
KEEPING WATCH OVER NORTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA FOR 150 YEARS

See why anticipated matchup is off. B1

Valley View calls off game 
against Delaware Valley
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Check out autumn attractions. weekend times

We’ll help you find some 
family-friendly fall fun

BY TERRIE MORGAN-BESECKER

STAFF WRITER

Restaurants that meet certain condi-
tions can increase seating to 50% capac-
ity as of  Sept. 21, but additional condi-
tions attached to the reprieve will 
negate the benefit for some businesses.

Gov.  Tom Wolf  on Tuesday 
announced the easing of  restrictions 

for restaurants that agree to certify 
they meet COVID-19 safety guidelines. 
The downside for some: alcohol sales 
must cease at 10 p.m.

That won’t be an issue for many busi-
nesses, but for others that are more cen-
tered toward bar operations than food, 
it’s a setback.

Wolf  also left in place a requirement 

that a meal be purchased while consum-
ing alcohol, a ban on seating at the bar, 
a 25-person limit on indoor gatherings 
and a 250-person limit for outdoor gath-
erings. Bars and nightclubs that do not 
sell food also must remain closed.

The rule change eases restrictions 

Relaxed seating limit 
advance or setback?
State raises indoor capacity, caps alcohol sales
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Tony Potis, one of the owners of Backyard Alehouse, 

sits Tuesday in the bar and restaurant’s dining room in 

Scranton. The alcohol curfew will cost the business  

— primarily a bar that serves food — about 16 service 

hours per week, wiping out gains from extra seating.

BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — With desks empty 
and hallways silent, class resumed 
Tuesday in Lackawanna County’s larg-
est school district.

Day care center staff  assisted with 
virtual lessons.

Teachers worked from makeshift 
classrooms in their dining rooms, offic-
es, even attics.

Children picked up supplies and met 
teachers from 6 feet away.

“We’re all happy to be back, wishing 
we were back traditionally,” Scranton 
Superintendent Melissa McTiernan 
said. “Everyone is making the best of  
this situation that we possibly can.”

As of  Tuesday, 9,741 students had 
enrolled in the district, with that num-
ber expected to grow as more parents 
register their children this week. 
McTiernan said she was unaware of  
any major issues on the first day.

Students will learn virtually through 
at least mid-November, with the hope of  
eventually moving to a hybrid schedule 

NEW 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: McNichols Educational Plaza reading specialist Suzanne Shaffer helps students pick out books Tuesday 

outside the elementary school in Scranton; Scranton School District preschool teacher Kelly Butler talks about teaching virtually 

from her attic, which she transformed into a classroom at her West Scranton home; United Neighborhood Centers Bellevue Child 

Care Center Director Heather Hite gets a hug Tuesday from Riverside School District fourth grade student Aurora Parades. 

Back in session for virtual 
learning, Scranton students, 
parents and teachers 
confront new and different.

BY KATHLEEN BOLUS

STAFF WRITER

After an additional 64 stu-
dents and one staff  member 
tested positive for COVID-19, 
the University of  Scranton’s 
president said the communi-
ty is at “a critical point in our 
responses.”

“If  activity were to rise 
sharply from current levels 
during the course of  this 
week, then we may need to 
pivot to online learning for 
all classes for two weeks to 
let things settle down,” the 
Rev. Scott R. Pilarz, S.J., said 
in a video message released 
Tuesday.

Beginning at the end of  
August, the university start-
ed a mass testing program to 

U of S at ‘a critical point’  
as virus cases swell by 65
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University of Scranton students wear masks 

as they walk to class Tuesday.

BY JONATHAN TAMARI 

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

PHILADELPHIA — When a 
major Democratic political group 
presented a chart last week project-
ing each party’s path to victory in 
the presidential race, Pennsylvania 
sat dead center: the state most likely 
to decide the winner, and one of  the 
most competitive.

It’s so closely balanced that it’s 
impossible to name just one key to 
winning. Any number of  factors 
meshing in a variety of  ways could 

decide the result and determine 
whether President Donald Trump 
or Democrat Joe Biden wins the 
White House.

“We expect a tight race, we expect 
the race to remain relatively stable, 
we expect the map to remain rela-
tively narrow,” said Guy Cecil, 
chairman of  the Democratic super 
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PUTTING UP 

OWN CASH? 
President 
may spend 
$100M on 
campaign. A6

CAN COLLEGE STUDENTS KEEP DISTANCE?

A student journalist offers perspective about what’s 
happening on campus with the coronavirus. A3

COVID-19 OR FLU? IT COULD BE HARD TO TELL

See why the state’s top health official says it’s 
more important than ever to get a flu shot. B10


