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By Dave Russell

News of a potential COVID-19 vaccine 
was welcomed around the world. Two 
pharmaceutical giants – Moderna and Pfiz-
er – announced vaccines that have proven 
effective in clinical trials.

A vaccine will make it to Jackson Coun-
ty, but it could be a while.

“We have signed up to be a COVID-19 
Vaccine Program Provider,” Jackson Coun-
ty Department of Public Health Deputy 
Director Melissa McKnight said. “This 
means we will receive and administer the 
COVID-19 vaccine once it is available in 
our community. I am unsure of the timeline 
at this time.”

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
has promised to fast-track approval of the 
drugs.

Vaccines offer 
a ray of hope as 
COVID rages on

By Nate Hadley

Small Business Saturday is Nov. 28, 
and local businesses in Sylva and Dills-
boro are gearing up for a big day.

Shoppers can expect discounts, free 
samples, sidewalk sales, extended hours 
and ample, free parking. Business owners 
also seek to offer the safest experience pos-
sible in these times of a global pandemic.

Lauren Baxley, co-owner of Baxley’s 
Chocolates, said that making enough now 
is especially important because she does 
not know what challenges will arise with 
the ongoing pandemic.

Their online delivery and those commit-
ted to shopping local during these times 
help her business stay afloat, she said.

“We’ll extend our hours to 7 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays until Christmas,” 
Baxley said. “As far as changes with 
COVID, we offer pick-up outside and 
have extended our online shipping quite a 
lot. We also look forward to having people 
coming in and wearing their masks. We’ve 
made changes in our shop, putting up 
plexiglass and sanitizing hourly. I antici-

‘Shop Local’ is not a hollow mantra here

pate it will be a good weekend for us, and 
we can keep people safe and still get a lot 
of good shopping done for the holidays.”

The Main Street Sylva Association en-
courages businesses to extend their hours 
after Black Friday, the big shopping day 

after Thanksgiving.
Holiday music will be provided 

throughout the Home for the Holidays 
season starting on Nov. 27. Downtown 
shoppers and diners can expect to hear 
holiday music on Fridays in downtown 
Sylva from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Nov. 27, 
Dec. 4, 11 and 18. Music will also play 
on Small Business Saturday from noon 
to 4:30 p.m.

In years past, businesses have given 
out free drinks and held other promotion-
al activities for Small Business Saturday.

Kyle Coleman, co-owner of Mountain 
Flora, said his business will participate 
this year.

“For Small Business Saturday, we’re 
going to be doing 15 percent off every-
thing in the store, and we’re also going to 
be doing different flavored tea samples,” 
said Coleman.

In Dillsboro, there will be a sidewalk 
and porch sale with discounts up to 50 
percent off. 

“Dillsboro is delighted to take part 
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Kelley leaves 
legacy of love to 
family, profession 
and community

By Jim Buchanan

Over the course 
of a lifetime peo-
ple rooted in a 
community build 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
with a handful 
of professionals 
– dentists and doc-
tors come to mind.

So do pharmacists. 
A local legend in that 
profession, Robert “Bob” Douglas Kelley, 
died last week at the age of 81.

Born in Alabama, Kelley graduated 
from Samford University School of Phar-
macy and served in the U.S. Coast Guard. 
He came to Sylva in 1966 and met his 
future wife, Betty Jean “Jeannie” Stillwell, 
when he escorted her in his convertible in 
Western Carolina College’s homecoming 
parade.

Kelley purchased Hooper’s Drugstore 
on Main Street, the oldest pharmacy in 
town, from Fred Hooper. Hooper’s was 
opened in 1911 by Dr. D.D. Hooper. 
Hooper’s became Kel-Save Drugs in 1988 
and moved to its present location at the 
old Potts Brothers Supermarket in part 
to secure more parking for the thriving 
business.

At top, the bar at Dark Moon, part of White Moon Coffee Shop. The Yoga Mill is part of a trio of businesses Dino 
Mitsides is opening downtown. At bottom right, Sally Heath receives a manicure from Aimee Ammons at Salon 1718.

A cornucopia 
of commerce 

coming to town

Herald sets early deadlines for holiday
        The Sylva Herald will publish a day early next week due to the Thanksgiving holiday.

As a result of the changed printing schedule, the following special deadlines will be in effect for the Nov. 26 issue only:
News – 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20. Obits – noon Monday, Nov. 23. Classified, real estate and legal advertising – noon Friday, Nov. 20. 

Display advertising – noon Monday, Nov. 23. The Sylva Herald newspaper offices and printing plant will close for two days – 
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 26 and 27 – in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.

By Dave Russell

Neither cold weather nor COVID can keep Sylva’s business 
scene quiet. Mixed drinks, manicures, yoga, sub sandwiches and 
pastries are all on the menu as new “OPEN” signs flash in windows 
in and around town.

Salon 1718 opened at 74 East Sylva Shopping Center in early 
October. It’s a full service salon offering cuts, color services, facial 
waxing, manicure and pedicure services, specializing in bridal/
special event styling.

There is loads of experience – 65 years – in the building.
Owner Julie Faulkenberry has 14 years of experience with hair, 

Cristal Hill has 24. Aimee Ammons has been a nail technician for 
27 years.

“We prefer people to call in and make appointments because of 
COVID restrictions,” Faulkenberry said. “We’re all kind of booked, 
so it is best to call, especially if you want a certain time of day.”

Masks are required to receive service.
“We also have a lot of high-end beauty products for sale,” 

Faulkenberry said. “One of our premiere lines is Moroccanoil, and 
we also have Kenra and Redken.”

Haircuts, styling and other services are available for men, women 
and children, she said.
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