
Todd Fisher of the Sylva Public Works Department digs a hole for a street-
light in front of White Moon on Mill Street (center). Four streetlights would 
go in along the south side of the street. Workers with Owle Construction of 
Whittier remove asphalt at the east end of West Main Street in downtown 
Sylva on Monday as part of the installation of a new sidewalk (bottom photo).

Radburn Schutters (left) and Alex Plott of the Sylva Public Works Depart-
ment move a trash can at the completed bulb-out on West Main Street in 
front of Harry Altar Books. 
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By Carey Phillips

He’s back!
Jimmy Cleaveland, who led Smoky 

Mountain’s men’s basketball team to a 
243-38 record in 10 seasons, is returning 
as head coach of the Mustangs.

The Jackson County Board of Education 
approved Cleaveland’s hiring Tuesday night.

Cleaveland has a 369-68 career record, 
which includes six years at Pisgah, for a 
winning percentage of .844.

A 1985 Sylva-Webster High School 
graduate, Cleaveland was an assistant for 
six seasons at Brevard and three at Pisgah 
before becoming head coach of the Bears.

He guided Pisgah to a 29-0 record and the 
2005 state 2-A championship. The Bears had 
a perfect regular season the following year 

By Dave Russell

A trio of projects in progress will 
change the face of downtown Sylva, 
improving both safety and aesthetics 
when complete. LEDs will soon light 
up Mill Street, a sidewalk will move 
pedestrians out of the road and a new 
bulb-out and crosswalk will improve 
safety near Evalina Street.

New sidewalk
A crew from Owle Construction 

dug up asphalt Monday morning to 
make way for a 100-foot stretch of 
new sidewalk on West Main Street 
adjacent to new restaurant Ilda at the 
intersection of Mill and Main streets. 
The Whittier-based company began 
pouring concrete Tuesday morning. 
The project is expected to wrap up 
today (Thursday), according to Sylva 
Public Works Director Jake Scott.

“It’s a quick turnaround,” Scott said. 
“There’s a reason I retained Owle’s 
services. They’re top notch.”

A $5,000 Jackson County Municipal 
Grant and $1,900 kicked in by the town 
funded the project, Scott said.

A June 18 walkabout in downtown 
Sylva by officials from the town, N.C. 
Department of Transportation and others led to the decision 
on the sidewalk installation, Scott said.

“That sidewalk is a result of the pedestrian safety audit 
we did that day,” he said. “On the left hand side of the road, 
the sidewalk just terminated right there and people were 
basically just walking in the road down to the Mill and 
Main intersection.”

Striping on the road gave the illusion of a sidewalk, but 
there was not actually a sidewalk there, he said.

“You’ve got the confluence of several crosswalks there, and 
with the public parking people are coming across West Main 
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right there and they needed a sidewalk to get on,” he said.

Mill Street to light up
Four new streetlights were scheduled to go up on Mill 

Street in 2019, but issues with finding the correct lampposts 
delayed the project.

The new lights would be very similar to the posts on West 
Main, Scott said.

“They will be a little bit taller than the ones on West 
Main, but they will be green and the globes on the Main 

Sylva seeing 
downtown 

improvements

J & J vaccinations 
will resume here

By Dave Russell

Following a thorough safety review, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion and the Food and Drug Administra-
tion have confidence that the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine is safe and effective and 
recommend its continued use.

Western Carolina University’s regional 
COVID-19 vaccine clinic will now operate 
with extended hours, including evenings 
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Kerwin Bell has been named the 14th head football coach 
at Western Carolina University, Athletic Director Alex Gary 
announced. His contract was approved by the WCU Board 
of Trustees during a special session Tuesday evening.

Bell was an accomplished player who worked his 
way from walk-on to All-American to the National 
Football League. He won a combined four conference 
championships and the 2018 NCAA Division II National 
Championship in 12 seasons as a collegiate head coach.

“We talk every day about Catamount Athletics having a winning 
mentality and the confidence to believe we can bring champion-
ships to our university,” Gary said. “Kerwin is a proven winner 

and has shown the ability to build successful programs. We 
are thrilled to welcome him and his family to Cullowhee.”

Bell comes to WCU having served as offensive coordi-
nator at South Florida under Coach Charlie Strong in 2019.

He was head coach at Valdosta State for three seasons, 
going 27-7, and finished his career there by winning the 
2018 NCAA Division II national championship with a 
14-0 mark. That squad averaged 52 points per game.

“I am excited and honored to be named the new head 
football coach at Western Carolina University,” Bell said. 
“We are coming here to win championships on the field 

and help mentor the young men who are in our program. I am 
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