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BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

For three months, Republi-
can congressional candidate 

Jim Bognet has accused 
Democratic U.S. Rep. Matt 
Cartwright of  wanting to 
defund the police.

Cartwright says he oppos-
es defunding police and flatly 
calls Bognet a liar.

They face each other in the 
Nov. 3 election to represent 
the 8th Congressional Dis-
trict in the House.

The issue of  defunding 
police emerged after George 

Floyd’s death May 25  at the 
hands of  a Minneapolis offi-
cer. Amid the subsequent 
widespread and sometimes 

violent protests around the 
country, some critics sug-
gested eliminating police 
funding.

President Donald Trump  
vehemently opposes the 
idea and turned it into a 
centerpiece of  his cam-
paign. Many Republican 
congressional candidates, 
including Bognet, joined 
the opposition chorus in 
news releases and televi-

sion and other advertising.
Bognet even highlights his 

stance on what he sees as 
Cartwright’s view of  police 
funding in a new commer-
cial.

“He’s even for defunding 
the police,” the commercial’s 
narrator says.

“Absolutely, yes,” Cart-
wright’s voice can be heard 
saying immediately after 
that in the ad.

Cartwright says he oppos-
es defunding. He never said 
he favors defunding. The ad 
uses his answer to a differ-
ent question about police 
funding.

The dispute over the issue 
grew out of  a June 10  tele-
phone conference call Cart-
wright had with constitu-
ents. During the session, 

BOGNET CARTWRIGHT

Cartwright calls his Republican challenger Bognet a liar 
The candidate in 
the 8th District 
alleges the 
incumbent wants to 
defund the police, a 
charge flatly denied.
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Scranton police investigate a crime scene at 837 N. Sumner Ave. in Scranton on Monday evening. 

Police call death in 
West Side suspicious

SCRANTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board votes, 6-2, to furlough 218
BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

As students learn online 
and most district buildings 
remain closed, the Scranton 
School Board reluctantly 

approved the furloughs of  
218 employees Monday night.

The 6-2 vote came after 
speakers stressed the role 
those employees play, espe-
cially the 140 paraprofession-

als who work directly with 
students.

“It’s not something that 
anyone takes lightly,” Direc-
tor Ro Hume said before the 
vote. “It’s awful.”

School directors said they 
valued those employees but 
must make a fiscally respon-
sible choice for the strug-
gling district. The district 
expects to save about $280,000 

per month.
“We have to make hard 

decisions,” Director Michelle 
Dempsey said. “My head and 
my heart are not aligned.”

The employees, furloughed 
effective Sept. 30, are: all 140 
paraprofessionals, six inter-
vention specialists, two level 

2 intervention specialists, 
four part-time maintenance, 
one licensed practical nurse 
(Prescott/Willard), one clerk 
at South Scranton Intermedi-
ate and 64 crossing guards.

Superintendent Melissa 

Cash-strapped district expects to save $280,000 a month
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Is there life on Venus?
It wouldn’t be 2020 without the discovery of life on Venus. Scientists unveiled fascinating 
findings Monday that suggest the possibility of microscopic life existing in the clouds of the 
planet that is far too hot to be hospitable to life on its surface. 

Health& Science, B7   

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — City police offi-
cers and detectives spent hours 
Monday night at the West Side 
scene of  what interim Chief  
Leonard Namiotka called a “sus-
picious death.”

Police responded to 837 N. Sum-
ner Ave. about 7 p.m. and blocked 

off  the area in front of  the duplex 
with yellow tape, which they 
draped over cars parked on the 
street and hung between the ban-
isters of  the building’s stoop. A 
masked officer stood in front of  
the home’s entrance as investiga-
tors worked indoors.

Namiotka confirmed the suspi-
cious death but provided few 

details at the scene. The interim 
chief  would not disclose the iden-
tity of  the deceased person or 
elaborate on what made the death 
suspicious, but did say there was 
no active threat to the public.

Lackawanna County Coroner 
Tim Rowland arrived at the home 
shortly after 9 p.m. Reached by 
phone late Monday, Rowland con-

firmed the deceased is a female 
but did not provide additional 
details. An autopsy will take place 
today, he said.

Up to about a dozen investiga-
tors gathered near a city police 
mobile crime scene unit at times 
during the hourslong response, 
some ducking under or stepping 
over the yellow tape occasionally 
to mount the front porch or enter 
the home. A police vehicle with its 
emergency lights activated 

Coroner confirms that a woman is dead but   
authorities provide few other details at scene
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BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Tom Wolf’s pandemic 
restrictions that required 
people to stay at home, placed 
size limits on gatherings and 
ordered “non-life-sustaining” 
businesses to shut down are 
unconstitutional, a federal 
judge ruled 
Monday.

The Wolf  
administra-
tion said it 
will appeal.

U.S.  Dis-
trict Judge 
W i l l i a m 
Stickman IV, 
who was appointed by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, sided 
with plaintiffs that included 
hair salons, drive-in movie 
theaters, a farmers market 
vendor, a horse trainer and 
several Republican office-
holders in their lawsuit 
against Wolf, a Democrat, 
and his health secretary.

The Wolf  administration’s 
pandemic policies have been 
overreaching and arbitrary 
and violated citizens’ consti-
tutional rights, Stickman 
wrote in his ruling.

After Wolf ’s order shut-
tered Shiloh Salon and Day 
Spa in Olyphant, several of  
owner Bianca Palfrey’s cli-
ents advised her the gover-
nor’s restrictions were 
unconstitutional.

“It was awful to be shut 
down and a lot of  my clients 

Gov. Tom Wolf’s 
administration says 
it will appeal a 
federal judge’s 
ruling.

Court 
rules  
against  
virus 
response
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