” about the
“Irish Guys,” all of whom are concerned with one
thing -- getting Donald Trump re-elected -- and they
will stop at nothing to accomplish their mission.

According to Mr. Corbett, the area’s racism and
bigotry are laid bare in the telling of his almost real-
time piece of fiction that is almost certain to draw the
ire of the region’s “Irish Elite.”

Along with discussing the fictional piece, host Chuck
Volpe and Mr. Corbett discuss the parallels between
what’s transpiring inAmerica now and the rioting that
took place during the 1968 presidential election.

On Tuesday, during the FOX56 News at 10, tune into
Volpe’s Views as Chuck comments on Pennsylvania
American Water Company’s decision to seek a rate
hike in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic.

The popular “Volpe’s Views”
will resume broadcast on
Tuesday, September 15th

during the News at 10 on FOX56.
Steve Corbett


