BE THERE IN PERSON FOR THE TIMES TOWER LIGHTING
Family-friendly, free block party returns today; here’s what you need to know WEEKEND TIMES

Planning to stay with Penn State for a while
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U.S. taps
reserve
to control
fuel costs

Teachers approve
tentative contract

Consumers will see
difference in prices
at the pump soon,
president says.

Scranton School Board to vote on deal next week
Members of the Scranton
Federation of Teachers exit
Scranton High School after
voting on a contract proposal.

BY JOSH BOAK
AND COLLEEN LONG
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden on Tuesday
ordered a record 50 million
barrels of oil released from
America’s strategic reserve,
aiming to bring down gasoline and other costs, in coordination with other major
energy consuming nations
including India, the United
Kingdom and China.
The U.S. action is focused
on helping Americans coping with
higher fuel
and other
prices ahead
of Thanksgiving and
winter holiBIDEN
day travel.
Gasoline
prices are at about $3.40 a gallon, more than 50% higher
than a year ago, according to
AAA.
“While our combined
actions will not solve the
problems of high gas prices overnight, it will make a
difference,” Biden promised in remarks at the
White House. “It will take
time, but before long you
should see the price of gas
drop where you fill up your
tank.”
The gover nment will
begin to move barrels into
the market in mid- to lateDecember. Gasoline usually
responds at a lag to changes
in oil prices, and administration officials suggested this is
one of several steps toward
ultimately bringing down
costs.
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BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL
STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — After a 12-day
strike, teachers approved the tentative agreement with the Scranton
School District on Tuesday night.
The six-year contract, which is
retroactive to 2017 and expires in
2023, passed with a 484-98 vote.
“It ends this five-year stalemate,” said Rosemary Boland,
president of the Scranton Federation of Teachers. “We all move
forward.”
The school board is scheduled
to vote on the contract during a
special meeting Nov. 30.

Please see GAS, Page A5

When teachers hit the picket
line Nov. 3, the sides’ proposals
were $13 million apart. During
hours at the negotiating table,
both sides compromised on original offers. Employees returned to
school Monday.
“This proposal provides many
of the items the SFT has been
seeking in an agreement, within
the confines of our very challenging financial situation in the
Scranton School District,” said
Katie Gilmartin, board president.
“It is our hope that we can reach a
Please see TEACHERS, Page A5

What’s in the teachers’ tentative contract?
Starting salary: Will increase from $38,377 to $41,377 this year.
Retroactive pay: Teachers will not receive full retroactive pay —
which for some would have been $90,000 or more. Retroactive pay
will range from $1,582 to $39,264, with teachers who should have
reached the “bump step” when the contract expired in 2017 receiving the most.
Health care: Teachers will choose from two different health care
plans, neither of them the reference-based pricing plan that concerned many of the employees. The Highmark Blue Cross HMO or
a Highmark Blue Cross Narrow Network PPO call for an increase in
current deductibles or teacher contributions.
Workday: New hires will teach a sixth period at the secondary level.
The workday will also increase 15 minutes at the beginning of the
day and 15 minutes after students leave. The student day will
remain the same.

THANKFUL FOR FOOD AND FRIENDS
Annual Friends of Poor Thanksgiving dinner served to-go to grateful recipients.
BY JIM LOCKWOOD
STAFF WRITER

SCRANTON — Sister M. Adrian Barrett,
I.H.M., died in 2015 but her spirit lived on
during the Friends of the Poor’s annual
Thanksgiving dinner Tuesday.
Barrett founded Friends of the Poor in 1985.
The organization, which over the years fed
tens of thousands of people during holiday
seasons, distributed 3,500 dinners at the Scranton Cultural Center at the Masonic Temple.
“Not a day goes by that we don’t think
about Sister Adrian beginning this endeavor,” said retired Sister Ann Walsh, I.H.M., a
former executive director of Friends of the
Poor who was one of the 100-plus volunteers
at the event.
Longtime volunteer Brian Williams, a former nine-year board member and now a
Friends of the Poor program manager, displayed a memorial memento of Barrett.
“Every time we have an event, every time
JASON FARMER / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
we have something, I think of her,” Williams
said. “She’s right here. She’s in the midst of Scott Miller of Peckville hands out Thanksgiving dinners
Tuesday at the Scranton Cultural Center at the Masonic
this” Thanksgiving dinner distribution.
Please see DINNER, Page A5
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Temple. Volunteers distributed 3,500 meals to go at the
Friends of the Poor’s annual Thanksgiving dinner.
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Businessman lacks
standing to challenge
Biden Street naming
BY TERRIE
MORGAN-BESECKER
STAFF WRITER

A Lackawanna County
judge denied Scranton businessman Bob Bolus’ challenge to the city’s renaming
of two streets after President
Joe Biden.
Ruling Tuesday, Judge
Julia Munley said Bolus
lacked legal standing to
bring the case. Even if he
had standing, the request
would still be denied because
city officials had legal
authority to take the action.
Bolus, an outspoken supporter of former President
Donald Trump, challenged
council’s July decision to
rename the Central Scranton
Expressway and Spruce
Street in honor of Biden, a

Democrat who was born in
Scranton.
Mayor Paige Gebhardt
Cognetti, a Democrat, signed
legislation approving the
changes July
30. The city
recently completed installing the new
signs, which
rename the
BOLUS
expressway
as the “President Joseph R. Biden Jr.
Expressway” and Spruce
Street as “Biden Street.”
Representing himself,
Bolus argued, in part, that
the all-Democrat council’s
decision was politically motivated. He maintained the
Please see BOLUS, Page A5

Good morning
Sunny
High: 45°
Low: 31°
Weather, B10

Your next meal at Chick-fil-A is closer than you think
Craving a chicken sandwich with a side of waffle fries? A new location of the fast food
chain restaurant will open soon in Dickson City. Get the details on the grand opening. A3

