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BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

A
s President Joe Biden vis-
its the city of  his birth 
Wednesday for the first 

time as president, he will arrive at 
a pivotal time for him and one of  
Scranton’s long-term goals.

With slumping polling num-
bers reflecting an administration 
struggling in the eyes of  many, 
Biden wants Congress to pass, so 
he can sign, a massive infrastruc-
ture bill targeted at rebuilding the 
nation’s roads, bridges, airports 

and other infrastructure.
Local officials want to revive 

passenger train service between 
Scranton and New York City.

The shortest path to that runs 
through the infrastructure bill.

Biden will likely make the con-
nection during his visit, some-
thing he first did when he cele-
brated Amtrak’s 50th anniversary 
earlier this year in Philadelphia.

“It’s a distinct possibility,” U.S. 
Rep. Matt Cartwright, D-8, 
Moosic, said Monday.

The Scranton stop is part of  
Biden’s latest push to get the 
infrastructure bill passed and pro-
mote his Build Back Better agen-
da. The size and scope of  the 
infrastructure bill and another 
spending bill that addresses cli-
mate change, child care and other 
matters remain the subject of  
great debate in Congress. None-
theless, Biden seems likely to 
bring up the Scranton-to-New 

INFRASTRUCTURE ON HIS MIND, 
BIDEN VISITS CITY WEDNESDAY

BY ROBERT TOMKAVAGE

STAFF WRITER

Geisinger announced 
plans to build a $58 million 
cancer center in Dickson 
City officials say will offer 
cutting-edge care, including 
radiation oncology, a first in 
Lackawanna County for the 
health provider.

Construction on the new 

55,000-square-foot cancer cen-
ter on Viewmont Drive is 
scheduled to begin in spring 
2022; the facility is expected 
to open in late 2023.

An increased demand for 

services factored into the 
decision to construct a new 
facility in the area, said Rajiv 
Panikkar, M.D., chair of  the 
Geisinger Cancer Institute. 
According to market fore-
casts, the need for cancer 
care in Lackawanna County 
is expected to grow by 3.2% 
over the next five years.

“I think having a beauti-

ful new platform to deliver 
comprehensive care is a 
great touchstone to be able 
to keep people close to home 
for treatment,” Panikkar 
said.

The new facility is also 
needed because Geisinger 
outgrew its cancer center at 
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City of Scranton traffic control workers replace the Spruce Street signs with Biden Street signs on Monday. The city planned to 

hang the new Biden Street signs next week, but adjusted to accommodate the president’s upcoming visit to Scranton.
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City workers, from left, Gene Reed, Chris Farrell and Dave 

Medici, replace the Spruce Street signs with Biden Street signs 

on Monday. 

The president makes 
first official visit since 
taking office and a 
Scranton to New York 
train is a likely talking 
point.

BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

The placement of  drains 
in the newly resurfaced track 
at Veterans Memorial Stadi-
um leaves the Scranton 
School District project far 
from the finish line.

During a survey and track 
length verification, the dis-
trict learned that crews 
installed drains at an incor-
rect radius. The mistake 
slightly altered the shape of  
the track lanes and length-
ened the track by about 1 foot 
— or about 0.3 meter on the 
4 0 0 - m e t e r 
track, district 
leaders said 
Monday. The 
discrepancy 
hinders the 
district’s abil-
ity to host 
t r a c k  a n d 
field meets 
and championships, where a 
slightly longer track would 
jeopardize records and quali-
fication times. The district is 
now working with its con-
tractor, AstroTurf, of  Geor-
gia, to correct the issue.

The mistake’s impact on 
the spring track season is not 
yet known.

“We are hoping it will be 
resolved by then,” said 
school Director Ro Hume, 
chairwoman of  the school 
board’s operations commit-
tee. “We contracted for a cer-
tain standard of  track, but 
the issues that went wrong 
were issues not with the dis-
trict ... but with the person 
doing the work.”

Officials say the district 
will not be held responsible 

Miscalculation by 
contractor leads to 
issues with new 
Scranton track 
surface.

Problems 
at track 
beginning  
to surface

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WRITER

For the second consecu-
tive year, the festive Santa 
Parade in downtown Scran-
ton is canceled as the COV-
ID-19 pandemic continues.

Originally scheduled for 
Nov. 20, the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving, the parade 
was to return to the Electric 
City and usher in the holi-
day season after a pandemic-
prompted hiatus in 2020. But 

lingering concerns about 
the virus, a more-muted 
response from potential par-
ticipants and other factors 
scuttled those plans — delay-
ing the parade’s return until 
2022.

If  organizers proceeded 
with a 2021 event, Santa 
Parade board member 
Thomas Fritz said it would 
have at best been scaled 
down amid the ongoing pub-
lic health crisis.

“When we bring Santa to 
town it’s a big deal, and if  we 
can’t make it a big deal then 
we will put the brakes on 
and we will make sure it’s a 

Geisinger plans cancer center 
Health care system investing $58M in Dickson City

WHEN WILL IT OPEN? 
The health care provid-
er expects to open the 
facility in 2023.

For second year in a row, organizers scrap Santa’s downtown parade
A lukewarm 

response from 
participants amid 

ongoing pandemic 
delays the return.
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Are unions regaining their power?
Labor unions across the country appear to be scratching their way back into power — at 
least in part — and have found renewed enthusiasm as the nation tries to emerge from the 
pandemic. For years, unions have been losing power and influence in America. 
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