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Student Body President and
Vice President take office
Caroline Elswick
Senior Reporter
As the semester comes to an end,
a new student government has taken
office. Student Body President Malik
Balogun and Vice President Julia Blouin
were sworn in Tuesday evening to serve
their 2022–2023 term.
The pair have already been
serving in their positions for the past
few weeks, but now it is official.
“We have been working on a
lot of projects, trying to set everything
up so that we can have a successful next
term,” said Balogun.
The pair were sworn in by
Undergraduate Attorney General James
Swicegood, who was reelected to head
the Judicial branch for his second term.

Balogun and Blouin follow
former Student Body President William
Reinert and Vice President Liza Lowder.
“Your whole entire job at
Clemson is to leave behind something
bigger than yourself. I think we achieved
that a lot this year,” said Reinert. “I
couldn’t be more excited for Clemson
and I couldn’t be more excited for them.”

Vice President Julia Blouin, left, and President
Malik Balogun, right, at the swearing-in ceremony.
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Why Clemson keeps falling in
the U.S. News rankings
Jerel Hendricks
Contributor
U.S. News & World Report
issued its top college rankings last fall,
in which Clemson University once
again lost ground.
The University landed in a tie
with Virginia Tech for the 30th spot in
the rankings of top public universities,
down from 29th in 2021. This marked
the seventh consecutive year in which
Clemson has either maintained or fallen
on the list, and the third consecutive
year the University has placed outside
of the top 25.
The steady decline directly
contrasts with a fundamental building
block the 10-year strategic plan, Clemson
Forward, implemented in 2016.

“The plan aims to
ensure that Clemson fulfills its
core mission and consistently
ranks among the nation’s top 20
public universities,” reads the University’s
strategic plan.
Clemson launched its quest
to achieve top 20 status under the
leadership of former University President
James Barker. At the time, the University
held the position of No. 38 but reached
the top 25 by 2008 with its peak at the
20th spot in 2015.
What has caused the campus to
fall from its ranking of 20 in 2015, to
30 in 2022? It’s a complicated subject,
but part of the answer may be found
in changes made to the U.S. News
methodology in recent years.
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A mother’s search
for closure
Sadie Chafe
Contributor
A $50,000 reward was offered
last fall to anyone willing to provide
information about the death of Clemson
freshman Tucker Hipps on Sept. 22,
2014. By December, the reward had
increased to $100,000, but has yielded
no substantial leads in the case.
“Since the reward increased,
[Crime Stoppers of Oconee County
and investigators] have gotten a few tips
in, but that’s really been about it,” said
Jimmy Watt, public information officer
for the Oconee County Sheriff’s Office.
The lack of information has left
Cindy Hipps, Tucker Hipps’ mother,
wondering if she will ever learn what
really caused her only child to fall to
his death from the Highway 93 bridge
over Lake Hartwell.
“Come talk to me,” said Cindy
Hipps in an interview with The Tiger.
She encouraged anyone with information
regarding the specifics of her son’s
death to reach out to her directly. She
believes a lot of healing still needs to
occur and that the deeper truths of what
happened to her son must be weighing
heavily on somebody.
According to court records
and the police, the fraternity brothers
who accompanied Tucker Hipps on
the pre-dawn pledge run of Sept. 22
did not report him missing until 1:15
p.m., which was more than seven hours
after the incident.
Police found Tucker Hipps’
body floating in Lake Hartwell under
the Hwy. 93 bridge. An autopsy later
concluded that the freshman’s death
was the result of blunt force trauma.
He was in his first month at Clemson
when he died.

Seven years later, the death of Tucker Hipps
continues to have a profound impact on Greek life
at Clemson.
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Tucker Hipps studied political
science and had plans to go to law
school. He had been elected Sigma Phi
Epsilon’s “pledge class president,” which
meant he served as the liaison between
the pledges seeking full membership and
fraternity leadership.
The Hipps family claimed in
court records that some of the SPE
brothers who organized and led the run
were “deceptive” and not “forthcoming”
with police regarding what they knew
of the death. Members of the fraternity
had deleted text messages and some
attempted to delete cell phone records
in the hours and days after the event,
according to records. Cindy Hipps and
her attorney, Jennifer Burnett, filed a
lawsuit in April 2015 in the Pickens
County Court.
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