
HOMECOMING IS BACK!

New fake ID scanning 
technology has recently been 
endorsed by the Clemson Police 
Department for fake IDs, also known 
as fakes, to be more easily detected 
in downtown Clemson.

“Every year, students come 
from their homes in the summertime 
to a place where they have complete 
independence and want to let loose 
and fit in with their friends by partying 
or going to bars,” said Cameron Parish, 
owner of Tiger Town Tavern. “At least 
from the legal perspective, there is 
always a spike in the usage of fakes 
in the fall, and it happens frequently 
ever year because obtaining fakes is 
not very expensive, and students can 
easily order them.”

With the returning trend, 
freshman general engineering major 
Chase Morris noted that there is an 
increase in the Clemson PD presence 
downtown on weekend nights to 
try and counteract increases in 
underage drinking. For some students, 
however, their fake ID has become a 
staple in their lives.

“I am honestly ashamed of 
having a fake ID that I use at least once 
a week, but I feel as though there is 
no turning back for me at this point,” 
said one student who chose not to be 
named. “I feel like I have to use it to 
fit in with my friends. I have noticed 
an increase in police that walk around 
downtown, which makes me really 
scared that we get caught, but I forget 
that we are the ones in the wrong. I 
know that I will keep using it because 
it has worked for me so far, but who 
knows if I will get caught or not. I can’t 
seem to put it down, so I question why 
I even got it in the first place.”

Technological advances in 
scanners are making it easier to detect 
fakes, which are being promoted 
in various local bars in downtown 
Clemson by the Clemson PD. 
Taking a closer look at ID scanners, 
they are connected to Clemson 
PD’s previous minor in possession 
(MIP) charges database, which helps 
determine fakes from real ones and 
detect repeat offenders. 

According to the Clemson 
PD, fake ID companies will encode 
the name and date of birth seen on the 
front into the scanner bar. But new 
and improved scanners can go into 
a database to recognize if the name 
and date of birth match up or if the 
barcodes on the back of fake IDs do 
not match the name or date of birth on 
the front of the ID. 

 When asked if he thought the 
use of fakes themselves was increasing, 
Chief Jorge Campos of the Clemson 
PD stated that he “does not believe that 
there are more people obtaining fake 
IDs now compared to the past.”

Clemson PD has also informed 
local restuarants and bars that the new 
scanners are available for use, with 
some bars starting to follow suit. 

While these fake ID scanners 
differentiate fakes from real IDs, they 
cost several hundreds of dollars a month 
for bars and restaurants to implement 
and upkeep, making it difficult 
for smaller businesses to adopt the 
new scanning technology.

“I feel as though the police 
department is doing everything they 
can to help increase ID scanning 
technology in venues that serve 
alcohol, and it is truly beginning to 
get harder to detect fakes when they 
look more and more convincing every 
year,” said Parish.
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The leaves are  changing colors. 
The air is cooling down. The Tigers 
have been on the road, but they’re 
back and Boston College is eagerly 
awaiting their 7:30 p.m. appointment 
in Death Valley. Thousands of 
Clemson alums are gearing up for 
their journey home.

That’s right folks, it’s 
Homecoming in Clemson, and after 
a year-long hiatus, Tigers have a lot of 
lost time to make up for. 

The week-long festivities kicked 
off earlier this week with the return of 
a time-honored Clemson tradition. 
Work began on Sunday, Sept. 26 at 
noon for the 2021 Homecoming 
displays on Bowman Field. There are 
nearly a dozen floats, a Habitat for 
Humanity build, and enough pomp to 
cover the tri-county area. 

Work on the Homecoming 
displays will wrap up Friday, Oct. 1 
at 2 p.m. to allow for the judging to 
begin. In each category (moving and 
non-moving), first prize is $1,500 and 
second prize is $1,250. The winner 
of the 2021 Homecoming build 
will be announced Friday evening 
during Tigerama, which is one of 

the largest student-led pep rallies 
in the nation.

Tigerama came into being 
after Joe Sherman, retired director of 
the Clemson News and Director of 
Alumni Relations, experienced the 
‘Gator Growl’ at the University of 
Florida, which was a massive student 
talent show held the night prior to 
Homecoming. Upon Sherman’s return 
to Clemson in 1956, he brought this 
idea with him, and on Nov. 8, 1957, 
Clemson held the first ever Tigerama. 

This year, Clemson will be 
celebrating its 65th annual Tigerama 
with a lot planned for those in 
attendance. Prior to the main event, 
there will be a tailgate outside of 
Memorial Stadium from 5-6:30 p.m. 
All students, alumni, and university-
affiliates are welcome to attend. 

The party will then move to 
Death Valley at 7 p.m. to kick off the 
festivities with appearances by some 
of Clemson’s student organizations, 
including Tiger Band. Be sure to 
keep your seats for the introduction 
of the 2021 Homecoming 
Court and the crowning of this 
year’s Homecoming Queen.
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Fake IDs taken from a bar in downtown Clemson.

South Carolina Governor 
Henry McMaster paid a visit to 
Clemson University on Friday to 
announce an additional $750,000 in 
funding for the ClemsonLIFE program. 
The funding is much needed to support 
the current students and to expand 
the program, according to university 
president Jim Clements.

Opening the conference, 
Clements talked about the pride he 
has in the ClemsonLIFE program. This 
is personal for him as his daughter is 
currently a freshman in the program.

“ClemsonLIFE is a 
transformative program,” said 
Clements. “Not only does it transform 
the lives of its students and their 
families but has also transformed 
this great university. ClemsonLIFE 
students bring so much joy and so 
much happiness to our campus, you 
can’t help but feel great when you’re 

with them… and they always have a 
smile on their face.”

According to ClemsonLIFE’s 
founder and executive director Joe 
Ryan, the national percentage of young 
people with intellectual disabilities 
who are employed is estimated to be 
as low as 14%. For ClemsonLIFE and 
similar programs at four other colleges 
in South Carolina, that percentage is 
estimated to be from 85% to 100%.

Clemson’s program is also 
highly competitive with a 15% 
acceptance rate, so there is great 
interest and need for programs like 
ClemsonLIFE. 

“While these statistics are 
impressive, we still face significant 
challenges in meeting the demand 
of these programs,” said Ryan. “We 
desperately need state funding to 
increase both the number and size of 
post-secondary education programs 

Caroline Elswick

News Editor

Governor McMaster announces $750k for ClemsonLIFE program
ClemsonLIFE teaches independence to students with intellectual disabilities
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