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Testing
a way
to keep
students
in class
Districts offer children
quarantine alternative
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even-plus months and about
half a dozen floods later,
there is no resolution for a
broken drainage pipe plaguing
Commerce Boulevard and nearby
businesses in Dickson City.
Borough officials are still
working to get someone to take
responsibility for the broken
pipe that carries stormwater
from the Dickson City Crossings
plaza on Commerce Boulevard
to a retention pond near the private, unnamed road commonly
called Park Plaza Road. Water
from the broken pipe backs up
and floods Commerce Boulevard
during heavy rain, and it caused
two large subsidences to form
along Park Plaza Road after a
rainstorm in July, closing the
road and hindering access to
nearby businesses.
The borough has long contended New York City-based
property management group
Brixmor, which owns Dickson
City Crossings, is culpable but
the firm has not taken responsibility. The original developer of
Dickson City Crossings installed
the pipe, and Brixmor, after buying the property, now owns it,
borough Manager Cesare Forconi said.
Please see PIPE, Page A5

SOURCE OF FLOODING
ON MAJOR ARTERY
REMAINS UNRESOLVED
Broken drainage pipe monthslong headache for Dickson City
borough officials, who want someone to step up with a fix.

Please see SCHOOLS, Page A5
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ABOVE: A vehicle drives Nov. 12 through a flooded Commerce Boulevard in
Dickson City after a storm. A broken drainage pipe causes water to back up
and flood the road.
TOP: After inclement weather knocked down signs and tore caution tape on
Park Plaza Road in Dickson City, motorists briefly used the closed road.

COVID-19 pills arrive at local pharmacies,
but don’t expect them to be easy to get
BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK
STAFF WRITER

Don’t call Michael Ruane for one of the
COVID-19 pills.
He can’t just hand them out over the
counter.
The pharmacist, who owns the Prescription Center in South Scranton, said
Friday people need a prescription to get
Pfizer’s Paxlovid or Merck’s Molnupiravir — so calling your doctor first is a
must.
He braced himself Friday for the barrage of phone calls that publicity about
the antiviral pills might produce, but said
the medications remain in extremely
short supply even with prescriptions. He
only has enough Paxlovid for 116 people
and a limited supply of Molnupiravir,
though he said demand for that is small-
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Some students in Dunmore start the morning
with a test.
Instead of forcing students to quarantine after
being a close contact to someone with COVID-19, a
growing number of schools offer tests as a way for
students to stay in the classroom.
“Testing for the COVID-19 virus enables students some sense of relief,” said Dunmore Elementary Center School nurse Renee Iezzi, who
swabs students for the virus.
The state’s Test to Stay program allows unvaccinated or partially vaccinated students and staff
who are identified as close contacts to continue inperson education, so long as they remain asymptomatic and test negative for COVID-19. Fully vaccinated students are not required to quarantine
and would not participate in the program.
The state, in partnership with Concentric by
Ginkgo Bioworks, provides testing and training,
usually to school nurses. There is no cost to
schools. Students are tested twice, first between
two and four days post-exposure, and again after
five to seven days.
Dunmore is the first Lackawanna County
school district to offer the program, and staff have
administered more than 300 rapid tests in the last
two months.

tions that undermine immune systems,
he said.
In addition to the Prescription Center,
other local pharmacies that have one or
both pills are Rite Aid in South Abington
Twp.; Rite Aid on East Northampton
Street in Wilkes-Barre; Sheehans Pharmacy in Plains Twp.; Wayne Memorial
Community Health Center in Hawley
and Price Chopper Pharmacy in MonPFIZER VIA AP trose, according to state Department of
Pfizer’s COVID-19 Paxlovid pills are in Health lists.
Lynn McCarthy, a pharmacist at Sheelocal pharmacies in limited supply.
hans, hesitated to speak about the drugs
er because it’s less effective.
because she doesn’t want people showing
Even doctors must limit prescriptions up or calling thinking they can get it.
for now because of the limited supply,
“It’s prescription only (and) even after
Ruane said.
that, there are strict guidelines as to who
“They’re only prescribing them for the
most at-risk” people with medical condiPlease see CASES, Page A5
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Good morning
Bitterly cold
High: 16°
Low: 0°
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You can now
get free home
COVID-19 tests
— here’s how
BY ZEKE MILLER AND
DARLENE SUPERVILLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Under criticism after weeks of shortages,
President Joe Biden’s administration is working to make COVID-19 rapid test kits more available and accessible to Americans by boosting supply and
lowering costs. A new federal
website to request free test kits
launches Wednesday, with the
first shipments going out to
Americans by the end of the
month. In addition, most Americans will be able to get reimbursed for tests that they purchase starting Saturday.

How can I request
a free test?
Starting Wednesday, free tests
can be ordered at covidtests.gov.
The first tests will ship by the
Please see TESTS, Page A5

ORDER
ONLINE
Starting on
Wednesday,
you can order
free rapid
COVID tests
at covidtests.
gov. Each
household in
the U.S. can
order four
tests.
THEY’RE NOT
PICKING UP
Trash and
recyclables
are piling
up in many
communities
and officials
say the omicron variant
is to blame
for delays.
Find out why.
A6

Scranton Prep’s basketball teams back in action
The Classics and Cavaliers took to the court Friday after a two-week hiatus. See if the
girls and boys high school basketball teams had any trouble getting up to speed. You can
check out scores from other basketball action as well. B1

