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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN: DEBATE 
OVER CHANGING CLOCKS BEGINS A7

$2.00 NEWSSTAND SATurDAy, MArCH 11, 2023

BY JEFF HORVATH

STAFF WrITEr

Geisinger reported an $842 
million loss last year as oper-
ating expenses outpaced rev-
enues and its investment 
portfolio plummeted.

The bond rating agency 
Moody’s also recently down-

graded the Danville-based 
health system’s rating, not-
ing Feb. 7 its expectation that 
“Geisinger’s operating chal-
lenges will result in weak 
operating cash flow ... for a 
protracted period.” Signifi-
cantly stronger and sus-
tained cash flow margins 

could lead to a rating 
upgrade, while failure to 
improve operating perfor-
mance could contribute to 
another downgrade.

In a recent financial disclo-
sure, Geisinger, with a pro-
nounced footprint in Scran-
t o n  a n d  N o r t h e a s t 

Pennsylvania, reported a 
roughly $239 million operat-
ing loss for 2022. COVID-19 
had a significant negative 
impact on Geisinger’s opera-
tions and financial perfor-
mance last year, according to 

Geisinger reports  
$842M in ’22 losses
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Geisinger Community Medical Center in Scranton. 

Moody’s downgraded the health system’s rating, citing 

weak operating cash flow.
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Kim Hamm, swabber for AMI, takes a nasal swab at the drive-thru and outdoor walk-up COVID-19 testing clinic that started at 

Scranton High School in the early days of the pandemic.

BY CARLA K. JOHNSON

ASSOCIATED PrESS

O
n the third anniversary of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
virus is still spreading and the 

death toll is nearing 7 million world-
wide. Yet most people have resumed 
their normal lives, thanks to a wall of  
immunity built from infections and 
vaccines.

The virus appears here to stay, 
along with the threat of a more dan-
gerous version sweeping the planet.

“New variants emerging any-
where threaten us everywhere,” said 
virus researcher Thomas Friedrich 
of the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son. “Maybe that will help people to 

PANDEMIC THREE 

YEARS LATER: DID 

THE VIRUS WIN?
The World Health Organization first called 

COVID-19 a pandemic on March 11, 2020.

Agency lowers health system’s bond rating, cites cash issues

BY LINDSAY WEBER

THE MOrNING CALL

More Lehigh Valley Health 
Network patient photos have 
been posted on the dark web, 
a spokesperson said, and 
they expect more leaks in the 
future.

Brian Downs said that the 
Russian ransomware gang 
BlackCat has posted “addi-

tional sensitive information” 
about patients on the dark 
web. The health network 
detected “unauthorized 
activity” on its IT systems in 
early February and con-
firmed Tuesday at least three 
photos of  cancer patients 
receiving oncology treat-
ments and seven documents 
with patient information 

were posted online.
Now, an unknown addi-

tional number of photos and 
sensitive data have been post-
ed online.

According to LVHN, the 
attack was focused on the IT 
system of  Delta Medix — a 
h e a l t h  c a r e  p r ov i d e r 
acquired by LVHN in 2021 — 
and has had a very limited 

impact on other systems.
“We are evaluating exactly 

what information has been 
posted as we simultaneously 
continue to analyze the con-
tent involved,” Downs said in 
a statement.

The network is working 
with “leading cybersecurity 

More Lehigh Valley Health patient photos leaked 

to dark web after Delta Medix breach last month

BY JIM LOCKWOOD
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SCRANTON — The pipes 
are calling, the lines are 
painted, the floats are 
prepped and the snowfall 
should be long done by the 
time the annual St. Patrick’s 
Parade steps off  Saturday at 
11:45 a.m.

The St. Patrick’s Parade 
Association of  Lackawanna 
County’s annual celebration 
of  Irish heritage — a tradi-
tion dating to 1962 — will 
include 147 groups of partici-
pants numbering over 12,000 
people, said Parade Director 
Tom Gilbride.

They will include 11 bag-
pipe bands, six high school 
bands, floats, Irish groups 
and societies, and a pro-
Ukraine group.

“We are back to pre-COV-
ID levels of  participants,” 
Gilbride said. “We’re thrilled 
to be back to somewhat nor-
malcy,” after the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Organizers also expect to 
draw thousands of  specta-
tors decked out in green and 
shamrocks. Businesses 
throughout the city also 
have live music and other 
specials planned throughout 
the day.

Here’s key information to 
ensure all eyes are smiling 
during the big event.

It’s parade 
weekend: 
Here’s all 
you need 
to know
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Stay current on the latest 
health news by visiting us 
online.
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Registered nurse from Delta Medix Maria Manella preps 

a vaccine in 2021 for the next patient during a COVID-19 

vaccine clinic inside the Scranton Cultural Center.
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Numbers on rise
One in five female students at 
united States service acade-
mies reported unwanted sexu-
al contact, the Pentagon said 
Friday. A8 

Your loved ones
count on you.

Count on your annual
mammogram.

Breast Health Services
at Steamtown

Schedule your mammogram
LVHN.org/mammo
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