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HOW TO PROTECT YOUR JOINTS DURING WINTER C6

HURTS RETURNS FROM INJURY, 
LIFTS PHILLY TO NO. 1 SEED IN NFC B1
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BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WrITEr

J
ust four years ago, the Scranton School District 
borrowed money to pay bills.

Students read from textbooks from the 1980s.
Asbestos had yet to be discovered, and mold grew 

in classrooms.
Teachers threatened to strike.
After four years in financial recovery, state lead-

ers plan to remove the district from the program 
Tuesday, after Scranton has made great strides to 
become solvent and improve curriculum and facili-
ties. The unprecedented and unexpected early exit 
from recovery, scheduled to happen before the 
administration change in Harrisburg next week, 
represents a new chapter for the district.

“Every community deserves a great school system. 
It’s not fair, that just because of ZIP codes, that schools 

BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WrITEr

In eight days, Pennsylvania will still have a 
Democratic governor and a divided General 
Assembly.

Just not the same Democratic governor 
and divided assembly.

As Gov.-elect Josh Shapiro takes the oath 
of office Jan. 17 and succeeds Gov. Tom Wolf, 
Republicans will continue to control the state 
Senate. The House will have more Democrats 
than the last assembly, perhaps even more a 
month from now once special elections fill 
three vacancies.

The 203-seat House already has 49 new 
representatives — 23 Republicans, 26 
Democrats. On top of  that, the House has 
a new speaker, nominated Tuesday by 
Republicans — Rep. Mark Rozzi, D-126, 
Berks, who pledged to act independently 
but remained a registered Democrat as of  
Friday.

The faces have certainly changed in Har-
risburg, and whether that means less hyper-
partisanship will become clear only with the 
passage of time.

After 4 years, Scranton is set to 
exit financial recovery Tuesday. 

School leaders reflect on the 
progress and sacrifices made.
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Scranton School District’s STEMM Academy students work together in class on the first day of school in 

September. The recovery plan called for the creation of the STEMM Academy.
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The Scranton School District closed the George Bancroft 

Elementary School in June 2021.
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Scranton School Board President Ro Hume tours a class-

room after remediation work was performed at Northeast 

Intermediate School in September 2021.

Once in strife, district 
making great strides

THE FALL AND RISE OF SCRANTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

‘We have come a long 

way, and Scranton 

deserves it.’

Candis Finan, Ed.D. 
Chief recovery officer

Please see RECOVERY, Page A4

NEPA state 
lawmakers 
discuss 
priorities
Bipartisan cooperation 

possible amid divided 

General Assembly 

BY GILLIAN McGOLDRICK

THE PHILADELPHIA INQuIrEr

Whether they like it or not, Pennsylvania’s 
General Assembly will return to Harrisburg 

on Monday with one job: con-
sider a long-promised consti-
tutional amendment to 
reopen the window for child-
hood sexual abuse survivors 
to file civil suits.

Gov. Tom Wolf  made the 
stunning move Friday to call 
the House and Senate into a 

special session to vote on the amendment so 
it can appear before voters on the May ballot. 
His decision comes less than two weeks 
before he leaves office.

Lawmakers have until Jan. 27 to pass a 
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State Rep. Kyle Donahue, D-113, 

Scranton, stands at his desk during a 

state House session last week at the 

state Capitol in Harrisburg.

Wolf recalls 
Legislature  
to pass abuse 
amendment
House, Senate to consider 
measure so it can appear  
on May primary ballot.

WOLF

BY JAN HOFFMAN

THE NEW yOrK TIMES

PHILADELPHIA — Over 
a matter of  weeks, Tracey 
McCann watched in horror 
as the bruises she was accus-
tomed to getting from inject-
ing fentanyl began hardening 
into an armor of  crusty, 

blackened tissue. Something 
must have gotten into the 
supply.

Switching corner dealers 
didn’t help. People were say-
ing that everyone’s dope was 
being cut with something 
that was causing gruesome, 
painful wounds.

“I’d wake up in the morn-
ing crying because my arms 
were dying,” said McCann, 
39.

In her shattered Philadel-
phia neighborhood, and 
increasingly in drug hot 
zones around the country, 
an animal tranquilizer 
called xylazine — known by 
street names like “tranq,” 

‘Tranq dope’ brings fresh 
horror to drug hot zones
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Tracey McCann’s arms show scar tissue, 

from wounds that developed from her 

tranq dope addiction, at the Sana Lake 

Behavioral Wellness Center in Maryland 

Heights, Mo.

Animal sedative mixed with fentanyl 
leaving users with gruesome wounds.

How to meet your money goals
With a new year ahead and the holiday fan-
fare behind, now is a great time to set mon-
ey goals. Follow these tips to improve your 
odds of getting your finances into shape. A9
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