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Sylva store, museum, ‘den’ going to auction
By Dave Russell

Right on the heels of the Jarrett 
House sale, more Jackson County 
history is headed for the auction 
block.

T h a d  Wo o d s  A u c t i o n  o f 
Waynesville begins Friday eve-
ning selling the inventory of 
downtown Sylva mainstay Jones 
Country Store.

The storefront has been equal 
parts antique store, museum and 
meeting place for about 15 years.

Store owner Marion Jones is 
retiring at age 84 and selling off 
the antiques and one-of-a-kind 
items that represent a lifetime of 

Interim Jackson County Public Schools Superintendent Tony Tipton 
receives his COVID-19 shot from Harris EMS paramedic Megan Trantham.

Marion Jones, owner of Jones Country Store, is retiring at age 84 and selling off items he’s picked over a lifetime.
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COVID 
cases down, 
but vaccine 
is scarce
in area

Rebel mascot will be discontinued; 
kids will vote on new CVS symbol

By Dave Russell
 
T h e  r a t e  o f 

COVID-19 infection 
in Jackson County con-
tinues its downward tra-
jectory, increasing only 5.8 
percent since last Tuesday.

That’s the good news. The bad 
news? The state has slowed vaccine 
allocation, leaving the Jackson County 
Department of Public Health with only 
100 vaccines to distribute this week.

It makes planning difficult, Deputy 
Health Director Melissa McKnight said.

“Knowing vaccine supply would be 
limited, we had planned to give 500 first 
doses this week,” she said Monday. “We 
found out late Friday night that we would 
only be receiving 100 first doses. We will 
have to modify our plans and can only 
administer what we are allocated. All 100 
first doses will be given this week. We 

week) and 8,776 total deaths (up from 
8,139 last week) in the state.

Na t ionwide ,  ca se s  numbered 
25,152,433 (up from 23,839,868 last 
week) and 419,827 deaths (up from 
396,442) as of Tuesday, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention reported.

The Jackson County Public Schools 
dashboard (jcpsnc.org/covid) tracks 
positive cases among staff and students. 
There have been 95 student cases, with 21 
active, including 10 at Cullowhee Valley 

don’t know what our supply will be until 
we are informed by N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services.”

As of 5 p.m. Tuesday, DHHS reported 
2,927 total cases and 22 deaths among 
county residents, an increase of 160 cases 
from 2,767 a week earlier.

The county has had 666 cases per 10,000 
residents, up from 630 last week. According 
to the DHHS dashboard, Jackson County 
has a testing positivity rate of 13.4 percent. 
That’s right at the state rate of 13.3 percent.

DHHS on Tuesday reported 727,423 
statewide cases (up from 684,497 last 

Pair faces serious 
drug charges here

By Beth Lawrence

A Jackson County man and a Swain 
County woman are in jail facing serious 
charges following a drug bust.

The pair were arrested Jan. 19 on sever-
al trafficking and drug possession related 
charges.

Hunter Lee Sanders, 25, of Sylva was 
arrested for misdemeanor: simple posses-
sion of a schedule II controlled substance 
and possession of drug paraphernalia; 
felony: possession of methamphetamine, 
possession with intent to manufacture, 
sell and deliver a schedule II controlled 
substance, maintaining a vehicle, dwelling 
or other place for use or sale of controlled 
substances and trafficking opium or her-
oin.

Jessica Myraah McCoy, 26, of Cherokee 
was arrested for misdemeanor: possession 

Sanders McCoy

picking.
It’s an eclectic collection.
“I’ve got the original post office 

from Dillsboro in there,” he said. 
“It’s still got the names on the post 
office boxes of the people in town. 
That was a real relic. I was glad to 
get that because it’s part of Jackson 
County. That needs to stay in Sylva. 
If it gets over there to Thad Woods 
it might end up in Kalamazoo or 
something.”

One of Jones’ favorites was a 
Model A Ford, now in the American 
Prohibition Museum in Savannah, 
Georgia.

By Dave Russell

Thad Woods Auction will handle the liquida-
tion of Jones Country Store via Facebook, said 
Lee Woods, who runs the auction house with her 
husband, Thad, and son, Stacy.

“We will be bringing things over from the 
store to our auction house and auctioning them 
off,” she said. “We will be selling Jones Country 
Store out every Friday night from Jan. 29 until the 
inventory is gone, probably the end of March or 
beginning of April. Each auction begins at 6:30 
p.m. We’ll probably sell until 11:30 or 12 p.m.”

Purchasers must register before the auction 
in order to bid.

Woods to handle auction via Facebook

Bidders will make bids through the Facebook 
comments.

The items will be brought in mostly random 
order, she said.

“You’ve got to give everybody a variety of 
items each night,” she said. 

The interior of the store is spread across 200 
photos on the Thad Woods Auction website at 
thadwoodsauction.com, Woods said.

Winning bidders can pick up their treasures 
at the auction house at 25 Muse Business Park, 
Suite 2, Waynesville, just off U.S. 23/74 near 
Barber Orchard, from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and 11 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
Saturday.

By Dave Russell

The Jackson County Board of Education 
decided unanimously Tuesday to retire 
the Rebel, the Cullowhee Valley School 
mascot. The Rebel has been symbolized 
by a Southern Colonel caricature.

At the Nov. 17 meeting, board Chair Ali 
Laird-Large advised the board she would 
add the issue to the January agenda.

“We have discussed and had meetings on, 

and taken input from, the community, stu-
dents, everyone (about) the Cullowhee Val-
ley School mascot,” she said at the board’s 
Tuesday meeting. “And at this time we will 
take a vote on the Cullowhee Valley School 
mascot. After it passes or is defeated, either 
way, we will explain what will go on next.”

Board member Elizabeth Cooper read 
the proposal the board would consider.
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