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This rendering, left, and photo show the 100 block of North Main Avenue in West Scranton. NeighborWorks 

NEPA and the state Department of Community and Economic Development are planning to revitalize sections 

of West Side, including the area around Allen Park at Price Street and North Main Avenue.

BY KATHLEEN BOLUS

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — The West 
Scranton residents know 
today could be revitalized in 
10 years thanks to a new state 
designation for the biggest 
neighborhood in the city.

Designated as  “Elm 
Street” by the state’s Key-
stone Communities Pro-
gram, neighborhood parks 

will be upgraded and new 
green spaces added. Busi-
nesses will get help with 
facility improvements and 
retaining staff. Sidewalks 
and streetscapes will be 
improved.

“Seeing that people out-
side of  our neighborhood 
want to invest in this area is 

New chapter in West Side’s story
State designation will allow 
for widespread revitalization 

BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

South Scranton and West 
Scranton produced the most 
new confirmed COVID-19 
cases in Lackawanna County 
since Thanksgiving, but the 
Dalton region had the big-
gest percentage jump in cas-
es, according to an analysis 
of  state data.

South Scranton, Minooka 
and East Mountain had 846 
new, confirmed cases while 
West Scranton and the Key-
ser Valley had 825. 

The Times-Tribune ana-
lyzed data for 21 ZIP codes 
whose territory is all or 
mostly in the county.

Dalton ranked 15th in con-
firmed, new cases — 189 — 
among the ZIP codes, but 
first in proportional growth 
since Thanksgiving with 
47.5% more cases. 

Dalton Mayor Aaron Holz-
man contracted COVID-19 
during the holidays despite a 
full vaccination and booster 
and suffered mild symptoms 
that did not require hospital-
ization. He was unsurprised 
by the increase, considering 
the omicron variant’s quick 
spread combined with holi-
day gatherings that included 
family members returning to 
town.

“Omicron has been pretty 
aggressive in terms of  even 

Dalton 
sees big 
bump in 
new cases
An analysis of 
COVID-19 cases  
in 21 ZIP codes 
shows where the 
virus has spread. 

BY MARK SCOLFORO

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARRISBURG — A plan to 
redraw lines for Pennsylva-
nia’s congressional districts 
to account for a decade of  
population shifts passed the 
state House on Wednesday 

with a partisan vote that sig-
naled lawmakers face more 
redistricting work ahead.

Two suburban Philadel-

phia Republicans joined 
every Democrat in voting 
against the proposal that 
would reshuffle the state to 

take into account 2020 census 
results that dropped the 
state’s congressional delega-
tion from 18 members to 17.

York County Rep. Seth 
Grove, the Republican chair 
of  the State Government 
Committee who sponsored 

the proposal, called it “a his-
toric departure from the way 
this body has operated in the 
past” because it was based on 
a submission from a volun-
teer map drawer outside 
state government.

He said the map would 

likely result in eight Demo-
cratic districts, eight Repub-
lican districts and one toss-
up, and praised his proposal 
as the result of  public hear-
ings around the state.

House votes for GOP-favored congressional redistricting plan
CLOSER LOOK: Find out which municipalities  
would be in the redrawn 8th and 9th Congressional  
Districts. A5

FIRE HITS BUILDING IN OLD FORGE
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Firefighters from several departments battle a fire at a multifamily home at 115 Oak St. in Old Forge Wednesday night.
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Taylor firefighter Paul Harrison carries a cat out of a house as 

firefighters battle a fire at a multifamily home at 115 Oak St. in 

Old Forge on Wednesday.

BY BROOKE WILLIAMS

STAFF WRITER

OLD FORGE — Abby Mordan 
was getting ready to go to a 
friend’s house when she heard 
her neighbor screaming that their 
apartment building was on fire.

“I turn around and smoke is 
pouring from the walls and I run 
downstairs and scream to my 
mom that the house is on fire,” 
she said. “We go outside ... and the 
fire starts going everywhere.”

Firefighters arrived at 115 Oak 
St. in Old Forge just before 
5:30 p.m. for a fire that began on 
the second floor and spread to the 

attic of  the building.
Old Forge Fire Chief  Mark 

Tagliaterra said the fire injured 
three people — including two fire-

fighters — and displaced five peo-
ple between the building’s three 
apartments.

Tagliaterra said two firefight-
ers were evaluated at a local hos-
pital. One firefighter reported a 
knee injury; the chief  was not 
sure of  the extent of  the other 
firefighter’s injuries. He believes a 
woman who lives in the building 
was taken to a hospital, he added.

“She was already out of  the 
house by the time we got here,” he 
said.

Everyone in the building had a 

Blaze displaces five; three hurt 
thetimes-tribune.com

For more images  
from the Old Forge 
fire, visit us online.

There was heavy 
smoke and water 
damage to the Oak 
Street property.

MASK UP OR DOWN? 
Debate is starting to rage 
across the country about 
whether we should return to 
mask mandates as omicron 
spreads. A6
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A move to virtual in Scranton
Most schools in the Scranton School District will move to virtual instruction over the next  
two days as COVID-19 cases surge. Fifteen of the 17 schools have cases in above 5% of 
their populations over the past two weeks. District leaders indicated recently they are reluc-
tant to return to virtual but the state has advised them make the move. Local, A3


