
thetimes-tribune.com
Cooler

High: 60°
Low: 46°

Good morningSubscriptions ...........570-348-9190

Classified ads ..........570-348-9157

Business ......... C1

Classified ........ C4

Comics ..........C2-3

Editorial ......... A10

Health/Sci ....B10

Horoscope ...... C3

Lottery ..............A2

Obituaries ....... B9

Sports ............. B3

TV .................... C5

Copyright © 2021, The Times-Tribune

Weather, C10

LAST YEAR WAS HORRIFYINGHIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL WEEK 9 PREVIEW

See why haunted 
houses are spooked C1

Wallenpaupack quarterback 
shares amazing journey gameface, B1

BY DAVID SINGLETON

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — Lackawanna 
County Judge Andy Jarbola 
called Francis Collin Vetter’s 
case one of  the worst he has 
ever seen.

He then imposed a sentence 
on the Elmhurst Twp. man 
reflecting that.

Vetter, 35, faces what is effec-
tively life imprisonment after 
Jarbola sentenced him Thurs-
day to 136 to 370 years behind 

bars, plus 74 years of  probation, 
for repeatedly sexually assault-
ing a girl over a five-year period 
and other crimes.

“I believe your actions are so 
heinous that you should spend 
the rest of  your life in prison so 

you can never do this to another 
child,” the judge told the defen-
dant.

A Lackawanna County jury 
convicted Vetter in June of  35 of  
the 38 counts against him, 
including multiple counts of  

child rape, statutory sexual 
assault, involuntary deviate sex-
ual intercourse with a child and 
obstructing a child abuse inves-
tigation.

The Times-Tribune does not 
identify victims of  sexual 
assault.

His victim, now a teenager, 
testified at Vetter’s four-day trial 

Prison term hefty in child rape

FRANCIS 

COLLIN  

VETTER

Convicted  
in June

Judge sentences Elmhurst Twp. man to 136 to 370 years  
in assault of girl over five-year period and other crimes

BY JAMES HALPIN

STAFF WRITER

KINGSTON — Valley 
View’s former director of  
literacy turned himself  in 
Thursday on charges that 
he tried setting up a sexual 
encounter with a minor he 
met online.

Christopher W. Mazzino, 
54, was wanted on a war-
rant  Kingston police 
obtained earlier in the week 
charging him with two 
counts of  attempting to 
commit unlawful contact 
with a minor and one count 
each of  solicitation to com-
mit statutory sexual assault 

and criminal use of  a com-
munication facility.

As he entered the Kings-
ton Municipal Building 
Thursday accompanied by 
Scranton attorney Curt Par-
kins, Mazzino declined to 
comment.

In court, arguing for 
unsecured bail, Parkins 
described his client as being 
“tremendously well-respect-
ed in the community” and 
noted Mazzino promptly 
returned from a vacation in 
Florida when he learned 
Tuesday that he was a want-
ed man.

“This isn’t your common 
case of  a person preying on 
children,” Parkins said. 
“There’s a vigilante predator 
catcher on the other end.”

Wanted on child 
sex charges, former 
Valley View admin 
turns himself in

JAMES HALPIN / STAFF PHOTO

Kingston police Detective Stephen Gibson escorts 

Christopher Mazzino to his preliminary arraignment 

after Mazzino surrendered Thursday morning.

Police rounding up 
suspects identified 
by Luzerne County 
predator catcher.

Please see SENTENCE, Page A7
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BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

S
cranton Mayor Paige Gebhardt Cognetti sat to the 
left of  President Joe Biden as his limousine glid-
ed into the city where he was born via an express-

way that now bears his name.
It was Cognetti’s first ever ride in “the Beast,” the 

nickname of  the president’s official vehicle. She and 
Gov. Tom Wolf  were among a group who 
met Biden at the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport on Wednesday. 
Both joined him in the limo for the 8.8-
mile ride on Interstate 81, the President 
Joseph R. Biden Jr. Expressway and Lack-
awanna Avenue to the Electric City Trol-
ley Museum.

“I have to say I’m still not sure it really 
happened,” Cognetti said of  the trip. “It 
was amazing.”

Biden was in Scranton to promote his 
ambitious Build Back Better agenda and proposals cur-
rently under debate in Congress to spend trillions of  

NOT JUST 

ALONG FOR  

THE RIDE

COURTESY OF BILL GAUGHAN

City council President Bill Gaughan, left, and 

Mayor Paige Gebhardt Cognetti present President 

Joe Biden with a Biden Street sign Wednesday 

during the president’s visit to Scranton.

City officials share a limo  
and more with Joe Biden on his 

first trip to Scranton since he 
was elected president.

SEAN McKEAG  

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Scranton 

Mayor Paige 

Gebhardt 

Cognetti, far 

left, gets into 

the presiden-

tial limousine 

Wednesday to 

accompany 

President Joe 

Biden upon his 

arrival to the 

Wilkes-Barre/

Scranton 

International 

Airport. Gov. 

Tom Wolf, far 

right, also 

rode with the 

president into 

Scranton.

COURTESY OF EVIE RAFALKO McNULTY

Lackawanna 

County 

Recorder of 

Deeds Evie 

Rafalko 

McNulty and 

President 

Joe Biden 

embrace 

Wednesday 

after the 

president’s 

speech at 

the Electric 

City Trolley 

Museum in 

Scranton.

Go to  

thetimes-

tribune.

com to 

see more 

of Biden in 

Scranton.

Please see BIDEN, Page A6

Remains identified
Human remains discovered in 

a Florida nature preserve are 

those of a person of interest in 

the death of Gabby Petito. A12

BY JIM LOCKWOOD AND  

FRANK WILKES LESNEFSKY

STAFF WRITERS

Scranton’s iconic Electric City sign that 
brightens the downtown has gone dark.

The office building it sits atop has 
been vacant for some time, and the own-
er, Robert Pettinato, said he can no lon-
ger afford to pay the bill of  about $500 a 
month to keep the sign lit.

The sign above the Scranton Electric 
Building, 507 Linden St., has been kept 
off  for about the past two weeks, Petti-
nato said.

“It’s turned off. It’s been turned off  
for weeks,” he said.

He has been discussing the status of  
the sign with city officials and hopes a 
financial arrangement can be made to 
get the sign turned on again.

“Somebody’s going to step up. It’s just 
a matter of  time,” Pettinato said.

One concern of  the city getting 
involved includes that the sign is not 
necessarily a municipal expense, and 
that raises the question of  whether the 
sign would, or should, be a legitimate 
city expense, he said.

Electric City sign turned off as building 
owner, city look for a way to keep it lit

Please see SIGN, Page A7
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PRESIDENT BIDEN’S SCRANTON VISIT
While Democrats in the U.S. House of Representatives
are in agreement on the much needed infrastructure

bill that has bi-partisan support and will greatly enhance
U.S. infrastructure, they are not in yet in agreement on the
3.5 trillion dollar reconciliation bill. Unfortunately, for the
Country, the infrastructure bill is being held hostage to the

reconciliation bill, which contains very controversial
welfare state and climate spending.

This week, on The Volpe Report Sunday at 10:30 a.m.,
U.S. Representative Matt Cartwright (D, 8th), said the
Progressive Wing of his party will eventually come

around and the legislation will move forward, but not
with the current projected price tag.

Representative Cartwright said about 20 members of the
progressives have “corralled” the legislation that, according
to Mr. Cartwright, will greatly “Build Back
Better” and strengthen social network
programs and create thousands of jobs.

After taping the show for Sunday,
Representative Cartwright joined President
Biden in Scranton where the president

touted the legislation and sought support
from an invitation-only crowd of dignitaries.

Due to the World Series,
there will be no Volpe’s Views Tuesday.

U.S. Representative
Matt Cartwright


