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City police departments in 
Lackawanna and Luzerne 
counties are overwhelmingly 
staffed by white officers at 
rates disproportionate to the 
communities they serve and 
to similarly sized cities 
throughout the state, a Sun-
day Times analysis found.

A lack of  diversity has 
been a long-standing issue 

for departments nationwide, 
but it has taken a renewed 
urgency in the wake of  the 
nationwide Black Lives Mat-
ter protests.

“It’s definitely concerning 
to me,” said Liz Garcia, a 
newly appointed member of  
Scranton’s Civil Service 
Commission. “We all need to 
live and work in a place 
where we are represented 
equally in jobs. … We have a 

City departments 
lack racial mix that 
reflects communities

ABOUT THE PROJECT
In the latest of a series of investigative reports by  

The Sunday Times and The Citizens' Voice of Wilkes-Barre, 
we examine diversity of city police departments and the 

impact in Lackawanna and Luzerne counties.
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W
hile a planned natural 
gas plant in Bradford 
County will likely ship 

supercooled methane by rail, it des-
ignated a trucking route through 
the Abingtons for 10,000-gallon 
cryogenic tankers filled with the 
liquefied gas.

Although it temporarily halted 
construction on its approximately 
$800 million liquefied natural gas 
plant in Wyalusing Twp. in June, 
New Fortress Energy eventually 
plans to ship up to 3.6 million gal-
lons of  the liquefied gas every day 
to a proposed shipping terminal in 
Gibbstown, Greenwich Twp., New 
Jersey, for international distribu-
tion. As of  March 31, New Fortress 
had invested $169 million in the 

facility, according to an annual 
report filed with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission.

At the plant, New Fortress will 
chill methane from Marcellus Shale 
natural gas to minus 260 degrees 
Fahrenheit, making it so cold it 
becomes a liquid. As a liquid, meth-
ane takes up only 1/600th of  the vol-
ume of  its gaseous form, allowing it 
to be shipped in greater quantities.

New Fortress Energy has not 
publicly disclosed its planned ship-
ping routes, whether by rail or 
road, leading some to worry where 
the trucks or trains will go.

The Sunday Times recently 
obtained New Fortress Energy’s 
April 26, 2019, transportation 
impact assessment through a Right 

Natural gas plant to move tankers through Abingtons, traffic study says

New Fortress 
Energy would 
send its trucks 

on Routes 6 and 
11, generating 

800 trips a day, 
according to the 

assessment. 
The plan raises 

concerns that 
State Street in 

Clarks Summit 
could become a 

bottleneck.
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An aerial photo of the site preparation work for the New Fortress Energy liquefied natural gas plant in Wyalusing Twp.

ROUTING INTEREST
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The fenced-off future site of the New Fortress Energy liquefied natural gas 

plant Thursday in Wyalusing Twp. Site work temporarily stopped in mid-June.

UNCOVERING POLICE DIVERSITY

A joint investigation of  its impact in NEPA
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Officer says skin color doesn’t define him 
The son of a Black father and white mother, newly hired 
Scranton police Officer Isaac Troutman said there were 

times he sensed he didn’t belong. Now, he wants to help 
build the community’s trust in the Police Department. A6
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