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Find an Easter activity that makes you hoppy

Did Scranton Prep girls, Old Forge boys score trips  
to the state finals? PIAA basketball results inside B1
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BILLS FOR VACCINE 
VISITS QUESTIONED
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Complaints over Wright Center practices prompt reviews

Excerpt of patient explanation of benefits

BY TERRIE MORGAN-BESECKER

STAFF WRITER

T
he Wright Center for Com-
munity Health is improp-
erly charging for some 

office visits it requires for COVID-19 
vaccinations and tests, skirting fed-
eral rules that protect patients from 
being unjustly billed, three sources 
with knowledge of  the center’s 
practices contend.

Their billing policy allows the 
center to charge Medicare, Med-
icaid and private insurers signifi-
cant fees, often leaving patients 
who have not met their insurance 
deductible with bills.

The sources, former and cur-
rent employees with direct 
knowledge of  the center’s billing 
practices, and two medical billing 
experts contend the center’s poli-
cy violates billing regulations 
that dictate when a medical pro-
vider can charge for an office vis-
it, as well as rules the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) issued specifically for the 
COVID-19 vaccine. The sources 
spoke on the condition of  ano-
nymity for fear of  retaliation.

An excerpt from Kristine Rovinski’s explanation of benefits from 
her insurer shows she owed $126.05, which she must pay 
because she has not met her deductible. The Wright Center billed 
her insurance company $171 for an office visit when she received 
the COVID-19 vaccine. “No one examined me,” said the registered 
nurse who was vaccinated Jan. 7. “He looked at my questionnaire 
and took my blood pressure and gave me the vaccine.”

More documents available online

To read the letter the Wright Center sent to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention and other 
documents, visit thetimes-tribune.com.

Please see WRIGHT, Page A9

BY ROBERT TOMKAVAGE

STAFF WRITER

Developers scrapped plans 
to build two massive industrial 
buildings on the site of  the for-
mer Scranton Municipal Golf  
Course in Jefferson Twp.

Neighboring landowners 
strongly opposed the project; 
lawyers for the developers 
told township and school 
board officials that was part 
of  the reason for the exit.

Missouri-based NorthPoint 
Development considered 
building two 1 million-square-
foot buildings on the land, but 
North Pocono School Board 
solicitor Joseph O’Brien said 
he was informed by project 
lawyer Brian Stahl that the 
firm isn’t moving forward 
with its plans.

“Their counsel told me 
they decided not to pursue 
the project for a number of  
reasons,” O’Brien said. “I 
think the biggest one proba-
bly is the inability to solve a 
traffic problem and I think 
neighborhood opposition 
also played into it.”

Max Breitmayer, a devel-
opment manager with North-
Point, said during a town-
ship planning commission 
meeting March 1 that the 
firm completed a traffic 
study at the end of  December 

Industrial 
plans for 
ex-golf 
course 
dropped
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A sign opposing proposed 

industrial development is 

displayed near the former 

Scranton Municipal Golf 

Course in Jefferson Twp.

Developers sought 
to construct two  
1 million-square-foot 
warehouses.

Please see MUNI, Page A7

BY BORYS KRAWCZENIUK

STAFF WRITER

Lackawanna County Commissioner Chris 
Chermak says he has the 
backing of  top state Republi-
cans for the party’s nomina-
tion to the vacant 22nd state 
Senate District seat.

Republicans from Lackawa-
nna, Luzerne and Monroe 
counties will meet at 7 p.m. 
Thursday at the Hilton Scran-
ton & Conference Center in Scranton to choose a 
nominee for the special election May 18.

The Wright Center for 
Community Health in 

Scranton on Friday.

Commissioner 
eyes GOP nod 
for Senate seat

CHERMAK

SPECIAL ELECTION

Please see GOP, Page A7

BY BROOKE WILLIAMS

STAFF WRITER

Camille Chickeletti walked 
along an illuminated stretch of  the 
Lackawanna River Heritage Trail 
on Tuesday wearing a bedazzled 
baseball cap with her late mother’s 
nickname in rhinestones.

It once belonged to Camille 
“Cookie” Coleman of  Moosic, 
“the Boss,” who died Jan. 26. She 
was 77.

“To know her was to love her,” 
Chickeletti said. “She would just 
walk into a room and everybody 
knew her because she was so 
funny. … She was not only the 
sweetest person, she was sassy. 
She was known as Cookie the 
Boss.”

MEMORIAL ILLUMINATES 

AREA’S PANDEMIC LOSSES

JAKE DANNA STEVENS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Linda Kusy of Clarks Summit signs the name of a 

friend’s mother during an event to remember 

Lackawanna County lives lost to the pandemic.

On anniversary of the 
first COVID-19 death 
in county, loved ones 
walk to remember.

Please see WALK, Page A7

Still vulnerable to virus?
No vaccine is perfect. See how a 
New York doctor who was inoculated 
against the coronavirus found out 
firsthand. Nation&World, A8


