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MASKS RETURN, CLASSES IN PERSON

FOLLOWING SURGE OF OMICRON VARIANT
Emma Vick
Senior Reporter
As Clemson University continues
its return in person for the spring
semester on Jan. 12, it is not without
any changes due to the Omicron variant
– masks are required in all university
buildings once again.
The change comes after
an announcement made by the
university shortly before the spring
semester on Jan. 3.
“Clemson has seen a significant
increase in viral infection rate over
the past two weeks, mirroring the
COVID-19 resurgence both locally
and nationally,” said Lior Rennert, the
university’s lead epidemiologist.
The safety measure will be in
place for at least the first three weeks
of class, according to the university.
Officials will then review the measure
near the end of January.
Face masks are required inside
all university buildings across the state,
except while alone in private spaces
or while actively eating or drinking,
according to the university’s policy.

PAWS UP, PAWS DOWN
Clemson’s football season

Matson Montilla
Asst. Sports Editor
It is safe to say that Clemson
football did not meet preseason
expectations this year, as they missed the
ACC Championship game for the first
time since 2014 and missed the College
Football Playoff (CFP) for the first time
since 2015. However, that does not mean
it was a bad season.
“I’m as proud of this team as the
15-0 team when we held up the trophy,”
head coach Dabo Swinney said after the
Cheez-It Bowl. “It’s incredible what they
had to deal with this year…. They never
flinched. They kept fighting. They kept
faith, and they finished.”
This season, the Tigers showed
what the Clemson culture is all about
through hard work, grit and resilience.

PAWS UP: CLEMSON CULTURE

After a 2-2 start to the season,
many people wrote off Clemson as a
team that could compete, let alone
win ten games.
In their final nine games,
Clemson went 9-1, including a six-game
winning streak that was highlighted by
a win over No. 10 Wake Forest and a
Cheez-It Bowl victory.
“This team is right there with any
team I’ve had,” said Swinney. “There’s
not many programs out there that could
have done what this group did this year.”
Coach Swinney was right; there
are not many programs that could handle
the lengthy injury report and earlyseason struggles that Clemson faced.
Furthermore, Clemson has
had nine scholarship players enter the
transfer portal since September.
Despite having 28 scholarship
players unavailable to play in the CheezIt Bowl and two coordinators leave, the
Tigers still had zero opt-outs for the
bowl game. That commitment shows
the Clemson culture that coach Swinney
has developed with his players and staff.
SEE PAWS ON PAGE C4

COVID-19 testing requirements
will remain in place for students and
staff throughout the spring semester,
which now requires weekly testing for
both groups. Previously, employees only
needed to be tested every other week.
In addition to the newest
university mask policies and campus
data updates, Clemson’s COVID-19
Dashboard will continue to be updated
twice a week with data on positive cases,
student isolation and quarantine, and
cumulative testing results before and
after in-person instruction.
“Masks have proven to be
an effective measure of controlling
transmission of the virus, which is
especially important during periods
of high incidence,” said Rennert. “As
always, the University will continue to
monitor COVID-19 and evaluate and
adjust mitigation strategies based on
positivity rates as we move forward.”
Early studies indicate that the Omicron
variant may be less severe but more
transmissible, which may affect the
university’s response going forward.
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Like the road to your future, Clemson too is

under construction
Dawson Baker
Asst. News Editor
The return to campus this spring
may have a lot of traffic cones, detours
and construction crews. Construction
continued over the holiday break on
various projects around campus with
significant progress being made on the
Daniel Hall expansion and demolition
efforts in Death Valley.
One of the more exciting
projects for Tiger fans, and by far the
most visible, has been the removal of
the scoreboard in the east endzone of
Memorial Stadium.
“The [scoreboard] in the east
has been dismantled and several trees
have been removed,” said Jeff Kallin,
associate director for Clemson Athletics.
“There were some medallions honoring
the military that have been pulled for
safekeeping and will be put back up
once the new board goes in.” The new
videoboard is nearly five times the
surface area of the previous videoboard,
according to Kallin. The demolition in
the area has resulted in the closure of
Williamson Rd, which was initially
planned through Jan. 11.
In addition to the demolition
in the east endzone, preparations
are underway to begin work on
the WestZone Concourse Club.
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The new club will provide in-stadium
seats with a direct view of the hill and
the new videoboard, according to
the IPTAY website.
Fans will be able to enjoy those
early September games in a climatecontrolled club lounge, with an allinclusive pregame buffet and appetizers at
halftime, among many other amenities.
A project is also planned to
widen Perimeter Road from two lanes
to four lanes starting between January
and March of this year, as previously
reported in The Tiger. The project is
expected to be completed in July 2023.
Road closures and a change in traffic
patterns can be expected between Cherry
Road and U.S. Hwy. 76 for the next year
into 2023, according to the university.

Perimeter Road fromTiger Band Field (Left) to C-1
parking lot (Right).

Perimeter Road from Lightsey Bridge Apartments
(Left) to Clemson Blvd. (Right).
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The East Side Food Court in
the Hendrix Student Center will also
be renovated in 2022. The dining area
will be the location of Clemson’s second
Chick-fil-A on campus, as announced
during the last Student Senate meeting
in the fall. The popular fast food spot
will be taking the place of the former
Subway. In addition, the P.O.D. Market
in Hendrix will be moving to a new
location within the building, allowing
Panda Express to expand as well.
“All renovation plans are
currently in the approval process and
are not finalized. The proposed plans
for the East Side Food Court allow us
to effectively use the space to provide
excellent service to our guests,” said
Nicole Godfrey, marketing manager
for Aramark. “Chick-fil-A is one of
the most popular dining locations on
campus. Introducing a second location
will allow our team to serve customers
more efficiently and quickly.”
The campus Subway location was
closed due to staffing shortages, according
to Godfrey. “The unprecedented nature
of the pandemic has created national
labor challenges that are unusual
in their scale,” she said.
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