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DOWNTOWN HOTEL TO HIRE 
CLEMSONLIFE STUDENTS

Clemson residents may 
not have been fans of construction 
downtown, but all of that hard work 
is paying off for the newest members 
of the downtown business community: 
The Shepherd Hotel. Not only will it 
be the newest hotel for Death Valley 
visitors, but the hotel is partnering 
with ClemsonLIFE to provide jobs for 
students with intellectual disabilities.

With much progress underway, 
the hotel held an event called a “roof 
wetting,” a tradition from Bermuda 
which signifies progress on the 
project. They also held the event 
to honor ClemsonLIFE, who they 
will be working with. 

ClemsonLIFE is a program 
that works with college-aged students 
with intellectual disabilities to develop 
skills to become independent members 
of the community and have successful 
careers. They are a post-secondary 
transition program, which means the 
main goal is to help transition students 
into living independently. They also 

have employment opportunities for 
students, which is where The Shepherd 
Hotel comes in. 

As of now, ClemsonLIFE has 
around 30 local businesses who provide 
jobs to students in the program, but the 
hotel will be one of its largest partners 
yet, offering almost 40 employment 
spots to members of the program. 
Not only does such employment help 
students be more independent, but 
the jobs offered are designed to teach 
students marketable skills for their 
future careers. The program has proven 
to be successful, with 95% of program 
graduates currently being employed. 

For CEO and co-founder 
Rick Hayduk, this collaboration is 
very close to heart. Hayduk has two 
daughters with Down Syndrome, with 
his older daughter graduating from 
ClemsonLIFE. While he has been in 
the hotel business for years, he says 
this hotel is special. Employing young 
adults like his daughters has always 
been a major part of the plan, even in 
the early planning stages.

“It started to have soul when 
we started to train the students,” said 

Hayduk. “We wanted it to be a highly 
engaged part of the community, not 
just the University. We set out to 
build a hotel that we would be proud 
of — that the community would 
be proud of.”

In his experience, Hayduk 
noted a lack of support for intellectually 
disabled young adults. After high 
school, he says, accommodations are 
severely limited. “You have what’s 
called an independent education 
program and everything is structured,” 
said Hayduk. “They prepare you for 
independent living and having a job, 
but then they’re still on their own.”

Erica Walters, director 
of ClemsonLIFE, is happy to be 
partnering with the new hotel. A big 
draw of the collaboration is the variety 
of jobs where students could work 
based upon their interests. Juniors and 

seniors in the program work around 12 
hours per week. 

“It’s all their skill set,” said 
Walters. “You may have some [students] 
that are very meticulous and want 
things in order, and that’s perfect... or 
you have some that will be greeters, 
and some that will work in different 
parts of the hotel.” 

Walters stressed that the 
end goal is to prepare students for 
independence. “54% of our graduates 
live independently, which is extremely 
high compared to the national average, 
which is said to be from 15 to 30%.”

The Shepherd Hotel and the 
restaurant on the main level, Delish 
Sisters, are tentatively scheduled to 
open on April 1. Delish Sisters, run by 
two South African bakers, will open 
around the same time.

Promoting independence for students with 
intellectual disabilities

Clemson University has been 
ranked as number 30 among national 
public institutions, according to the 
2022 U.S. News & World Report 
released September 13, 2021. This 
is the 16th consecutive year that 
Clemson has ranked in the top 
30 universities nationwide. 

The ranking was determined 
through 17 key measures of academic 
quality, which include social mobility 
graduation rate, and alumni donation 
rate. The top performers in each 
ranking are then given a score out of 
100, and the others are then ranked in 
comparison to the top performers.

The report also nodded to 
Clemson’s undergraduate programs in 
engineering, nursing, and computer 
science, which were recognized as among 
the best in the nation. Specifically, 
industrial engineering and accounting 
were nominated by other institutions as 
top programs at Clemson. 

Clemson provost Bob Jones 
stated, “The value of a Clemson degree, 
and the impact Clemson University 
continues to make on the citizens of 
the State of South Carolina, remain 
our highest priority... It’s always great 
to be recognized among national 
leaders in these rankings, especially 
by our peer institutions for specific 
programs and colleges.”

Clemson ranks in the 
nation’s top universities
Clemson is ranked as one of the nation’s 

top 30 public universities for the 16th 

consecutive year
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Two weeks after Hurricane 
Ida struck Louisiana, a majority of 
residents in the county where the storm 
made landfall remain without power. 
Clemson alumna Grace Falgoust and 
her family are from about an hour 
and a half from the coast, recovering 
from the damage that the category 
four storm inflicted. 

Thibodaux, ‘down the bayou’ 
in the heart of Cajun country, is reeling 
in the aftermath of Ida. Falgoust’s 
family has joined her in Clemson 
while waiting for power and running 
water to return. 

“We didn’t have time to prepare. 
To board up the house. To secure all of 
our belongings,” said Susie Falgoust, 
mother of Grace Falgoust. Susie is 
a preschool teacher at Thibodaux 
Elementary School, which is currently 
closed until further notice according to 
a Sept. 1 letter. 

She was teaching in person 
two days before the storm on Friday, 
Aug. 27. Students were still boarding 
busses, business as usual, while the 
Falgousts were planning a weekend trip 
down to the coast. The next morning, 
a mandatory evacuation order was 

issued. Some left the county, but many, 
the Falgousts included, did not. 

“We decided to stay. It was not 
a good decision,” said Woody Falgoust, 
father of Grace Falgoust. With family 
in the area that could not leave in time, 
and valuables that could not be secured, 

it was a hard decision to make. 
Hurricane Ida struck Port 

Fourchon on Sunday in the late 
afternoon with a peak gust of 172 mph. 
The sustained winds hit a high of 150 
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From left to right: Grace Falgoust, Barbara Gauthier, Susie Falgoust, Woody Falgoust.


