
Three bids were entered for the historic Jarrett House and Coach’s properties 
in Dillsboro.

COVID clusters 
push case totals 
here past 1,000

Jarrett House, Coach’s sold to highest bidder
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By Dave Russell

A pair of Jackson County’s most dis-
tinctive properties, The Jarrett House and 
the adjoining Coach’s Restaurant, have 
a new owner. For now.

The 136-year-old inn and 90-year-old 
restaurant building sold for $120,000 to 
the highest bidder Monday morning at 
the Justice Center. 

It took longer for Asheville lawyer 
Norman Leonard to read the three pages 
of legalese than it did to perform the 
actual auction. 

Will Lilly of Iron Horse Auctions in 
Rockingham got down to business after 
Leonard’s recitation. 

“What would you pay for it?” he asked 
the 15 socially distanced folks gathered 
in front of the building. “A million 
dollars? $500,000? $100,000 where? 
$100,000. Who’ll give a $100,000?”

A hand was discretely raised to bid 
the $100,000. 

“Who’ll give $150,000?” Lilly asked. 
No takers. 
“Who’ll give $125,000?” he asked 

several times.
No takers.
“$110,000?” he posed. “Who’ll give 

$110,000?”
A hand was raised.
“I’ve got $110,000,” he said. “Who’ll 

give $120,000?”
A hand was again raised.
“I’ve got $120,000, who’ll go 

$130,000?” Lilly asked.

Lilly tried 16 times to get $130,000 
or $125,000.

No takers.
Mohamed Darar of Morrisville is 

listed on court documents as the buyer. 
He co-owns Titan Construction Services, 
LLC. A phone call to the business was 
not returned.

The buyer was required to put down a 
deposit but that does not guarantee him 

the keys to the front door.
The clerk will hold the sale open for 

10 days in case of an upset bid. Another 
bidder could come along with an addi-
tional 5 percent of the sale amount and 
take the property. Another 10-day cycle 
would then start.

“Under the current market condi-
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Friday shooting 
sends one man 
to Mission and 
another to jail

‘Civil dispute’ turns 
violent in Tuckasegee

By Beth Lawrence

An ongoing civ-
il dispute sent one 
Tuckasegee man to 
a hospital in critical 
condition and a sec-
ond to jail follow-
ing a Friday morning 
shooting incident that 
spanned two coun-
ties.

“There’s currently a civil dispute,” 
Major Shannon Queen of the Jackson 
County Sheriff’s Office said. “We’ve 
not been able to talk to the victim, so 
we don’t know all the details yet, but 
they were arguing over something.”

Kenneth William McCall, 66, of 
Charleys Creek Road, Tuckasegee, 
was arrested for assault with a deadly 
weapon with intent to kill inflicting 
serious bodily injury and discharging 
a weapon into occupied property. He 
could face further charges pending his 
victim’s outcome and the final results 
of the investigation, Queen said.

Investigators have interviewed 
others who might have information 

K. McCall

By Carey Phillips

The mad dash to election 2020 will conclude 
Tuesday with polls across North Carolina open 
from 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m. on Election Day.

Voters are casting ballots for everything from president 
to county commissioner to state and local judges. And just 
for good measure locally, there’s a bond referendum on the 
ballot regarding a proposed indoor swimming pool.

With the COVID-19 pandemic, a record number of voters 
across the state chose to cast absentee mail-in ballots. Vot-
ers will continue to flock to one-stop voting sites through 
Saturday ahead of Tuesday’s grand finale.

As of Monday morning, there were 29,234 registered 
voters in Jackson County. That number figures to increase 
as voters can register and cast ballots on the same day at 
one-stop voting sites through Saturday.

Those sites include the Board of Elections Office, 876 
Skyland Drive, Sylva; Cashiers Recreation Center, 355 
Frank Allen Road, Cashiers; Cullowhee Recreation Center, 

It’s decision time in tight 2020 races

88 Cullowhee Mountain Road, Cullowhee; 
Qualla Community Building, 181 Shoal Creek 
Church Loop, Whittier; Western Carolina Uni-
versity, Hinds University Center, 245 Memorial 

Drive, Cullowhee.
Hours are 8 a.m.-7:30 p.m. through Friday and 8 a.m.-3 

p.m. Saturday.
The deadline to apply for absentee ballots has passed. 

Those ballots must be returned to the Board of Elections 
Office by 5 p.m. Tuesday by the voter or a near relative or be 
postmarked by 5 p.m. Tuesday. As of now, ballots received 
by mail by 5 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 12, will be counted. How-
ever, a case before the U.S. Supreme Court could change 
that deadline to 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6.

“We’ve had a steady turnout,” said Lisa Lovedahl, elec-
tion director for Jackson County. “With all the challenges 
we’ve had, the voting process is still going smooth and fast. 
The precinct workers are doing a really good job to make 

By Dave Russell

Jackson County’s reported COVID-19 
jumped a record high 47 cases Monday, 
and another 34 Tuesday pushing the total 
past 1,000, according to the health depart-
ment. The previous high was 40 reported 
cases on Oct. 16.

The county currently has 136 people 
isolating due to COVID-19 infection. 
That’s up from 108 last week.

As of 5 p.m. Tuesday, the health de-
partment reported 1,055 cases among 
full-time residents. That’s an increase of 
16.2 percent from 908 cases a week earlier.

There have been 19,201 tests reported 
to the health department. The county has 
had 236 cases per 10,000 residents, ac-
cording to the N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services. DHHS on Tuesday 
reported 263,883 cases (up from 248,750 
last week) and 4,211 deaths (up from 3,992 
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