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SCRANTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

BIDEN TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID, CANCELS W-B VISIT JAN. 6 HEARINGS

BUDGET CALLS FOR TAX HIKE
Preliminary spending plan includes 5.2% increase; money allotted for security officers

BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

The Scranton School Dis-
trict’s proposed preliminary 
budget for 2023 increases 
property taxes by 5.2% and 
provides funding for security 
officers in each school, build-

ing upgrades and curricu-
lum enhancements.

The $218 million spending 
plan, the largest ever because 
of  federal COVID-19 relief  
funds and additional state 
money, also calls for the tran-
sition from the business priv-

ilege/mercantile tax to the 
payroll tax. Directors, who 
plan to vote on the budget at 
a special meeting Aug. 2, said 
they hope to lower the poten-
tial tax increase before a final 
budget must be passed by 
January.

“I do see the financial 
struggles that the residents 
of  Scranton face daily and 
am hopeful that over the next 
five months we can work to 
mitigate the tax burden 
while still providing these 
much-needed services and 

enhancements,” board Presi-
dent Tara Yanni said.

The budget reflects an 
emphasis on student and 
staff  safety and security, 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d 

BY LISA MASCARO, MARY CLARE 

JALONICK AND FARNOUSH AMIRI

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Despite desperate 
pleas from aides, allies, Republican congres-
sional leaders and even his family, Donald 
Trump refused to call off  the Jan. 6 mob 
attack on the Capitol, instead “pouring gas-
oline on the fire” by aggressively tweeting 
his false claims of  a stolen election and tell-
ing the crowd of  supporters in a video 
address how special they were.

The next day, he declared anew, “I don’t 
want to say the election is over.” That was in a 
previously unaired outtake of  a speech he was 
to give, shown at Thursday night’s prime-time 
hearing of  the House investigating committee.

The committee documented how for 
some 187 minutes, from the time Trump left 
a rally stage sending his supporters to the 
Capitol to the time he ultimately appeared 
in the Rose Garden video, nothing could 
move the defeated president, who watched 
the violence unfold on TV.

BY BOB KALINOWSKI

STAFF WRITER

WILKES-BARRE — With 
the stage set and the city’s 
streets swarming with Secret 
Service and other law enforce-
ment, the White House 
abruptly canceled President 
Joe Biden’s scheduled visit to 
Wilkes University on Thurs-
day moments after announc-
ing he tested positive for COV-
ID-19.

From the university’s Marts 
Center on South Franklin 
Street, Biden planned to 
unveil a $37 billion spending 
plan to support law enforce-
ment and crime prevention 
initiatives around the country.

However, Biden tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 on Thursday 
morning and was experienc-
ing “very mild symptoms,” 
the White House announced 

shortly before 10:30 a.m., less 
than five hours before Biden’s 
planned address at Wilkes.

A short time later, a region-
al White House spokesman 
confirmed the Wilkes event 
was off  and word quickly 
spread to those on the ground 
around the Wilkes campus — 
from the Secret Service to 
media members to the few 
who showed up hours early 
for the planned 3:15 p.m. 
speech.

“First thing of  course is 
we’re worried about the 
health of  the president, so the 
fact he has mild symptoms, 
hopefully he gets over this 
quickly. On the other side of  
things, we are really disap-
pointed,” Wilkes President 
Greg Cant said. “So on 

BY JOSEPH KOHUT

STAFF WRITER

Each of  the 143 hearts on Jer-
emy Briscese’s cellphone calen-
dar marked the days he sexually 
abused a young girl, state police 

at Honesdale said Thursday. 
Briscese, 40, 4 Washington 

Road, South Canaan Twp., was 
charged Wednesday with hun-
dreds of  sex crimes, including 
130 counts of  child rape and 

143 counts of  sexual assault 
over an 11-month period, 
according to a criminal com-
plaint filed by Trooper Chris-
topher Schelling.

The Times-Tribune does not 

identify victims of  sexual 
assault.

State police said they began 
investigating after the parents 
of  one of  the 13-year-old victim’s 
friends told them Feb. 13 that 
Briscese groped their 11-year-old 
daughter over her clothing dur-

ing a game of  hide-and-seek.
As investigators followed up 

with the 13-year-old, she dis-
closed Briscese has been abus-
ing her since she was 7 or 8 
years old.

Attempt to drop case denied
After ripping defense lawyers, judge rejects 
Olyphant resident Deborah Lynn Lee’s 
attempt to get charges dismissed for aid-
ing the Capitol riot. A7
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Final preparations were underway Thursday at the Marts Center at Wilkes University in Wilkes-Barre for President Joe 

Biden’s scheduled visit. The White House canceled the appearance after announcing Biden tested positive for COVID-19.
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President Joe Biden speaks Thursday with Sen. Bob Casey, 

D-Pa., on the phone from the Treaty Room in the White 

House in Washington after receiving his COVID diagnosis.

‘SEND MY REGRETS’
Experiencing mild symptoms, Biden says he’s ‘doing great’; president 

reaches out to NEPA, state officials over missing Wilkes University stop

TALKING GUN VIOLENCE: With Biden absent, Scranton mayor 
joins local leaders to discuss the nationwide epidemic. A5

A BOY AND HIS MAP: NEPA youngster wanted to show the 
president a very special keepsake of his state adventures. A5
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CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

Police: Man documented child rapes on phone calendar
Wayne County resident is charged with hundreds of sex crimes.
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Christmas in July
Amid a heat wave in the city, 
some local businesses are 
spreading Christmas cheer 
with a variety of sales. C1

Trump  
refused  
to call off 
mob attack
Panel testimony shows how 
defeated president spurned 
aides’ pleas, stoked furor  
by tweeting false claims.
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Is chocolate good for you?
We all know that chocolate tastes good. 
But what health benefits does the treat 
actually offer? Find out which kind is the 
most beneficial for you. B7


