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COVID-19

William Reinert and Liza Lowder: 
Our campaign has always and will 
continue to believe that it takes all of us. 
While we support the efforts Clemson 
has made to cement itself as a national 
leader in regards to testing, it does not 
mean the system has run perfectly. 
We will advocate for an expanded 
shuttle system to lessen the burden 
on all students required to report for 
weekly on campus testing, particularly 
East Side residents. Additionally, our 
campaign will continue to highlight 
the mental health needs of students.

Geoff Gilson: There should be less 
emphasis on negative reinforcement 
and more on positive incentives, 
encouraging students to comply with 
health protocols, not making them 
feel like criminals because they want to 
meet their friends. Student government 
and Clemson admin need to do more 
to ensure academic continuity for 
students when COVID-19 strikes. As 
long as this continues, students should 
be offered the choice of either a normal 
letter grade or Pass/Fail.

Racial Justice

Reinert and Lowder: We want to focus 
on increasing funding for minority 
and multicultural organizations and 
highlight minority groups through 
CUSG social media and LISTSERVs. 
We will highlight safe forums on 
campus to discuss diversity, equity, 
justice and inclusion in hopes of 
creating open discussion amongst our 
students and a more conscious campus 
overall. Finally, we will continue to 
support the initiatives of the Gantt 
Center and fully support the efforts 

to secure a larger physical space on 
campus to house the Gantt Center.

Gilson: Every single student at 
Clemson deserves to feel exactly the 
same Clemson welcome and to have 
an equal opportunity actually to 
design their Clemson experience. No 
student should feel that they are being 
treated differently     — or that any other 
student or group of students is being  
treated differently. 

Student-ADmin 
RElations 

Reinert and Lowder: A Clemson 
where students can be heard by 
their administration and vice versa 
is something that this campaign 
will consistently strive for. We are 
[currently] advocating for monthly 
townhalls between administration 
and the general student population. 
Furthermore, we will make every effort 
to foster a more positive and direct line 
of communication between the leaders 
of Greek Life and their administration 
by, including but not limited to, 
instituting CUSG liaisons with  
each council.

Gilson: With our student fees, we 
students contribute 35.5% ($500 
million) of the Clemson operating 
budget of $1.3 billion. We students 
deserve a SBP who has the experience 
to know how to effectively negotiate 
with the Clemson administration, and 
the determination not to back down. 
During my time as a student senator in 
2020, I fought hard for student town 
halls. How many have there been in 
2021? How many are planned? I want 
at least one referendum a month.
Continued on A2.

William Reinert is a junior political science major from Anderson, S.C., 
and Liza Lowder is a junior secondary education and English double major from 
Mayesville, S.C. Both Reinert and Lowder have deep personal connections to 
Clemson that predate their time as students. When asked why they chose to 
run together, Reinert shared that he felt a calling to serve the Clemson Family 
as the student body president, and he approached Lowder to ask her to join 
him because of her long record of dedicated service to Clemson. Lowder said 
that although she had not previously thought about 
running for student body vice president, when 
Reinert came to her with his ideas and his clear desire 
to make Clemson an even better place, she knew she 
had to join the ticket. The pair are good friends, and 
they admire one another’s dedication, work ethic and 
commitment to the mission and vision of Clemson.
Scan the code for the rest of this article.

Geoff Gilson, a junior political science major, is running as a write-in 
candidate for student body president for the 2021 election season. He did not 
take part in banner drop and plans to wait before choosing a vice president. 
Similarly, instead of campaigning on a bigger block party, Gilson wants to get to 
the “nuts and bolts” of issues. For that reason, he considers the most important 
part of his platform to be using his time to connect students more closely 
with student government and Clemson administration. This goal connects to 
the slogan Gilson is running on: “Access4All.” For 
Gilson, this means allowing students to be included 
in designing their Clemson experience by involving 
students in the decision-making process. This way, he 
says, it will be easier to resolve issues in the future in a 
way that students agree with. Scan the code for the rest 
of this article.

WORDS FROM CUSG CANDIDATES
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What issues should 
CUSG address?

Compiled by The Tiger News Staff, the following quotes are the 
candidates’ approaches to the most pressing topics at Clemson.

Desiree Occilien, senior environmental enginerring major:
“[S]tanding up for the students’ academic rights. Teaching has 
transferred from the traditional in-person class to online, and...many 
find working at home or in non-traditional classrooms distracting 
and does not provide a proper learning environment. With this in 
mind, the school should have more flexible options when it comes to 
final grades and if this is not possible, students should be made more 
aware of options if they are struggling with a class.” 

Miles Lyons, sophomore computer science major:
“It would be super exciting for me to see action taken to further the 
progression back to traditional style, in-person learning, which I and 
almost everybody I talk to prefer. Having more in-person engagement 
and involvement opportunities would really help students, especially 
the freshmen, find their spot at Clemson.”

Omika Merchant, freshman microbiology major:
“I hope CUSG can work more closely with the student body to gauge 
the collective interests of Clemson students. I would like to see more 
engagement through social media or emails. I feel COVID-19 has 
created an understandable disengagement between administration 
and the student body, and I hope CUSG can be the voice for us.”

Ashley Terry, freshman computer science major:
“I know there is a Clemson organization working on freezing tuition 
for the next 2021-2022 school year, and I feel CUSG could work 
more closely with them because people are still facing financial 
hardships from COVID-19. Also, they should have more sustainable 
to-go dining options other than the styrofoam plates and plastic 
utensils. I know these generate a lot of waste on our campus.”

Students’ answers compiled by  
Krishna Patel, Senior News Reporter.
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