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A Moosic woman hurled 
racial slurs at her neighbor 
and harassed her for days, 
borough police said.

Megan M. Howey, 31, 515 
Dupont St., is charged with 
ethnic intimidation and 
harassment, according to a 
criminal complaint prepared 
by Officers Stace Sala and 
Jason O’Hora.

When a woman identified 
in a police affidavit by her 
first name, Latonya, spoke 
with officers Tuesday, she 
said her troubles with Howey 
had been an ongoing issue 
for four days.

Howey reportedly called 
her a racial slur and said she 
does “not want to live next to 
these black people,” accord-
ing to a police affidavit.

Efforts to reach both wom-
en were  unsuccessful 
Wednesday. Howey did not 
have an attorney listed on 
her docket.

Shortly before police 
responded to Dupont Street, 
Howey had her 7-year-old 
daughter record her neigh-
bor using her cellphone, 
making her feel uncomfort-
able, according to police. 
The victim told police she 
moved out recently and has 
been staying in hotels 
because she felt she was in 
danger.

Howey is free on $2,500 
unsecured bail. A prelimi-
nary hearing is scheduled 
Nov. 7.

Contact the writer:  
jkohut@timesshamrock.com, 
570-348-9100, x5187;  
@jkohutTT on Twitter.

Moosic woman, 31, 
facing charges for  
ethnic intimidationBY CHRISTINE LEE

STAFF WRITER

The Scranton School 
District is one of  11 in the 
state that will receive new, 
environmentally friendly 

b u s e s 
through a 
federal pro-
gram.

The U.S. 
E n v i r o n -
mental Pro-
t e c t i o n 
A g e n c y 
C l e a n 
School Bus 
P r o g r a m 
a w a r d e d 
$9 .87  mil -
l i o n  t o 
R o h r e r 
Enterprises 

Inc. to purchase 25 school 
buses for the Scranton 
School District, Gov. Tom 
Wolf  and U.S. Sen. Bob 
Casey announced Wednes-

day. Greater Nanticoke 
A re a  S ch o o l  D i s t r i c t 
received $5.9 million for 15 
buses, also to be purchased 
by Rohrer.

The awards are part of  
$34.6 million in grants 
through this EPA program, 
which will be used to pur-
chase 89 school buses across 
the state. The grants are 
funded by the federal Infra-
structure Investment and 
Jobs Act signed into law by 
President Joe Biden in 
November.

“Clean school buses 
ensure our children are 

breathing cleaner air, 
which will set them up 
with a brighter and health-
ier future,” Casey said in a 
press release. “Thanks to 
the infrastructure law, 
school districts across 
Pennsylvania will be able 
to protect students’ health 
and save money, while 
helping to reduce green-
house emissions. This is a 
common sense solution 
that benefits our children, 
our schools and the envi-
ronment.”

Board member Carol 
Cleary, chair of  the transpor-

tation committee, said 
Rohrer submitted the grant 
to the EPA program on 
behalf  of  Pete’s Garage. The 
district had to confirm it has 
a contract with Pete’s, which 
began busing Scranton stu-
dents this fall.

Attempts to reach Rohrer, 
headquartered in Duncan-
non, were unsuccessful 
Wednesday.

Scranton Superintendent 
Melissa McTiernan is hope-
ful the district will benefit 
from the program. School 
board Vice President Ro 
Hume said the grant shows a 
responsibility to the envi-
ronment.

“It’s wonderful news, 
environmentally and finan-
cially for the district,” she 
said.

Contact the writer:  
clee@timesshamrock.com; 
570-348-9100 ext. 5365;  
@Cleespot on Twitter.

Company awarded nearly $10M to buy 
25 ‘clean’ school buses for city district

CASEY
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‘Clean school buses ensure our 

children are breathing cleaner air, 

which will set them up with a  

brighter and healthier future.’

U.S. Sen. Bob Casey

In a press release
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SCRANTON — Some city 
residents want rehabilita-
tions of  three gateway bridg-
es linking downtown with 
South Scranton to consider 
aesthetics, pedestrians and 
bicyclists.

The comments came dur-
ing a state Department of  
Transportation forum at 

South Scranton Intermediate 
School about upcoming 
rehabs of  a Cedar Avenue 
bridge and two bridges of  
Route 11. About 28 people 
attended.

Noting Scranton’s incep-
tion began with the iron fur-
naces, city resident Frank 
Dubas said the Cedar Ave-
nue bridge project should 
take into account the history 

of  the next-door furnace site, 
as well as walking and bik-
ing.

Michael Wetzel of  Urban 
Engineers of  Philadelphia, 
who presented a slide show 
explaining the bridge proj-
ects on behalf  of  PennDOT, 
said they have already start-
ed considering some aesthet-
ic design options.

Former Mayor Wayne 

Evans, representing both 
the Architectural Heritage 
Association and Scranton 
Tomorrow, said, “We don’t 
want to look back (after the 
bridge work is completed) 
and see this as an opportu-
nity lost.”

Wetzel said the state will 
consider such suggestions 
and that was the purpose of  
the forum.

“We can’t promise we will 
do everything asked, of  
course. There are limits. But 
we want to hear you out,” 
Wetzel said. “We’re early 
enough in the process to 
address those, if  deemed rea-
sonable.”

Gus Fahey, president of  
the nonprofit Valley in 
Motion organization, also 
hopes the Cedar Avenue 

bridge project improves the 
corridor between Cedar Ave-
nue and downtown for pedes-
trians and bicyclists.

Wetzel said the Cedar Ave-
nue bridge design contem-
plates future bicycle lanes.

Regarding the two Route 
11 bridges, other residents 
urged PennDOT to consider 
pedestrian safety when 
designing the two projects.

The projects include:

Residents want aesthetics, pedestrians considered when planning work

COMMENCEMENT FOR SCI-WAYMART INMATES
The State Correctional 

Institution – Waymart held 
a graduation ceremony 
Wednesday for inmates who 
have received their GEDs 
and other certifications.

The ceremony, attended 
by friends and family, also 
featured speakers.

For information on the 
institution’s programs, visit 
cor.pa.gov.
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See more from the  

ceremony online at  

thetimes-tribune.com.

Concerns heard on city bridge projects

Please see BRIDGES, Page A7


