
Pictured are, from left: (front) June Smith, Gracia Slater, Marti Kucera, 
Muff Lyons, Louis Schweizer and James Presley; (back) Lou Kucera, Walter 
Burnett, Bob Lantz, Ted Moody and Joe Lovedahl. They make up the Hardy 
Hikers, a group of hikers with a dozen members age 80 and over. Not pictured 
is Claudette Krizek.

Hikers bring age, wisdom to trails
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By Beth Lawrence

When Bob Lantz joined the Hardy 
Hikers he was surprised to see the group 
being led by someone at an advanced 
age. Co-founder Roy McClure was an 
octogenarian.

“He was in his 80s, late 80s, still hik-
ing,” Lantz said. “We were amazed by that 
because we were in our early 70s, and here 
was somebody in their late 80s leading us.”

Thirteen years later, Lantz is in his 80s 
and still taking forays into the Western 
North Carolina mountains, but he’s not the 
only one. The Hardy Hikers now boasts not 
one, not two, but 12 octogenarian hikers.

McClure and Muff Lyons formed the 
Hardy Hikers in the early 2000s. Since 
then, the group has grown from two 
members to approximately 50.

Lantz and his wife, Joyce, joined the 
group in 2008 after they moved to Jack-
son County.

“We wanted to see Panthertown, and 
we had heard you can get lost there,” he 
said. “We were scared to go by ourselves. 
Then somebody we knew said, ‘Our little 
group is going to hike.’ So, we got on their 
email (list), and we went with them.”

The Lantzes were already avid hikers 
having hiked many of the trails on the 
Tennessee side of the Smokies but rarely 
the eastern side. So, they stayed with the 
Hardy Hikers and began hiking weekly.

The informal club meets every 
Wednesday to hike a planned trail. Each 
January the group holds a potluck supper 
to schedule all hikes for the coming year.

“Some of us, myself included, never 
plan doctor appointments or car repairs 
or anything on Wednesday,” said June 
Smith, 80. “There are about six or eight 
of us who, if we’re not in bed sick, we’re 
on the trail on Wednesday. The most we 
have on a Wednesday would be maybe 
15 or 16.”

Smith and her late husband, Newt, 
became members in 2007.

Membership is loose with some hiking 
a few trails a year and others showing 
up faithfully every Wednesday to hike. 

Some trails are repeats of favorite hikes; 
others are new discoveries.

The Lantzes have averaged as many 
as 40 a year.

A few hikes are in and out trails, 
meaning hiking there and back to where 
your car is parked, but others are much 
longer. Often the club takes a shuttle to 
a drop-off point and hikes a full trail or 
series of trails to a pickup point.

When the group encounters others on 
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By Dave Russell

Locally, news on the COVID-19 front 
is pretty good.

North Carolina’s 14-day average had 
fallen 10 percent as of Monday. Jackson 
County’s 14-day average fell 2 percent.

Jackson County Public Schools report 
only six cases.

As of Monday, Harris Regional hospital 
reports fewer than five COVID-19 patients 
hospitalized total, including in the ICU, 
spokeswoman Chelsea Burrell said. 

“This is a decrease from previous 
weeks,” she said. “We are continuing to 
see COVID-19 patients in our Emergen-
cy Room as well, though the volume has 
dropped in recent weeks. Flu, COVID-19 
and other respiratory illnesses are circu-
lating, so we urge our community to get 
vaccinated for both flu and COVID-19, 
stay home and away from others if you are 
not feeling well, wear masks when appro-
priate and wash your hands frequently for 
good health.”

Possible threat looms
Further afield, the news is not so good.

Omicron   
may upset

encouraging 
COVID outlook

By Jim Buchanan

The state budget passed by the North 
Carolina General Assembly and signed by 
Gov. Roy Cooper late last month will fuel 
some major spending projects in Jackson 
County.

In total, $42.5 million is targeted for 
the county.

Sen. Kevin Corbin, R-Macon, and Rep. 
Mike Clampitt, R-Swain, advocated for 

State budget packs punch for Jackson County, Sylva
$23.4 million in funding to renovate and 
expand the Professional Development 
Center at the N.C. Center for the Advance-
ment of Teaching in Cullowhee.

Other major appropriations include 
$9.2 million for Western Carolina Uni-
versity’s Moore Building upper campus 
infrastructure and $5 million for capital 
improvement projects at Southwestern 
Community College.

“I am very happy with the passage of 
this budget,” Corbin said. “We were able 
to get more in this budget than has ever 
been included for Western North Carolina.”

The budget also could solve an expen-
sive, long-running headache for the Town 
of Sylva: The Allen Street landslide that 
closed Bryson Park.

Language in the budget calls for a 
$3 million grant to the Town of Sylva 
for playground equipment. Sylva Town 

Manager Paige Dowling said, “I am try-
ing to get clarification on the playground 
equipment and Allen Street. Mayor (Lyn-
da) Sossamon and I have contacted Rep. 
Clampitt and Sen. Corbin to see if we need 
to request the Technical Corrections bill 
amend the title to ‘Town of Sylva Bryson 
Park & Allen Street Landslide Repair and 
Playground Equipment’. The slope failure 
needs to be stabilized first, in order to 
repair Bryson Park and purchase new play-

Hopefuls lining 
up to get on 

primary ballot in 
Jackson County 

By Dave Russell

As of press time 10 people had ex-
pressed an interest in running for nine local 
seats opening in Jackson County.

The filing period for the 2022 elections 
opens at noon Monday and closes at noon 
Friday, Dec. 17 for the March 8 primary.

That’s if the primary takes place in March. 
Multiple lawsuits have been filed challeng-
ing Congressional redistricting maps. It’s 
possible the primary could be delayed as 
the suits work their way through the courts.

Those 10 candidates have begun their 
campaigns and informed the Board of 
Elections of their intent to run, Board of 
Elections Director Lisa Lovedahl said.

Commissioners 
All three incumbents on the Jackson 

County Board of Commissioners – Board 
Chair Brian McMahan, Boyce Deitz in 
District 2 and Gayle Woody in District 1 
– have announced they will file. The trio 
are all Democrats. Republican challenger 
Todd Bryson has informed the board he 
intends to file for District 1.

Board of Education
Members of the Jackson County Board 

of Education are elected on primary day, 
instead of in November. Three seats on the 
nonpartisan board will be on the ballot  – 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas
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